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IxOLD, your tongue, woman, you are 
wasting your breath ; I have sworn it, and 
I will do it— j&or vida de Santa Bar- 
bara*'* 

4 

; ** Look to it then yourself. Ihavewa^ed 
you enough, Lord knows^ Hav'n't you b^en 
out in your reckoning three times already, 
and been left fresco f.^ and hasn't San 

• By the life of St. Barbara, 
t (otBiedarse Jresco is a familiar expression mean* 
ing to be disappointed. 

VOL. IIL B 



2 FELIX alvabe;?. 

Anton Abad himself^ with his little pig 
behind him,* appeared to me in a dream^ 
and warned mae that no good wiB come of 
it ? Rather give the money to the gentle- 
man again, and leave the Seiiora alone." 

Such was the conversation of agitano, (1) 
or gypsey, and his wife in a miserable hut 
at the PoUaciones or new settlement in the 
Isle de I^n ; a spot which was intended 
as the wte of a large ixianne town^ and 
where a naval school, a ISMrad^fcrcsBnon, 
and magnificent ban*acks,hav6 been erected; 
but the poverty of the people has frustrated 
this plan of the gov^mtnent •, a number of 
wretched hovels are the only habitations 
that have grown around these fine pubUe 
build^igSy and they are the receptacles of 
dl the misery and Tice of the town of la 
Ida de Leon. 

Although the days w^re long ^^passed 
when the death of a rival, or of an enemy, 
was foundered as a laudable nobeans of sa- 

* Saint Antony Abad is rc|presented with a pig 
following him, and is always talked of as San Anton 
Abady con m cochimUo al Canto, 



tkfyiBg revewge . pr of i^nf uripg ^i^sonal 
^8&tff yet in jthpi eK.tra0F4in£^7 r#^e of 
men, Uie giiKHOf^ ith^re wese p^ waHiing 
tiopriiidfled mi ,4^rav04 l?^wg?, Fho, 
"nrithwt feeling, t^ i)iJWI^3 of anotiiier, 
^ arould uederti&e. Ip i'^pvgBjge th^tm for ^ 
comparativieljr 1«ifliQg pecm^iocy ppii^der^y 
ticHi/ Lorenzo PJA^so, ih^s ^t#Qa» ha4 
^promised to beco^ae the in§tiHiH^ept of th? 
veQge^ooe of me wh^ ja^^giped .th^t his 
0WB safety exkted only m ^ 4^t}i ^ }^ 
^ nctirn. Lui^ Mosquera w^ H^ epi§h>jery 

and the person whose de^tn^tipn he h94 if 
chai^ w&s Ismena Vold^^. 

The more Mosqpiera ref}e(^ on t^^ 
coBtersation he had had witb Isfnenin, 1^ 
jaaore he Bras /atorjned M tfaf i^:th^t,«)^ 
had reoeured iiitdifigence ^im^ Mvarex, ^ 
whose eseape from Pueito ^e .^fftfxta M§^9. 
he had been infomned hy I,i^lwc« Hjis 
^es had now been op^i^ liild Mppqu^x^ 
€avii not doufet that if M.lHlllSHil^.nieiw^ 
to eoBTey a letter toisQi^om it i^ust jba^e 
contained an account of his Yiftgiij% Aqd fff 

b2 



4 F'ELIX ALVAREZ! 

his employment at Cadiz. Why she had 
delayed to expose him, he could not imagine ; 
but his fears informed him that she had it 
in her power to do so ; and the mm who 
could sell his friends by wholesale to the 
shambles of the human butchers of the 
second of May, Would not be deten:ed by 
any moral principle from the destruction of 
a single enemy. Lorenzo Pinoso had pro- 
mised, for a length of time, to j^it an end 
to the constant anxiety which the dread of 
Ismena occasioned him. Several plans had 
been laid for this purpose^ but they had all 
been frustrated, apparently by*acddental 
circumstances. A considerable time had 
elapsed since these Ibars had first been 
aw^ened hniMosquera's mind, but time had 
rather strengthened than destroyed theni, 
and he found that there was no peace for 
liis mind, while he imagined his secret ill 
the bands of Ismena. The sentence of her 
death, thareftfre, which he had signed, re- 
mained unrevoked ; the execution of it onfy 
» - ... 

wasr "deferred. 
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. The gay days of carnival were over, 
and Time had worn his gloomy - garb of 
^4en^ for a whole week; gaiety had been 
frightened by it, and had deserted her fa- 
vourite residences, Cadiz and the Isla, but 
the sorrowfiil gaditanos^ devoted to her 
worship, made one attempt to recall her : 
happy in having any pretext for renewing 
the conviviality and nusrriment of the car- 
nival, and unaccustomed to the return of 
a Sunday^ wiUiout a renewal of its amuse* 
mepts, the inha|)iUmt6 of Cadiz devote the 
first Sunday in • Lent to the ceremony of 
breaking the porringer, which is no longer 
useful for the preparation of their repasts 
of animal food. This festival, stolen from 
the days of fasting, is christened in Cadiz^ 
Domingo de h Pifiata. (2) All the . ter- 
tulias assemble in their greatest force, decked 
in the smiles which have been laid aside dur- 
ing the preceding week, A laige crocks or 
porringer, is suspended from the ceilingj^. 
and is to be broken in token of its beinig^ 
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w IdnffeU of nxij use. Evety person in the 
fettuHai is bliiuBblded bj fuiYis ; atid being 
Armed with a stick, 19 alloired ta wdk froln 
one side of thfe t6om to the other, endea^ 
vouring in hk passage ta break the iinlie«* 
cessary Plfi^ta; btit &s care is taken to 
deceive the Minded pierson as to his situa^ 
tion in the room, by turning him round 
fhtee or four times before he commeticcfs 
the attack, the weaj^on is ofteh handed 
more than onc6 i*omid the whole comj^aiiy, 
before it i^ successfully emjiloye^. The 
blow which succieeds in breaking the pot^ 
ringer produces a shower 6f its oolitentis 
tpon the fortunate striker. These generally 
Consist of a quantity of various sweetmeat;^ 
wraped up in coloured papers, and for which 
Chere is a general fecrdtnble amongst Ih^ 
by-staiiders. Sometimes, however, k number 
of bii'ds are put in among the contents, 
^hich add Jto the confbsion aiid fun, by 
flying ^bout the room when they obtain^ 
iheir liberty ; aiid it is not unconitnon for 



a cat to be enclosed in the brittle pcunringeiv 
•whoa^ daw9 are the first to announce hi^ 
success to the t^rified destroyer. 

Ismaia had been invited by her fidends 
the Nuness to j(An their party in Cadiz, to 
partake of the unosement they expected 
finran passing the ey^oiogc^ the Domingo 
de ia PHiata in. th? bouse, of a .vy^ 
merchant of tiiek aoquaiaataace* I{avi|]f|^ 
accepted their invitatioBy and become afi 
inmate of their house, she was induced \ff 
the pressing solieitations to lepMiin^thfi^ 
guest forjt few weeks; ^n^^hethemwp 
leadUy cdnsented to this^ frpm the T]pea4* 
ness which she fek at thfi rapiewal of ttjp 
mysterious warning of dapg^r^ which ^ 
OHdd iidther account for, nor an^idpatf, 
unabte as she was tQ discover from wha|; 
quarter she was to expect it. In the en^^ 
deavoUr to ifemember any thing to which 
she could attach suspicion, the idea of 
Mosquera hiad sometimes crossed her mind; 
but the artifice which she had made use of 
to discover how far he was acquainted wit^ 



6 FEJLIX AtVAMJ^. 

tlie plans of f*dix, having Med in iti^ 
object, had not remained in her memory ; 
and although she believed tliat Mosquera 
disliked her, yet she could not imagine 
that his dkKke was of 96 strong a nature 
as to indiilce her to feiar ^^y thing fnmi 
faiiifi. To Alvarez her mind often reverted 
Hirifii an mereased degrM of atfectioii, in 
•foMportion as his fate was enveli^ed in 
niystery ; and as the oiilj-^two subjects 
which eonstently enoiployed her thoughts 
fitte^heT luttetAm ior hhn, and her ^alaxtil 
gt fhe advice gii^eA her by the 1>^gar, ahc 
mM at lengHi naturally led to link thmi 
together; and as the most probable rap*- 
iposition she eould form, she argued herself 
into a befief t)iat the danger which threat*^ 
ened her was from the jealousy of some 
woman who, herself in love with Alvare2^ 
was aware of the feeling which *he had 
-excited in her breast. When this idea 
liad taken possession of her inind, she lost 
hersdf in a labyrinth of perhapses. Per- 
haps her rival had been more jsuccessfiul 
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than Ijerself in ov^arcoming the afiectUm o£ 
AlvAfjee for Rosa; periiaps she was ac-r 
quainted with fai^ present situation; per- 
haps her fears bad been excited by his 
kind mention of her. Unable to satisfy 
herself with probabilities, she indulged her- 
self in imagining an immense variety of 
possibilities, which employed her mind 
without satisfyiag her reascm. What she 
was most at a loss for was an object, wiiom 
she might, with any shadow of reason, 
r^ard as this redoubted rival; and ^fter 
riinning ov^ the list of all the friends and 
acquaintances which Felix had in Gadiz^ 
she at last fixed upon Dolores Morales^ the 
Ja^dy with whom the ^ader will recollect 
Alvarez had early commenced an intimacy. 
Having once imagined a centre to which 
all her suspicions pointed, she found no 
difficulty in confirming herself in this 
opinion; $][ie remembered Felix' havii^ 
talked of his meeting with Dolores ; and 
what i$he then took for qusijUfied praise^, 
she was now convinced proceeded from 

b5 
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wA tortious desire tb hide Hbe AMe stbte 6t 
Yds feeUtigs towards faer. She remembaiEid 
too her joking him for his inconsistency in 
constantly risiting at the house of a wo- 
man of whom he ptofesded to think so 
Kghtlj, and the insnffidehcj of the argu-^ 
mehts which he brought forward in his 
defence. She recollected, or thought she 
i'ecbllected, a thousand little things which 
she imagined would have convinced her of 
the thith of what she now saw^ if she had 
but had her eyes open then. In short she 
firmly believed that IMores Morales was 
her dangerous rival. 

« 

But Ismena had never seen Dolores; 
She was therefore delighted at th^ oppor» 
tuiiity of retumihg to Cadiz for a few 
w^k6, dufiUg Which time she hoped to be 
Able to meet her in sdeiety, that she Might 
at least know her rival, if she were unable 
to obtain toy fai*ther justification cf her 
tears by conversing with her. 

The Domingo de la PiUata passed ; 
half the days of lient had roHed over the 
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heads of ti^e TnHa^iitants. of Cadils, tmd 
femena had iiad no oppaiiam^ €£ seeing 
her vbrnif oor had she expexiencei snj 
isesewol of her aiarm. The middle day of 
Lent k a iaerry €»]» for Ihe wngB of Spmu 
In Sngfattid there is bat one fboFs^diup^ in 
th^ jeari in Sfmn there are three, ivh 
nocenf s-^day, and ei dm 4e los reys^ or 
t^srdftfa-daj, on *Whidi days it is Hie custom 
to make fools, as in England on ApriLdaf; 
and the tinrd is itr no(Ae de wr partir la 
m^9 the Boght when the old w6man is 
sawed in hnlveis. La (hMfesma^ or Lent, 
is intencted to be personified as the old 
iriwman, and novices luie made to believie 
^Ant »n old tvomaa devetes herself to th)e 
dmth of heing sawed in two, as an €39* 
l^ipn fer Ifie sins of sumv^ Chxii- 
tfams : the time when they are infermed 
this ceremony is to take ]^ce is mid Lent, 
or' tweire o^lodb, on the night of Wedn^ 
dft)r in its IbuMfti wecic ; and the ^loce «^ 
pointed fe ^nerdfly some 4l:eqiient«Ml patt 
of th^ diy, «vf(here hofticers 9rt0bttftd at *ti 
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lale hour of the xtigfat waititig for the 
cDsdulous to iniirai them that the pfaRse is 
chan|ped» wad to dispatch them to some 
remote part, from whence thej are sent 
jgBin to some other j^oe; if they are yet 
fundebeiVed ; if tfae!y discover the hoax, 
they must: conteDt themsdyes to bear the 
brunt of vthehue and cry raised by the 
^hoaxers aifler them as they make their 
escape* 

^ Mrr . and tiie Englhifa companions, 

whom he had introduced to the tertulia at 
,the house of Isin^na's aunt, upbn her .re- 
%movat to the Iskt had become frequent 
LTisitors dt 'Ite house of her fiiends las de 
'Nunez, and now. formed the prineipol 
.part lof . the tertuUa theie. Til^se merry 
^gnts jhad formed a plan for prai^ismg' this 
'popyliir jest upon their fomgb friends; and 
,kf;.cotav^sing dibout it. lieforehand, had 
4i|post jindui^^d them to belief e that such a 
j^^^^opjr, 4t all ev^ts^ 09^}<iia^vni kiud 
MFfpther, was reaUy to be. pt^ornled). ^ The 
JiQjB0c., (is, 1^11, popular, and 8Q univfuciafly 
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kndwn^ that wherever they asfcedLfbr in^ 
fem&ttoi), they received answers 'which 
cdnfiraied their belief, so that they shrugs 
^ed up 1teir< shoulders at the bigotry of the 
^^praish people, and expected to see some- 
.^hing viery extraordinary. Tii^h* ' Spoflfteh 
ffiendii; had the satisfaction of finding the 
d&y anive witibout their having an idea of 
the txick of La Vieja. '. ^ 

Being all assembled on the night of this 
ex^traorcKnfir)r Jo^mony, the wtKjfe :p^ty, 
'provided with lahteims, set out- jK^/the 
PleEa derSan AntotioV thfit .beinjg the spot 
designated by common report for the 
so^ne ; of this : tr^cal; event/ being one of 
the most ptU^ iooea in the city. : The 
ladies were each >inder : the pr^^iem of a 
^entjemtof ih wh^ cfechility ti^y antici^ 
pated a fertile .source of amuilfement. They 
amved at the sfiot; 4pf%dijcitedj:dlid^£bstiiailt 
.«o*^f ocfcupied by i a wmhtsxr^ sJCra^ierB, 

inkQ vwi W-«Jhiiig ^bo^fe .«|i^«»*ly- '^^^iAr 
coiit ;aiiy ^eXp^tatfcn . of :aa,> eijiM^ordkwry 
sight. An excteinatiai^: (4- kkctednMi 
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escaped all the English cAcers at once; 
bttt they weite ao strongly assured hgr 
the ladies that there must be some mis* 
take» and tHej had heard so much of i^ 
from all quartars, that they were unde- 
cided what to think. Ismena at last per- 
suaded M to accost a party of four or 
five young men, who were before them, to 
endeavour to gain some information on the 
subject. 

^ Se/ior ! per dona vmd-^I heg your pap- 
don, SSr ; pray do you know any thing of 
the exhibition, whidi they say was to tike 
place here ? •* 

^ We came here to see it too, Sir; but I 
rather think that it is a hoax«" 

"Xhe discovery that these young mek 
were feUow gulls nearly occasioned a burst 
of laughter from the ladies. It was wi^ 
difficulty 4Jiey could keep th^ counten^ 
ances. The conversation proceeded ; &s^ a 
gientiieman who was passing having" caught 
some words of it, easfly miderstbod the 
joke, and «ccost€d ttem. 
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** If yt)u cotti6 here to see the Vieja, 
ladiesr and gentlemen," said he, ** you hnd 
better go thi& Plaiza de San Juan de Dios; 
Where the ceremony is to take place. I 
have just come from thence, and could 
hardly get through the crowd; but you 
had better make haste, or you will be too 
Tate-'' 

" Gh^acias Sdior!^ said the young men, 
all at once, and set off runfiing towards the 
nafea de Sttn Aiaifi de Dfos. 

" Gricias Se^or/' repeated M— — 
and his eompanidns, and hurried down the 
Calle Ancha, in thehr way towards the same 
place. 

llie ladies Wef^flelrgiited to pitdi upoii 
^me frivolous excuse for laughter; and in- 
dulged themselvea Y^ry freelyih their mirth. 
Thej were going iWe by two along 'the 
street, at it tfiick pace. Isfifietia's arm Was 
in that of Mr^--''^, aM '^f 'Wett 1!he last 
€Oupt^ of «i^ party ; in tiitttAag, Whten *hey 
ftMt left tUe Fla^a de San Axitoilio, het 
ancle had turned, as fihe ^dd tipoti a dton^ 
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wliirh gave way under her foot, and al* 
though she was not serioudy hurt, yet she 
was unable to keep up with the r^st of the 
party, who were at least half the l^i^^ of 
the Calle de la Veronica, t^cnre her * and 

M , who w^ supporting her^ when a 

man who had been some time at a distance 
behind them rushed forward, and aiming a 
blow with a knife a^^ her bosom, exclaimed, 
^ Muera^'' as his han^, fell. The noise ;of 
his rapid approach he^ J^^^ her timx 
XQiaud ; and as he came up, she raii^ her 
arm, in which she received the bladie. that 

was aimed at her heart. M caught 

Ismena as she fell, and the villain, who fled 
precipitately, had got too far off t6 allow 
those in the pursuit which was raised to 
trace his path. He escaped. 

Ismena had fainted in the ^m^ of hor 
friend, and was surrounded by her. compa- 
iUon$,'wha^d returned at his repealled odls; 
the/)fficf^rs ajlran off.in pursuit of t)ieniurj 
derer, e^c^pt ope, whp knocked at tliq cmffr 
pu^ta of the house immediatdy before 
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tlietn, and having brought the pe0]d6 to 
the door» obtained admission for the lifelesl 
body of Ismexia, who was left with her 
friends, while Af--^— ? tod his QQibpox^iom 
went in search of medical ai^sistanfce. ' ... 
It was the house of a lady Of fashion-, 
La COijdesa de Penamar, into wWch the 
paHy wliose tkiirth had so suddenly and so 
'UP^I^etedlj^r^beenjmt ^n'en^ to, entered; 
<aiid late as it wa£S» the tertulia had i^ot y£t 
broken up : they were indolging in the 
general amtisement of the ev$nk^; and 
Imving sent out a party oi young people^ 
whom they had imposed upon to beliey^ 
thf JCpry of the old woman, in quest of the 
spot where her execution was to tftke plfu^ 
they were anticipating tte laughaldle >pt- 
j^earanoe they would make on the^r return. 
JE^ery body- now crowded' rounds Ismena^ 
and every means was employed to restore 

her to life, M arri^d with a sur- 

geouj who dressed the' wound in her arm^ 
.il^spiring her fiiends tibat no danger w^s tQ 
he feared from: ^^* DwiWg t^? i^erationi 
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of dressing it, Ismetia recovered lier senses ; 
but from her weA axid feverigh state^ the 
tnrgeon strongly advided her not bein^ 
removeid that night. The kdy' of the 
house kindly insisted on her remaining', 
particularly as she was not unacquainted 
with her; having sometimes met her in 
'society. She was put to bed ; and one of 
her fiiendS) the Nuiiezs, took upon herself 
the office of nurse ; whilst the other two 

returned with their mothfer and M 

not without some fears at the idea of hav« 
ing to pass through the street where ihik 
event had happened. 

Among the ladies who composed tht 
tertulia at the house of la Condesa de 
Penamar, was the imagined rival, to whom 
Ismena was inclined to attribute the per* 
petration of this act, Dolores Morales. 
When the tertulia was breaking up, she 
paid a visit to the room of Ismena, under 
the pretext of inquiring after her. Upon 
entering, she asked whether she Wds 
asleep, in an under tone ; but finding that 
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the tras not^ she cotititnied het conversa* 
tion with Concha Nunez, in an tifl^ 
restfained voice. Ismena heard her ; dnd 
turning vcmid, she exdaimedi 

"! Gi-eat Heavens ! I know that vi]d0^.'' 
« Tha* liftay be,'* said Dolofes* 
Is^K^^ Idoked at h^, imd «iide^v<^uted 
in vain to call faef f^tAx^H to hef i^ol« 
lection. 

<' By ydur vdi^, I should teke yott to be 
the penoh who eeMsted me Ia«t ctnrival^ 
aft the madqnerade, At the house of La 
Senora Ghsicefia.** 

*^ Bvefssed ^ A li^g^r Wm It iiot?*^ 
said Dolores ; <^ Alas ! Senora, the misfolM 
tutie whieh I hoped to hav6 Averted has 
faUep upon you, in spite df tny endeavours i 
dnd it is a most ^gidai^ ednoidence, that 
it should have happened, as it were^ under 
my own eyes.'' 

" Tell me, I beseech you," cried Istnena^ 
" who is my enemy ? how have I offended ? 
ftn<|^who are you, Who take so kind an 
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interest in my safety, without being known- 
to me." 

: " The' service I would, have rendered 
you is only what I would have )done for 
any one in the same situation* But you 
are not in a state for conversation just 
now ; repose yourself ; go to sleep„ Md 
to^mprrow I will talk to you*" 

" I shall have no repose, if you do not 
estplam every thing to me now. I can- 
nQt sleep, if you leave me unsatisfied*" 
I, The eagerness and agitation oS her maa-. 
ner convinced Dolores tha^t she had better 
HQt de£^ her ^xplamrti<m until the next 
day. 

•< WpU ; if you will promise mct then, not 
to attempt to ^pj^ak, but only to listen to 
wbgt I have to tell you, I will satisfy your 
^inriosity now/' . 

Ismena promised to be silent, and Dolores 
pontinued* 

" It is very likely that you way be acn 
quainte^ ^-ith me by name, althoiigh yo^ do 
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jQot know «ie personally . lITehaveamdtiMA 
friend^ a very deserving and. amiable young 
'man; whom I have often beard mention ydu; 
arid) in a manhtr.'wlnch gdve m& a bigfa 
X)faniah of you, Senoiita. I allude to Don 
Felix Alvarez, from whom you perhaps 
may have heard my name. I am Dolores 
Morales." 

At the mention of her name, Ismena 
looked at her with surprise, and a sensoiioa 
smhething lik^ fear. She had 80 settled it 
in her owsn min^, that her: life had been 
attempted at the instigation of this very 
person, that she eoald not recover irobi 
^faer' astanififtiiient, at fmding her supq^osed 
'eiiismy '^- the' person of one who had 
'tviMf^'^her of her danger* \ Doldres coik 

.' ^!<;]^^^ik>lbi^ isince I haveih^ard laiy'tiiiiig 
of Don Felix ; and when he Went away, I 
^lio^ loti^ heai^d any thing' of you. With 
your person, however, 1 was acquainted \ 
and yo^ir name was forcibly recalled to my 
recoUectiou on the evening of the Ijisl 
7 
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noche Jmena. My maid came t9 me when 
I was preparing to go tnA, and adced my 
advice how to act, faaYing bj chance made 
a discoTery which involired the life of a 
iady. She then related to me, ihat^faariiig 
made an appointment to meet her lover 
upon a certain bench in ^tibe aJEaaaeda, she 
had repaired to the place of rendezirous 
soon after dask, and iseated heraelf in k 
comer to await Tm arrival. The nigUt 
was vary dark ; and she had observed two 
^en, who were walking up and down, 
^lose to the bendies in the avenue next to 
that wfaeve die had tfdi:en up iier station.* 
Wiaidng not lo be dnservied hy them, as 
they i^proached^ mffpmtig they would 
pass as they had be&xre ddne». she ct^onK^ed 
down, so that the dividing back of tte 
^ndi poaevxnted her head ptom bdtag seen. 
i ' ' : 

jB|dle> with stQpe benches, oj^ rpw of which perv&f 
for two ayenues, being divided by a flat stonb 
placed in the middle, which forms a back ta both 
sides. 



But the men dad taA ptoE, asshe expected^ 
bat sai down ijqpoti the seat iinmediatdy 
befaiod her: whSe she was oonadering 
whether to remaiii in her imcooBfortabkr 

][>osition, or to move her situatieii, she wm 
attracted % dim con^eraation, in whjch 
your name was mentianed. One of the 
perscms was wrapped up in a cloak, and 
$poke in a low whisper, so that she was 
unable to hear what he said; but the 
other replied in a more^audiUe tone ; and 
ttom hk answers, she discovered that he 
was to lay vfoi^ in the caik del vestuario^ 
for a lady who was going to the MUa dei 
G€Uld.mthe church of Los Descalzos, and 
tostalbher; andthatitw»Btobedonea£ter 
%h€ mass was over, that the crowd ieoning 
init oC the ehufch tfiight famur the flighty 
and , conceal ^he murdei^r* The person -m 
iStise dbak, who ^v^as giving* the directions, 
seemed to urge tSie^neoes^t^r of not mu^ 
teSdng^the lady, and df ^making, the blov 
certain^ as the girl eondt^ed by the fre- 
qumt assurances 4>f tbe 9th&: maiB that no 



mLBtake should occur; aad'fitom ^eti^hole 
of the omiT en lB ti oD, ^e had na cbulit : tiMf 
^he lady referred to was jourself, 'whose 
name had been nieofioned when she fiesi 
Iieard'them. . f 

The men were interrupted . by the 
rdnda^^ at whose approach they left their 
seats, and walked away. The servant was 
alarmed at the secret with which she had 
so uidnfentidnally become acquainted ; and 
witiigut waitil>g for the appearance of her 
loy^9 ^e hastened home in the hopes of 
findiAg we^ and of inquiring what she was 
to.cb.. . . 

! Upon makitag her repeat her stply, and 
questioning her i^n the different p<Aits of 
it, I did not think thare were grounds 
(SK)ugh to . infer that you were the person 
who was m be the victim of this plan, 
idthcngh your mune had been mentjom^t 
but it was possible that it might be so; 
and I .was determined therefore to warn 

* "the patrole of the city, which takes its rounds 
&t certain hours of the night, is called the roikbu 



you of your danger, at the saiiie time tiiait 
I would fender k impossible, bjr informing 
tibe police of the dty of what was intended 
to take place in the Caile del Vestuario* 
This I did personally, having excused my* 
sdf irom joining a party who ^eie going 
about the town, and taking the gh:l with ' 
m^, who had heard the plot. From the 
manner in which she had told me the 
story, it appeared to me that your name 
had been so Uttle connected with it, that I 
tock upon myself to warn you, disdostngf 
only to the Governor's secretary th^ in- 
tended murder; and orders were imme- 
diately issued for having a ronda in that 
street all the night upon the watch* 

By the time that all this was arranged, 
it> was so iMe that I despaired of finding 
you at home upon. such an occasion as the 
nochebuena; but concluduag that, if you 
resXty were the perison alluded to by the 
villains on the Alameda, you would be at 
los Descaixds, I went thither with my/ 
servant, in the ho^es of finding you. Ther 
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congregation had assembled, an4. the ser- 
vice had already begun,, bi; t I waited 
patiently at the dopr, attentively examining 
every one who .passed ; you were one of the 
fillet who came out when the ceremony was 
fini^hedf.aBd.rimmediately recdgnijzed you.; 
but, I had sonie difficulty in making up 
my mind to accost you as a perfect 
stranger, and with so uncertain a tale : I 
therefore desired my servant, who was 
dressed in a common cloth mantilla, to go 
up to you^ accosting you as a beggar, and 
simply to warn you not to pass through 
the Calle del Vestuflrio that night. She 
executed her commission,, and returned to 
me; we waited some time, and had the 
satisfaction of seeing that you took the 
advice given you; and on the following 
morning I had the still greater satisfaction 
of finding, that, by the wammg to you, or 
the. infer motion to the police, I had {nre- 
vented the execution of this crime ; for the 
pe^is^epf the Calk del Vestuario had npt 
^ been disturbed during the nighV'. 



Ismena was warm in her expreMon of 
gratitude to Dolores, and the moreiso as 
she felt how much she had injured her bj 
a suspicion which she now disclaimed as 
impossible. She inquired as to tiie seomd 
warning she had so exIraordHbariljr re- 
ceived. 

<' The circumstances whidi induced me 
to do that,** said Dolores, ^ puzzled me 
hot less than my conduct must have done 
jrou. It so happened, that during the last 
carnival I took a freak into my. head .to 
relieve the monotony of my life here, hy 
a trip to the Ida, wherel had some Maads. 
A fnend of mine was to accmnpany me; 
but on the morning on which we proposed, 
the journey, he came to me, pteadzng 
business as his excuse for noi going wMi 
me ; but it was agreed that my stnoat 
and I should go down to the Isla in a 
cakxOf and. that he should follow us on 
horseback in the evening. In consequence 
of this arrangement, I set off with Uie veiy 
girl who was the .^Uscoverer of the plot of 

c a 



tbeCalkdclVutuario. That ciicmnstance 
formed part of our oonvefsation on the 
way, and die related it again, commentii^ 
o« its angularity. She said, what I forgot 
befiire to mention, that upon the approach 
€^ the ronda, the knteims which they 
carried threw a sufficient light for her per* 
ftctly to diBtingiubh die person of the one 
who was to be the agent in the murdeiv as 
he had no doak on ; and, as they left the 
seat, tliis Teiy man turned his head round 
to lodL at the soldiers as they approached, 
and the light from a lantern shone full 
upon his &ce, which, she was certain she 
shoidd know again, as it was so singularly 
mailed -hy a deep scar as of a sabre wound, 
whkb disfigured one of his chedcs, and his 
nose. After this the oonrersation changed.; 
but waa renewed uponajqriving at the town 
of the Ida in an extraordinary way. I 
was not acquainted exactly with the rav 
sidence of the lady, to whom I proposed 
paying a Tint, and I desired the calezero 
to get drnm and iaqwm. While he was 

6 
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gone iipon tliis oraiid I dbaen^ed t 
irtfange loddng man firyiaog very atteib- 
ttv^ into the window df a house; I 
remarked the circiimstaiice to m^ aemrttntp 
and we botii kxAied at him. Before the 
calezeto retmmed, however, he tunied 
rdund. '^ Je^s, S^ora^"' excfadmed the 
•girl ; ^ it ia the very man whom I oyen^ 
faeavd upon the Alameda, on the nodm 
buena/* It was very true that he had 
exbctfjr iudi a mark in the ftce as she had 
before described. He had observed her 
exdamation, and that our attention waa 
directed towards him, and he went awa^E,. 
turning down a iane dose at hand. 

I did not IcBfow whitt to tiUnk of this 
drcamstaace ; for I had hard that you 
weise removed to the Ish^ and it was 
possible that you might be more deepfy 
tonderaed in the plot than I iaaagioed* I 
was idmost sorry thi^ I had iMated it isf 
lightly, and Was determmed i WoliM seek 
you out that very night, and moke myself 
known to you, pui^posely to Idl you all 
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that I know, t began to put my plan into 
^G^cution immediatdy, by inquiring fat 
your house.' My surprise was great when 
I found that it was the very house into 
whidi I had seen the man prying. I no 
I<»^[er hesitated how to proceed, but went 
directly to call upon you. You were out; 
and I was informed that you were not ex^ 
pected at home tiU very late^ as you were 
iat'Ia Sendra Chacona's masqued ball. 

I was very much. annoyed at this, be^- 
cause I would have followed you any 
where but there ; la Senora Chacona and 
I had once been upon good terms, but we 
had had a quarrel of a nature which 
would not admit Of my entering her house. 
But I was so miich alarmed at the idea» 
that it was probaUe your danger might 
be pressing that I followed a plan which 
was junoposed to me by my servant. I 
fnrocured the common garments of a beg- 
gar, and introduced myself into the crowd* 
ed masqoierade under this disguise. I was 
not long in finding you out, nor in seizing 

5 
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an opportunity of speaking to you on th^ 
subject which so much interested you ; but 
you were so much frightened that the ef- 
fect of yoiir terror stopped me in my dis- 
dosure. You fainted, and as I was most 
anxious not to be discovered by the mis- 
tress of the house, I left the room, and 
made my escape in - the confusion con- 
sequent upon your sudden iUness ; quieting 
my consdence by the consideration that I 
had put you upon your guard ; and, that in 
Um morning I w^uld complete the infer* 
inatioii which I had been prevented from 
giving you then. 

The friend who ought to have* gone 
down with us did not arrive that night, 
but came early the following morning, and I 
immediately told him all that I knew upon 
the subject of your danger. He told me 
that he was well acquainted with you, and 
he very kindly rdieved me from the un* 
pleasant necessity of apologizing for my 
unpaldenable neglect in not having more 
distinctly warned you of your danger in 
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the first instance, by dunging lumsdf 
with the task of giWng joo all the iabar-' 
matioB necessaiy. I was in great hopes 
that his communication w'ould have had 
the effect of aiaUing you to counteract the 
(dot of your enemieSii . 

** Who was the gentleman who pro* 
mised you to do this?** eagerly asked 
Ismena. 

'**' Don Luis de Mosquera/' said Dolores, 
and she looked to the ground ; for she felt 
that her trip to the Isla with him had qot 
heen of a very virtuous nature, and she 
had modesty enough to blush at^the recoU 
lection. 

^^ Don Luis de Mosquera!" exclaimed 
Ismena, with the utmost astoni^ment. 

She, however^ did not explain her asto« 
nishment to Dolores, who would not allow 
her to talk against the prohiHbition of the 
surgeon ; but having finished her narrative, 
and it being very late, she returned, pro* 
mising to visit Ismena in the morning 
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CHAP. Xtl. 

Publication of ibe Coostitution— Feast given by the 
Spanish Army at the Isla de Leoff — Bombardment 
of Cadiz^^The immense Mortars— Manner of 
avoiding the l^dils. 



XH£ subsequent tx^nvenatioiis dP Ismena 
with DdoKs were calculated cgoly to in- 
cfffise the doubts req)ecti]ig the extraoidi- 
nary attempt «^iist her Jife^ and to plui^ 
this mysterious ^mria a labyrinth of still 
detper mysteries. She was unable in any 
way to account for the enmity which had 
followed h^ so Ipng^ 'and with such unie* 
mitting malice. But the natural straigth 
of h^ constitution overcame the ill effects 
which might haye resulted from the agita^ 
tion of her mind ; and the wound in her 
arm was of so little coBseqttence» that ia a 

c6 
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very few days she was enabled to return to 
her aunt's house in the Isla de Leon. 

The mteresting political occurrences 
which were passing in Cadiz, and which 
occupied the eager attention of every dass 
of the nation, who all joined enthusiastically 
in the brilliant hopes which they excited^ 
contributed in a great measure to divert 
her mind from the contemplation of her 
own extraordinary situation, by creating a 
lively interest in all around her, of which 
she could not but partake. The Cortes 
had at length realized the expectation they 
had so long raised, by the publication of^iLe 
new Constitution — ^the comer stone, upbn, 
which was to be raised the emancipation of 
Spain from slavery and oppression-^he 
aliont which was to be added to the war- 
cry of the patriots— the standard of their 
rights, in the defence of which their blood 
was to flow. ^' Ferdinand the Seventh and 
the Constitution,'' was henceforth to be 
thehr bond of union, and their song of battle ; 
and the enthusiastic heart of a Spaniard 
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heard the yoice of victory in this addition 
to their established ridlying-word. 

This new bond of union was dispatched 
to every spot of Spanish soil untrodden by 
the myriads of the monsters of usurpation. 
It was every where publidy piroclaimed and 
solemnly sworn to : but nowhere was this 
inspiring ceremony more impressively per*' 
formed than in the Isla de Leon. In other 
parts this scene afforded the delightful spec- 
tacle of a family of brothers uniting to 
swear fiddity to their general parent, and 
for their general rights ; but in the Isla de- 
Leon it was a bond of friendship as well 
as of family union ; and the spectator expe- 
rienced at once the delightful sensations of. 
beholding a family uniting themselves to 
defend their country, and at the same 
time taking to their hearts, and as it were 
naturalizing to their cause, a friendly band 
of foreign Inrothers. 

The Constitution was solemnly pro* 
daimed and read in three of the most 
public parts of the town by the Governor, 
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who passed through the principal streets iif 
procession with idl the municipal officers, 
crimaoii canopies being ^ erected at the 
different stations appcnnted for the pujrpose. 
A fourth canof^ was placed at one eml of 
a vast c^^ pbdn which lies between the 
town c£ the Isla and the head of the Bay, 
catted the Campo de la Tcnrre Alta; "ttnd 
here the Charter was again read aloud to 
the whole Spanish army, with the Repent, 
General O'Donndlf at their head. Mass 
followed; but tke most delightful part of 
the ceremony was yet to come. The 
mingled huzzas flrom twelve thousand 
voices seemed to aha&;e the very earth» and 
echoed to the skies. The men piled their 
arms^ and marched regularly to another 
part of the plain^ where they were expected 
by the whole of the British force, formed 
in lines of regiments, but without ara». 

Upon the rising ground, from the height 
of which ascends the Toiro Alta^ which 
gives its name to the whole Gampo, a man* 
ber of large marquees had been pitched fit 
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equal distances, in each of which a repast 
had been prepared by the officers of one of 
the Spanish regiments ; and from the door 
of each tent was placed a narrow table, ex-' 
tending in a curved line about a hundred 
yaerds. These tables were plenti^y iur->' 
nished with boiled beef, cabbage, potatoes^ 
aaiid bread, and {denty of wine. It was at 
the extremity of these lines <^ tables diat . 
the Spanish army was halted, and the sol- 
diers waited but the word of cpminand from 
their officers, to invite their guests to the 
friendly repast. The signal was given by 
the S^nish General Officer conducting 
those o£ the British army, with their Aid* 
de-Camps, to the marquee prepared for 
them, an exan^e which was followed by 
the several departments of the staff, civil 
as well as military, each of which had a 
separate table. The front regiments of tUe 
two columns then advanced towards each 
other* The cheers were at some distance 
infrpntoftheirmen, and each individual of 
the British regiment fidund a friend, who^ 
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taking him warmly by the hand, led hitn 
to the tent allotted to them. The men 
continued to advance in regular order until 
within a few yards of each other, when all 
order was lost in the eager competitioD 
between the warm-hearted Spaniards, who 
should first embrace their foreign brothers, 
and encourage the shyness with which they 
at first received their kindness* Every one 
selected his companion : and some, running 
to those they had chosen, with open arms 
clasped them round their necks, while 
others, taking one by each hand, hastened 
to the appointed table. Regiment followed 
regiment, and the same scene took place 
with each^ until all the tables were occu- 
pied; for it was so arranged by the chiefs, 
that the divisions into regiments should be 
of equal number in both armies. 

At the table, the Spanish hosts paid the 
same attention to their guests that a dancer 
at a ball would do to his partner. They 
thought not of themselves until they had 
served their compafieros^ and they all vied 
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with each other in the service of their 
Mends. Wine flowed in abundance, and 
the consequence was what might be antici- 
pated. Those who were not actually in- 
toodcated, were sufficiently exhilarated by 
the effects of the wine and the animating 
bustle of the scene. In the tents of the 
officers the same warm-heartedness was 
displayed in a more polished manner ; but 
at length the repetition of national and 
complimentary toasts produced the same 
effect as the coarser solicitations of the 
men : all were exhilarated, yet did there 
not occur one single altercation* As the. 
officers left their tents they were cheered 
by the mingled multitude of happy friends ; 
they were seized by crowds of the soldiers: 
of both nations and carried round this 
scene o^festivity and friendship, accompa- 
nied by shouts of ^* Fiva nuestros dndgosy 
viva nuestros officiaks t^^'Lang live our 
.ifriends, long live our officers !" (3) 

The feast ended, the partakers of it 
separated themselves into various parties. 
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some of'whom jstanoHed about did town 
flS]ig;iiigand daacuigy while otiien reoiaiiied 
on the gromid moSiaAy occapied. The 
iiois7 nurth of these was temporarily sus- 
pended by the scientific singing of a GerauHi 
lament in the British senrice, who, haying 
collected together, joined thdr voices in 
beantifid haimony, (i»nnting thdr eyeing 
hymn. This mvac gained much by the 
contrast with the discordant medley of 
Toices whidi preceded it; and its effect 
was indeed striking. 

Ism^ia was a witness of this extraracdi- 
nary and delightful scene, and it assisted 
very mudi in relieving her fipom the mdsa- 
choly state of mind wlndi had become 
habitual to her since the occurrences that 
had lately taken phice. She thought much 
upon them^ii but was unable to drfiw any 
conclusion from her thoughts* Without 
understanding bow she had incurred tbe 
enmity of Mosquera, die was convinced^ 
that he must be concerned in some manner 
in the plot against her, aldiougb she could 
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fiod no grounds fw this suspicion further 
than her own imagination, corroborated by 
the extraordinary circumstance of his 
having taken no notice of the mformation 
he had received from Dolores Mpralesf, and 
which he had promised to communicate to 
her. Why, had he not done so ? She was 
now unable U> answer this questicm ; for his 
intrigue with Dolores had ended in an 
open breach, of a nature which had induced 
her to refuse to renew their acquaintance, 
for the purpose of interrogating him on 
this point. 

Mosquera, on his part, lived in constant 
uneasiness lest he should be betrayed to the 
police, and be prevented from jNx^fiting by 
the preparation he had been making {our im 
escape, should he be reduced to the neces- 
sity of flying. He was, indeed, surprised 
and appalled by the communication which 
bad been made to him by Dolores in the 
Isla ; but he was so convinced by her man« 
ner, and by the choice she had made of a 
confidant, of no suspicion having fallen upon 
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the real object to be feared, that his plea« 
sure at the good fortune which had enabled 
him to put a stop to all proceedings that 
might end in his detection, was greater than 
his r^ret at the partial discovery of his 
villany. But by entrusting her lover with 
this communication, Dolores had created a 
feeling in his breast very inimical to that 
which she required in the fortunate candi- 
date for her favour. He could no longer 
look at her without a consciousness of g^ilt, 
which completely prevented hun from feel- 
ing any sensation of pleasure in her society, 
and from being able to express the tender- 
ness which was necessary to afford her any 
pledsure from his. An opportunity soon 
offered for a rupture, and they separated 
with feelings which rendered both equally 
averse to a reconciliatiX)n. 

Mosquera found himself in a situation 
which required a great deal of circumspec- 
tion, and which became every day more 
difficult. He had accordingly endeavoured 
to extricate himself from it as speedily as 
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possible^ and had made represaitations to 
his employers . which he expected would 
produce a permission to withdraw himself 
from Cadiz, where more than one person 
had akeady . suspected the loyalty . of his 
conduct. ' The failure of his plot against 
Ismeoa, unattended as it had been by any 
measures hostile to him, had almost con* 
vinced him that he could owe his safety to 
nothing but ignorance; and he conduded 
that his supposition with respect to the 
information she had jreceived fbom Alvarez 
was erroneous. But whether so or not> he 
had reason to suspect more danger from 
other quarters ; and as he could not hope 
to .assassinate aU his enemies, he rdinqushed 
his persecution of one whom he now con« 
sidered was to be feared the least, if at all. 
' But Mosquara had another reason to 
wish hiipself out of Cadiz, which had con« 
siderable weight with him, if it was not the 
most powerful of his motives. Daring as 
he was in defying the laws of morality and 
of his country, planning any crime> how- 



erer hemous, ,from wUcb lie expected to 
dfirive in^vidual benefit, he was nther 
csautious in the perpetratkni 'of such as re^ 
qiuved penosal courage, or were accompa*- 
lued by personal dai^r. He would in all 
cases moM gladly avoid the ride of exposing 
ids -life ; and the activity of the besiegers df 
Cadiz had placed the -lives of all its idbalii<- 
taots m a certain degree of danger, by the 
invention of a machine ^duch enabled them 
to bombard it from a distance of more thm 
m thousand yards. (4) 

The shells that were dispatched £rom the 
enormous mortars which had been cast by 
Itoich mgenuity in the magnificent foun* 
dery for cannon at l&ville, paid their firat 
afaoaning^ visits to the aoiserable infaefaitants 
dtihsBurtiodeiSkintaMaria.^ Therange 
bowevar, was gradually extended ov^ the 
Barrio de San Carlos : and the Ptaza de 

* Barrio is a civil division of the city, unconnected 
with the ecclesiastical one into parroquiasy or parishes. 
The Parrio de San Carlos is the St. James's, and thQ 
Barrio de Santa Maria the St. Giles's, of Cadiz. - 



San AntoniOj and^tiieCampa&ato, tvwe 
shortfy afterwards indiiidedy leaidng but a 
compaaratively small pcntioii of the city free 
fpom danger. The danger, in itadf waa 
trifling, as the result of four months' bom- 
bardment proved ; (5) for the sheHs were 
small, and were filled with lead, instead oS 
condbustible matter, to give them sufficient, 
weight to carry them the distance thcrjr 
wene to go. Those, therefore, which bursty 
rather broke in pieces from the concusdon 
of their fall than from the operation of thtt 
fuses^ which, besides, were genendlyHiost iiii 
the way. But they produced at first the^> 
effect intended by the beai^gers^ though: 
not in iHe degree they hoped for. Thsfi 
treated an alarm: )unong8t the inhabitants x^ 
such as were rich enough took: tlieit fami-^ 
lies to the Isfat, which, speedily enreiiflowed' 
widi these fri^tened . emigrants. . The 
meanest rooms in the remote comer of the 
city, which had been, hitherto, unatt^ned: 
by these fearful messengers of. deaths were - 
hired at the most exorbitant^pride^ and tbe : 
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vaults under the Muralla, which were 
bomb-proof, and which served as public 
magazines, were opened every night for the 
reception of siich as had interest enough to 
obtain admittance. 

But it was wonderful to see how soon 
the generality of the inhabitants became 
fiEimiliarized to the horrid hissing of these 
winged deaths. The little effect which 
they produced, and the smallness of the 
number who suffered from their fall, almost 
reconciled the Gaditanos to the ncnse of 
their approach. The admirable precautions 
adopted by the authorities contributed in 
a great measure to this end. It has already 
been remarked that the houses in Cadiz 
were very generally surmounted by high 
towers, to support wiiich, the walls on the 
side where the torres are erected are of 
excessive thickness. It wa$ soon found 
that these walls were sufficiently strong to 
n^sisi even the accelerated force with which 
the shdls fell; and fiie Grovemor lost no 
time in publishuag a list of the streets 



\ 
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where these supporting parapets ran in a 
direction across the course of the shells, 
affording consequently a defence from them. 
With these eveiy inhabitant became soon 
acquahited ; and as the shell with its com- 
paratively slow motion required upwards of 
a minute to perform its lengthened journey, 
men were stationed in two of the principal 
steeples of the city,^ whose glasses enabled 
them to obtain the earliest information c^ 
the discharge of the well-known mortars, 
from the smoke which accompanied it : this 
event was instantly announced to the city 
by a single stroke on an enormous beU, at 
which solemn sound every individual sought 
safety in the defence of the nearest support- 
ing wall, which occurred to his mind. The 
silent pause which every where followed 
the awful bell was only interrupted by the 
tremendous voice of the engine of destruc- 
tion, as it ap{»*oached with increasing rapi- 
dity ; and the cessation of this stunning 

*; That of San Frapciscp, and that of San Augufitino. 
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sound produced ftom every pious Spaniard 
an exclamation of <iidids:sgivihg, accompa* 
nied by a hasty sign of the cross. 

The efSbctof the warrang bell was electric^ 
sind produced a sensation inlhe mind which 
cannot be described. It might probably be 
the passing knell of some fellow-citizen, or 
perhaps one's own. It produced the same 
awftii emotions in the minds of the whdie 
dty, and every one shstred the same antid* 
pation, and sought safety from the same 
danger. At the commencement of this 
bombardment, befbre its fiwiiilness had been 
lessened by repetition, Mosquera £^und hini« 
sdf one morning in the Plazuela deiCorreaf 
one of the most frequented spots in all Ca« 
diz, a mercantile rendezvous, from whidi' 
the votaries of Commerce had not been 
frightened away :* he was in conversation 
amidst a concourse of people when the- 
loud toll of the bdl of San Augustino vi- 
brated on the air. Mosquera was unp^ 
pared for the unwelcome information which 
was thus conveyed' tQ him; he hesitated 



an instant, but in that instant he was alone ; 
he looked in vain for the crowd which had 
surrounded him — ^he was a solitary being 
in the deserted plaza, and he was too much 
alarmed to attempt to fly from the fate 
whiqh he &ncied certain ; but the revenge 
of Alvarez was not entrt^d to 'the mes- 
senger which the bell had announced : the 
shell passed over him, and after some time 
he recovered himself. (6) 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Telegraphic Spies— »El Vengador-^MaArid 

Farewell 6f tb^^imdi to Cadiss^Tfae nusing of 

iheSiegew 



X H£ course of Ismena's life in the Isia ( 
de Leon was suddenly interrupted by an 
event which she could not but deplore, 
although it left her mistress of a sum of 
money which ensured her independence; 
the death of her great-aunt, Mrs. Mag- j 
lashan, who had long been bending under ' 
the weight of years, and who, in dying, | 
made her grand-niece sole heiress of all 
she possessed : this amounted to a mo- 
derate income sufficient to satisfy the un- 
ambitious desires of Ismena; the event 
left her entirely alone, and unbound by 
any tie which could prevent her fix>m 
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SoUowtDg the ba^t of li^ ifidinfttioM. 
Her friends the Nuneza immediatel j pm- 
posed to her to become an inmiiite of their 
hoase^ urttil die fihould come to some de- 
.teankuBtion witin reelect to her fiitia*e re- 
jldMoe^ and she gladly accepted the pn>- 
fosri. Her fiieinds had .Ibeen unaMe t6 
obtoiii accmnmodatibns out of lliat f>art cf 
the city of Cadiz which fwe» ^posed tD 
the' fearfiil visEtat&ons of the Ensnph shells, 
and were there&fre abUgitd to reeendl^ 
theiinsdiYes to the contimiai state of alanqi 
m whidh thej necessarify liv^. Biit I&- 
mena was tmawed hv "Am situatioii ; aii4 
^eoQsideriiig^ ti»e &w {sers^na whd had 
actuafijr isiiffered during the bonli^tt-dmefit, 
die dispelled ber &ai!s, afind t6q[k tip bar 
abode twith her tefrified friends. 

Mosquera ui the meao time' faaii' beeii 
unable te «ndtee the oonstaat a^taj^bii 
irMch he ndEbred jansing from Hs fear^^ ^ 
lBs:pcr80Bal solfetf , ap|a*eliepBding equalljrtjie 
dangers iriithin and without fine wttUs cf 
the town. He aeiied ^ oppbtiamity jof 

D 2 



the preparaticm which was tnakiiig for anex- 
pedition from Cadiz, consisting of an ahnoat 
equal proportion of British and Spanish 
troops, and having obtained some informa- 
tion true or felse respectLng its destinatioD, 
counselled by his fears, he chose himself to 
be the bearer of this intelligence to his em- 
ployers. He left Cadiz by means similar 
to those by which he had enabled Felix to 
leave it ; and as the boat which bore him 
pushed off from the quay, he heartily ccm- 
gratulated himself at having escaped from 
tiie jeopardy which his pusillanimous dis- 
position had so considerably magnified. 

And timely was his escape. It pre- 
ceded by a few days only thcf discovery of 
his infami^, and the publication of his name 
as a traitor. Never was the inactivity of 
the Spanish authorities more clearly ex- 
emplified than in the continuance of the 
gang of spies^ of which Mosquera had 
been the principal, and in its tardiness in 
making the discovery which immediately 
followed the flight of that renegade. For 
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tiie pur{)Ose of making signals across the 
bay to the besiegers, a habitation had been 
taken at the top of a house in the Barrio de 
Santa Maria» upon which there was a 
tower somewhat higher than those which 
surrounded it, and which, being near the 
Muralla, w^ not hid by any intervening 
houses. Hare one of the. band of spies 
was in the habit of making signals, by 
exposing a certain number of lights, which 
were jcendered more visible by the aid of 
reflectors. For. an ipamense length of time 
this kind of communication had been car* 
tied on with impunity ; many inhabitants 
of the town had observed these extraor^ 
dinary lights, when either pleasure or 
business led them to walk that %ay late at 
night ; but their observations were con- 
fined to a simple exclamation of surprise ; 
and those whom it most interested to know 
it remained ignorant of it. At length, 
however, it was pointed out to the Gover- 
nor, and the spy was seized during the 
.process of transmitting one of these tdegra- 



54 FELtX ALVAKEZ. 

phic didpAtches. His arrest M to tiie 
discov^ of the name of Mosqiiera, and 
6f some of hk pnptt^, which dearlf in^ 
dicated the nature of hte mission in Cadl^ : 
his nktne became publicly known as a 
tnit&t. 

When Idmena was acquainted with these 
dfcumstances^ she became fiiHy continMd 
of the truth of all her conjectures respect- 
mg bis conduct towards Alvatez) of whodO 
Me 9he had lately recei^^d BOm« tiidtogr 
fh)m the public roice. The fame of the 
band ' Of Felix Alvarez had preceded lt» 
formal organizntion into a regiment ; and 
the public^ with their chai'acteristic fond'* 
ness for agnomina, had already designated 
FeKx by that erf El Vengador^ arising 
from the circumstance, which was ge*- 
nerally talked of, of his baring commenced 
his miUtaiy career, for the satisfkction of 
personal as well as puUic vengeance. 
The history of his life, which Was told in a 
hundml different ways, was become a very 
general subject of conversation^ and the 



official annunciation of the tank ancjr ho- 
nours bestowed on him and his gberiilas 
gave very general satisfactioti ; but his 
feme, as Ei Fengador, had spread so fai? 
that no attempt was made to alter his 
appellation. (7) It was by that name th^t 
the newspapers recorded the progress of his 
band» his exertions, and his glory: the 
incidents which occurred during the siege 
of Tari& had frequently been noticed, and 
many of his reports to his general copied 
into the journals. Thus for some time 
past Ismena had had Alvarez constantly 
brought to her notice ; and his glory was a 
delight to her heart. In all her plans for 
her future life, she thought but pf him; 
and she locked with anxious hope to the 
prospect of again meeting with him. 

The greater number of the heroes of 
Tarifa had returned to Cadiz, and been 
received there with the applause and 
enthusiasm which th^eir gallant conduct 
merited ; and the British commander who 
had so nobly defended the walls of that 
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place, was the same that was now ap- 
pouited to command the British part of 
the expedition which was preparing, and 
intended to act offensively against the 
enemy. It was not -long before its des- 
tination was discovered to be the opposite 
coast: and its disembarkation took place at 
Huelba ; but the public attention at Cadiz 
was drawn from this object, comparatively 
small, by the news of the freedom of 
Madrid, and the entry of the allies into 
thait capital. This consequence of the 
ever-memorable battle of Salamanca had 
been anxiously anticipated by all the good 
citizens of Spain. The moment arrived 
at last; and it was announced to the in- 
habitants of Cadiz to prepare them for 
another, and to them a happier event, the 
freedom of their own city. The accounts 
of the delivery of the capital were read 
with the utmost joy by the too happy 
gaditanos. The shells, which flew over 
their heads in greater profusion than ever, 
excited but a momentary exclamation. 
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The solemJa sound of the wjEuning bell 
failed to . produce the sudden and con- 
fus^/ flight amongst the crowd gathered 
^t cmmers where the accounts of this great 
event were stuck up: eray thought 
seemied swallowed up in the anxious de* 
sire to he,ar the details df it Almost every 
one had a newspaper in his hand, and was 
devouring its contents with his eyes» or 
reading aloud for the information of hi9 
friends around him* 

" Madrid free ! (8) 

*• August 15, . On the 10th and 

11th inst. Pept left this capital with about 
4>ne thousand five hundred men, including 
tbree i^egiments of jyramentados : abou( 
ten thousand fugitive renegades of all 
kinds followed their sovereign. Our re- 
.deemers entered on the 12th. The joy. of 
th^se moments may be felt, but cannot be 
described. The Retiro was assailed on 
the 13th and 14th : at 12 o'clock on the 
14th, the one thousand seven hundj^ed 

d5 
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FrencfameiH and three hundred jurodos of 
the garrison, caj^lukited. Largfe mageamen 
bf£ stOTGB, dothmg) and piovidions, and 
one hundred aiMl eighty pieces of cannon^ 
have been found. There have been tiiree 
nights of ilhimination, and this is' the 
fourth of universal delight. The satis- 
faction and jubilee of the.peo^e has been 
increased by the solemn and majestic fes* 
tival of the publication on the ISth, and 
the swearing, to-day, ^ the constitution 
which has been formed in Cadiz, amongst 
shells and grenades, by the worthy repre- 
sentatives of the Spanish nation. The 
town of Madbrid wfll always be an example 
of fidelity, gobnfib»on, obedience and con«^ 
stancy, in fiivour cf the countiy* Three 
divisbns will niardi to-day towards la 
Mancha. Deserters and fiigitives arrive by 
crowds. We have good hopes in the ju-- 
Yamentados, who go with Pepe b^ fenee* 

'' Macbrid, Aug. 16tli. At one in ihe 
tnoraing of the 1 filth, the last of the Frencli 
U& Madrid wi^ibQut doing midohief A 
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fdmoTi time after, tbe allies entered with the 
9e¥enth division, and two brigades of ca- 
rahy ; as likewise the men of the £mpe- 
dnado. The jojr, and shouts of applause, 
the kisses and embraces which were mu- 
tually well received, are beyond all com- 
parison, and cannot be expressed by the pen. 
El Lord* is placed in the Palace: the apar(>* 
ments of the Infante Don Antonio have been 
given to Mm, having been chosen as not hav-^. 
ing been infected by the vapours of the van^ 
^ds. Don Carlos de Espa&a is in the houst 
of theMarques de Santiago: theEmpednadil 
in Uie house of the Duke del Infemtado; and 
the inhabitants contend who shall cairy 
the rest to their homes. The mdb went 
wiUi tbdr paaderosf to tear down the 
branches of the young trees upon the 
akmeda made fay Pepe» at the Puerta de 
Snt Tieente, and finrraed them into n^ay^ 
pedes, with; wfaadbi they went to receive tt 



* The Lord. Lord Wellington was very ge- 
nerally called 80 by the Spaniards, 
t A rustic kind of tambourine. 
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Lard. Their mad joy is not easy to be 
described in its just colours: three dajrs 
of illumination : the streets all hung with 
tapestry from the windows : all the world 
mad without knowing when they shall re- 
turn to their senses. The allies are asto- 
nished to see these extreme effects of jey 
and gratitude. 

^^ Pepina marched with all his strollers 
by the road of Aranjuez and Toledo, near 
which places the allies are pursuing th^n. 
It is stated that Toledo has already capitu- 
lated. The garrison of the Retirp, of one 
thousand eight hundred men, has capitu- 
lated: a thousand of them are sent off 
towards Arabaca. Eight hundred jura- 
mentados remain at the disposal of Govern- 
ment, and it is hoped that prompt mea- 
sures will be taken concerning them. In 
the Retiro were found two eagles,* one 
, hundred and . eighty pieces of cannon, 
twenty thousand stand of arms, one thou- 

* AquiluchOf the word in the original means a 
bastard eagle. 
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sand fire hundred suits of clothing, a quan- 
tity of ammunition, hundreds of thousands 
of rations, mules, oxen ; three milHons of 
rials, and ^7 ex-maidens, with one hun- 
dred renegades. 

*^ El Lord has appointed Don Carlos de 
Espaiia Governor of Madrid, who imme- 
diately issued a prodamation, that all per- 
sons who knew where any property be- 
longing to the JPrench, or to vile SpaniaMs, 
was deposited, should declare the same 
within the term of eight days. It is sup- 
posed el Lord will soon leave us, as it his 
intention to attack the French* in de- 
tail." 

Such was the account of this happy 
event, published in Cadiz, which was shifts 
ed from hand to hand, and edioed from 
mouth to moutii, throughout all the dty. 
Such was tlv9 scene which was shortly to 

be reacted by those very persons who were 

■> 

. \ *Gdbadio is a caat term for a low Frenchioaii. . 
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fine them. This was the jfiEurewell salute of 
the besi^ers, and after it all was siknt. 

The effect upon the minds of the aator 
nished group of girls in the balcony can-* 
not be described Just aroused from deep» 
unable to account for all they saw, it rather 
seemed like magic than reality. But their 
astonishment was indeed increased when 
they found the windows and balconies of 
the houses on either side of them crowded 
with their inhabitants^ when they saw the 
whole length of the muralla and alameda, 
as far as the eye. could reach, covered with 
niore people than had ever, crowded upon 
them on the grei^^test fi^te in the year. 
The joy which was occasioned amongst 
this crowd by the certainty of their de* 
liverance was expressed in a thousand dif* 
ferent ways. The man who found him^^ 
self near a friend or a common acquaint- 
ance, threw his arms round his neck, and 
embraced him in the fulness of his heart; 
and he who was unacquainted with those 
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Iv^ho ^rrounded him, promiscuously seized 
the hands of all, and endeavoured by the 
heartiness of the shake to express his feel- 
ings. Visits were made all round the. 
town by every one to all their acquaint-* 
duces ; and from the bustle of the scene a 
stranger to the cause^ if there could have 
been one in Cadiz, would have imagined i€ 
to be mid-day, rather than four hours after 
mid-night. 

In a very few hours the boat-men upon 
the quay were bawling out the almost 
forgotten cry of " El Puerto ? Qukn se 
cmbarca para el Puerto ? " Port St. 
Mary's? Who goes to Port St Mary's?** 
The people, however, were not allowed to 
pass over the bay, until measures had been 
taken to clear the opposite coast of the 
rear guard, or the stragglers which might 
have been left by the besiegers in their 
retreat, or rather flight. 

The Cortes only assembled for the pur- 
pose of ordering that a solemn te dexjm 
should be sung, in thanksgiving for the 
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liberation c^ the otj, throughout which 
nothiug was thought of» or talked of, bul 
j^y* joy^ joy ! Many were the jeu^v d^ es- 
prit with which that day abounded; 
amongst others^ the following appeared iq 
the form of a common invitation to a 
funeral, given by the relatioiis of a dead 
man to all his acquaintances. <10) 

** Resquiescant in Pace. 

'' Buonaparte, son of Leticia; Pepe, son of 
the same mother; Soult, Satrap <^ Anda- 
lucia; Semell^, General of the coast; and 
the other relations, executors, and friends 
of the defunct Siege of Cadiz, who died 
this day, request the favour of your pre- 
sence to see the burning of the batteries, 
redoubts, magazines, &c. set fire to from 
the plains of Salamanca, by the celebrated 
English Chief Wellington, and the flames 
blown by the valiant fugitwes of the m- 
^oincible legions which are now retiring in 
advance. For which they will be grateful 

• Cfldiw, August 25, 1812. 
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" The deceased resided in Chidana^ Tfo- 
cadero, Puerto-real, and Puerto de Santa 
Maria. 

'' To the public.'' 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

The French driven from Seville— Felix taken Pri- 
soner — His Preservation and Return to Seville— 
A Spanish Conversation— French Tax on Deaths 
^Meeting of Felix with Ismena. 



Alvarez, el Vengador, was not the 
last who was acquainted with the retreat 
of the French from before Cadiz. He 
watched their movements, and his heart 
beat high at the prospect of seeing the fer- 
tile plains of Aridalusia delivered from the 
scourge with which they had been so long 
afflicted; which had converted the cheer* 
ful labour of the peasant into a task of 
misery, and embittered the fruitful pro- 
duce of the soil. He anticipated the hap- 
piness he should derive whilst hovering 






raiind the monsters in their flight, fircna 
cutting down the stragglers^ and anxnfaikt. 
ing the ravaging parties that dared to 
iseparate themselves from the main bodj* 
Yet» did he not waste time in waiting for 
their approach ; but having prepared his 
men, and given his orders to Sanchez, be 
went to Seville in his usual disguise, to. ex«- 
amine himsdf the state of the enemy. 

He found the French and the Frenchified 
inhabitants of Seville in great alarm and 
confiision. Soult had dispatdied his ordets 
to the General commanding the troops 
upon the coast, beginning with these 
words : " By order of the King, and for 
the purpose of assisting his M^esty, who is 
in the greatest danger, you wiU prepare 
every thing for the immediate mairqh ,<Kf 
the army:" and he had himself left .Sef 
ville by the road of Cordova, with tbfe 
greater part of the troops: there.: yet re- 
mained, however, a considerable body of 
French, who, in gre^ jconstamatinm were 
4afly expecting the ojs^ to mar4K JS^Hm, 
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bmOng fiflceriaiiied tbitt wnrlv liaMetted 
-to jam the expecUtim wkich hbd safled 
^oin Cadiz, and diieinbg i fce d at HiieSm, 
iM wiidtL luid naade sMie advance* to- 
wanb Sevilfe, upon nMdi place fte be- 
degers of C|tdiz were iielirin^^ £dli(i«ed Ikjr 
91 ' small force ef Spaniards to wflkoh thor 
taoyemeittR. 

He was wariMy it^cenred by the diii^ 
<rf that expedition, by whom his naine and 
hm senrices were known and estimated^ 
^and in cbnsequenee of the informaiioat he 
ga^^ them, they proshed on quicklj tomav^ 
Seville. The attention of the Fiench had 
iieen so talcen up by the rapid auceessioa of 
more important ecv^ents, and by their owii 
suy^nnente, that; the l^e fiotee that had 
disen^sarked at Hudba was ticmoakf 
^iibught of, and it was on the banks of 
the Gttfldaiqmvir b^re 4hey were aware 
tff its aippifGlbch. The bridge aa*oss tiiot 
river of SevtUteis of wood, and was bastiily 
eut, and attenkpted to be ^fised ty i^ %e^ 
wildered T'neoch ; but this operation iWas 

1 



pafomied with such fear and trefiiliKiig*^ 
in the expectation of the instant kpprtaidh 
of the enemy, that they succeeded only in 
making a broad breach before the advance 
guard of tJie British division, accompanied 
by a few Spaaiards, appeared to intemipt 
them. 

It wias early in the morning, and but few 
of the inhabitants of SeviHe had risen feom 
ihdr beds ; but the alarm was gLven, and 
ali the worid were soon roused. The 
French in great confusion began thdr res- 
treat mth all possible speed ; (11) atid two 
pieces of artflkry , with a<Jonsiderable foBce, 
wewe posted at the bridge, to keep the allies 
in cheek until' they had time to eflfecf thefr 
<^ht : but during thie time it took to l%ri^ 
these cannon to the l^n^eti bridge, sev^tfl 
of ' the mhaMtlmts, heedless Of the dang^ 
to whidh they exjK)»ed th^tnsdtis, eamb 
running doiwn with plariks' up<m tHelfr 
shoulders to render it pa^sat^ for ihdr li- 
berators. Scarcely had a • single plank beeh 
placed across the chasm, wWfch waa tob 



brpad to leap^ when Felix -Sew along the 
aanrow and unsteady path which it present- 
ed. He was followed by a few, a very few ; 
for by this time the two pieces of artillery 
were planted on the opposite side^ and the 
destructive grape shot swept along the 
bridge, and seemed for a moment to render 
4he patriotic exertions of the inhalntants 
useless, and the rash bravery of Alvarez, the 
sacrifice of his life. Alvarez wa^ struck in 
the thigh by one of the shot, and fell but a 
jfew yards from the chasm which he had 
just passed. The wound was trifling ; and 
a party of French rushed upon the bridge 
to complete what the shot had but begun ; 
and then did Felix's arm do justice to the 
^use by which it was nerved : many came 
upon him, and many were the blows which 
he dealt around him. He sustained this 
< unequal cpml^at for some time, until , a blow 
which i^as aimed at his head laid open his 
.right cheek, and, exhausted, he felt that he 
could do no more. Yet even at this perilous 
moment the chivalrous feeling was ^live in 
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Us fapeasip and aiixitus to emt the hlade 
that had ao wdL defimdel ao just a enae, 
from lieh%^ poKttied by the 4aiids of Ae 
aimatetsf» in whoae tilood it had so ofiat 
been dipped, he mustered his teBuaaoaBag 
iS»ce» and iSiiow^ing his sitrord olrer the 
chmm which separated him from Ua £riendi^ 
he gave himself up to the daatii whoch lie 
belieMd awaited him.i(12) 

Yet did thej iqxm Ms life. I& daeav 
which was the unifissrm of his nanlc Aud hia 
hra^e amduct, induced them to heKeve htm 
an officer of distincticm, asd the^ di^gged 
hbn awa^j in the dying state in wfaidi thair 
blows had left him. During the scutte 
more planks had been ^aced upon t)he 
bridge, and the Britidi aad ^aniah soldites 
now oame over in noftoent nuiabecs im 
dkivK the French fnnn titeir post; Thef 
fled oanfeedly^ Fdix was laid actoss the 
carriage of one of the <giinfi# and thaj oaisied 
hsaa as-fiastiB. the horses ooaU dmsr iiU on 
the mad svhidi had iiee^t taken Iqr Aeir 
fn^ve oBrnxaifes: The vlttt<«ras litde 
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army nuhed on to the gates of SeviUe^ 
which they found dosed, but soon forced^ 
ftHowing at the point of their haybnets the 
war of the jPrench, whom theythad driven 
finom the bridge. 

It is impossible to express the joy of the 
inhabitants at the sight of their deliverers. 
With the rear of the Flinch army yet filing 
out of the town at one end of the street, the 
vandows at the other end of the same street 
were crowded with people waving their 
handkerchiefs, and calling out with joy 
upon their liberators.' Every hodse was 
open to receive the new and the long- 
absent friends, who found it difficult to 
diMngage themselves from the repeated 
embraces of all who met them. All were 
anxious to be their hosts, and very many of 
the English and Spanish officers partook of 
the break&sts which had. been prepared for 
those of the French army. 
' But while all was victory and rejoidf^ 
in Seville, with Alvarez it was &r otiier* 
vmei\ The French had fled under the 
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ifl^fesdon thai it was by tlie aittjr- whWhi 
had been set free bj the valsiDg of the sSqfl^ 
of Cadiz that they were attacked ; ' and bo 
great was their palm:» that they marched 
unceasingly for sixteen leagues, antietpatii^* 
at every halt fbr r^t the appeahurice'^ 
ibe enemy in fiveir r^r. Dkniiig tfais' 
dieadfiil march Fdix remamed on the cat^ 
riage of the gun. A surgeon had' bojand 
up his wounds, but he had ftdnfcd from 
loss of blood,^ pain, and fatigue ; and unable 
to support himself upon tde ittcouTBrnent 
vehicle by which he was tratisported, they 
had tied him to it to keep him from fiaJling 
o£f. In this depl(mtble situatbn he remdinad 
for a considerable leiigth of tini^until^ from 
his cohtkiued £Gnnjkmg, tbe soldiers around 
him supposed him to be dea4 anict scane of 
them proposed to render it certain, and leave 
his body by th^ road«Md6 : hdwever, the 
state in which b^ was beiifg reported to the 
nearest general officer, he • c^ered that he 
should be left in the first house whioh they 
cwne to, and if he were alive, that his 

£2 
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fliiMUi lie Ukm 9ot to 8fp«« ^n&ifh 
A ff c o ri ipg fe^ fag WAS ^fftol to A fi^nto # i^w 
jwrdbmiff Mto mtd* wkioli bud bm daserM 
1^^ Ito iAh«Miiiite ^P0» Abe 1^^ 

4ial iH ted i^oiitoiiii^< I^^v^ it irv 
dttobtiid w^f th^ JFWli3( viare 4e9d of ^Hvt^ 

Yiw titmghb to dkp irj^bcwt ^lyr pqn^ 

Alber iMHy jioib» bad eli^p^ed* wd aU 
Itofiil^itaiied fUng^m^ i9f the flying nrrajr 
httl |M£»ed« ^ mastor of Umb venta apd » 
WMflxir .4if |>fwMl9 ?i9iita^ toveitpfli to 
fteid^Mitod haii» Tte #i^ dii^ ^bi«li 
4»7 tiel«M WAS ifebe ^b^ i^ nba nvS^ip]^ 

Uood, mi4lM9 «ki0i^.fttt wfi»9^d with iu 

wiVtaqt Uj^^»mmms hm t^y found 
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prertnted bim from seeing, and atmosfc 
Irdm breathings They then undieflaed hiiii^ 
ind pelbaicidaged hi» wounds; and faavk^ 
mad« & bed of itvww in one corner, they- 
Wrapped Mm in their cloais, and laid' Inai 
cm it. It was not long befiDfe he Iras suffix 
\eieTMj recovered to be dble to take some 
sustenance which they offered him; To 
Hieir repeated inqnirses of *• Who are you?* 
wUcb tbbir curiosity induced them to rmkt 
r«dthoifl altentioit to hi^ Wedkness, A1t» 
tM at lei^di was aUb to alBwtr, '< JB/ 
i^4^0&r^«^^ii asiswer wUnfa mdsfc pra- 
bably sawed his life; lor had he resmincd 
mikaown, the poor, simply mid unilaidciBg 
peasants woidd most likely have Id^ l^ns 
without oAier attend^ince ^lati what iAm 
barber of the ne^hbourii^ vifiage could 
aibrd, 0t other medicine than wine: but 
t^ moment they were informed' that it 
Was their good fprti»iie to bshre rei^ered 
assistance to the famotfii Fengadat, wfaos^ 
name alMe Imd been enot^ t& strike wiOs 
terror the wanderings foraging parties of th^ 
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« 

French, and save the farms^ from being 
plundered, they hastened to communicate 
the intelligence to all such as they found in 
the village ; and one of the peasants im- 
mediately set off with the news to Seville, 
tdMng all the world, as he went along, £1 
Vengador is alive ! £1 Vengador is sttfe ! 

But Felix was far £rom being safe. He 
was, as might be expected, in a violent fever 
and strong delirium, and perfisctly uncon* 
scious of what was passing around him; 
and he must have died, had not the good 
peasant infbnhed his friends of his situation : 
lie met one of the guerillas, to whom he 
imparted the glad hidings that Felix lived, 
and desinibed th^ spot where he was. The 
gueriHii imniiediately informed SancbesSi 
Nvho lost no time in rescuing bisi deiar master. 
He had him inbmecyiately convej^ed to Se- 
ville ; and in so doing, only anticipated the 
result of the peasant's journey to that 
place: he was met on the road by a car- 
riage sent by the Spanish General for the 
same {mrpose, as soon as he was mad^ 
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acquainted with Felix's idtuation. In Se^ 
ville be was billeted on one of the best 
houses in the town, the master of; which 
was but too happy to receive him. Heoe 
the care and attention which was bestowed 
upon, him was rewarded with complete 
success : his .wounds were, both fledi 
wounds ; one by the grapershot in the 
thigh, and the other was from. a. sabre 
which was intended to sjdit open his 8kull» 
tmt falling a little on one side, it had tcdcm 
off part of his ear^ and laid open.the whole 
of one ched^. There was little dmgsst in 
either of these ; .but his life had. run mwe 
risk .from the loss of bipod, fatigue,, and 
horror of his. situation after he had received 
them, than ftom the wounds themselves. . 

Felix, upon awakening from ;.a sound, 
dteep, into which he had been ^rownby 
the effect of medicine, heard one morning 
the following conversation between two 
persons who attended him, an old woman 
who acted in the capacity of nurse, and a 



ymmg mm, the scrraiit of the nuKter of 
Ae house. 

"^ Vure Dlo^r nid the }aoixa|^ aai^ "* it 
» a hai^y tixiog^ for all Spain,. tiMt tiie 
Seior Veogwbv is out of .danger ; mmty 
a French vaacal that would have lired had 
he ikedf will die as he lirts." 

*^ Ah! hija nno," * nplied the old woawn^ 
^ it was the Holy Virgin that was present 
thefe with him asd bhmted the swdrd of 
Uftcneimes. Had he benor as holy & ntwi 
as blesMd St. I>i0iaiaickr she woldd no 
douht have ooodeieeiided to hmre appealed 
.ti8ihl7tolitm.mthahattk, even as she did 
to Aath^y Saint, to oamok him mider the 
pain of his self«case%atio» when she gave 
him^he Rosario;'* (IS) and the old wconan 
dropped a bead of that which she held in 
her hand, xawardfy muttering* her J^e 
Maria purissima; Madre de Dies. 

* My soEfc^a social manatr of addressing erery 
one familiarly. 



Tie young man ^srcts^ lameiS m -iK^ 
ccuttfimiiiient oC her dcnrotkHiK «mI ew!^ 
%tted the comrerwtieih 

^ W^, fluiee it 'pkascd tte Yirgiit to 
save fau Mfe in tlMt faittk; blessed be die or 
spoy ether Saint tkiat Hka pseserved hisi , 
since he bar been with us. If be was Ca^ 
die I shoidd have been nndb waMt sonjr 
bad be died ia his bed than wfatlsfe he was 
reddemng the riyar with the blood of Us 
enaaHes^ wbom the Detil Uess. Tbongh 
it wonU not have cost him ao mueh to die 
mm msee the Frendi are goae, as if woidd 
have done wbesi they were hese^ Sfter that 
bando* Hiat they stuck np in all the comers 
about three weeks ago : Caracdes ! f it was 
cbeapar Kving than dying IsbmJ' (14) 

^ Ab '' said tbe dhi waSMVET^ ^ maivf wete 



* BaBdo*-«« pracbunatioa ov 

t Caracoles literally means snaUs; but is afUn 
used^as an e?^pletive oath in the place of. another 
.▼ery indelicate one which very nearly resembles h 
jb sound. ' ^ 



the wajs that the Devil put into the heads 
rf <mr destroyers/ to oppress us and destroy 
their own souls, and that amongst the rest.** 

^' It appears to me/* rejoined her com- 
panion, '^ that Satan having done his best 
to serve his own turn by us poor Christians 
during our lives, being a very miseriy devil, 
was willing to turn even our deaths to ac- 
count, by making them the instrumaits of 
«in in oth^ ; for certainly to rob and plun- 
der as the French did us by their imposi^ 
tions and contributions, evep:i to laying a tax 
upon dying, njiust be a sin that wifi keep 
their souls long^ enough in purlgatory." 

^* Without doubt," returned .the womiain ; 
^* yet 'tis v^y strange that monsters as they 
were, so nmny of our * Seville girls were 
always runningafter them. I warrant you 
they did not keep cQmpany with our 
muchachas finr nothing ; we sbaUhav^ the 
'little boys and girls talking nothing but. 
French in another year or twow" 

•* Ah, mother,** said the young man, ^ if 

8 •• ■•;. ^ 



etexj one .talked the language of his fytiujx^ 
who knows whether you would have, the 
ceceo on your tongue." (15) 

" Why, as for that,'^ replied the, old wo- 
man, angrily, ** if such Vere the case, all 
the world knows that you would taUc no- 
thing but Portuguese, Senor tuno;* for 
when I lived in the fatnfly of the Gonde de 
Bitamosa, and your mother used to come 
to the quinta to wash, Joachim .the. ser- 
vant that the Conde brought from Usbon 
with him used not to make heir juresents of 
iiew mantillas without getting the worth of 
his money ; I can tell you that, Chico." 

The young man found he. had toudiied 
upon a wrong strii^ ; and seeing that ^e 
dM woman was fikely to make Mm acquaint- 
ed ^th many incidents |rf his mother^s' 
history, he interrupted her as she was ra* 
pidly pi'boeeding. 

9 Sflence, silence, mother — good fruit 
never grew on a bad tree ; but laying that 

• Tunc sigiufies a cunning scoundrel. 
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wAitr hmre you seen Ae Se&Kva or Smmta, 
%x I don't faaow whether the k nunrried or 
xmmarried, that arrived h«!e yerteniay^ 

<" No, I have not : thQr say the is beau- 
iifiil at an angd.** 

'' Oaljr one step ^rt of it," leptted the 
young man; "^ for I hear die it a GadittMH 
aad you know that fbr beauty you mutt go 
firom SeviHe to Cadiz, and from Cadij^ to 
Heaven.* I saw ber come in, and I talked 
to the ealesero that droVe her: Chioo, 
says I, win you have a segar? Dicho 
y Aeciie^~8aid and done ; and we saokcd 
one out together. Por vida dc SanU 
Domng^ f said be^^" 

'' What, wai the caleserD't nane IXy^ 
rmv^T said the old i^otnan, fntanrapthig 
Umi ** he WM my namesake," 



* De SffinOa d Cadiz y de eaih^h&^oil^ % 
eonanon phrase aniongitt th^ Andalu8uia» to txfven 
the superiority of Cadiz over every other place. 

f By the life of Saint Dominick. It has already 
been observed that the Spaniards frequently swear 
by the lives of dieir patroif SaJMa. 
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^< Ddmiagcv or DeviU'^ covtinued the 
man, ** I forget which-— dther wiU nudii^ 
hkm yaw wxa^Bsike/' 

The (dd woman's rage^ wUch was aboat 
to burst forth, was curbed by her cuiinittj' 
ta hear c^ the newly amyed lady ; ted sbe 
aibwed him to go on, contenting herself 
with bestowing a conple of energetic ep^ 
thets upon hiih, withofui ia*emq;)iing the 
eoane of hii^ hirtory« 

*' Far vida del Diablo, bwt tU» Sefion 
has taken it out of my poor beast ; sayit hto^ 
tBi tiie way from Xeresi this l^sed morn- 
ing, wiAoni stopj^ing an hour tog^et * cm 
the rood; aiidto*day toD,-of aU>da9Fsiir.tl|& 
ytear, when by pefimiisiini from faeaveft Mit 
ciren the flks need hio^ a witg.; yei^ ^Hf^ 
poor caleserai mosl Wdrib on all 4f^ai (li^ 
^estesdi^ you know, dindre, was the Corpus 
Christi." " But where was the JmAy, 
Cfako ?'' says' X ; ^^ go iind ask the Seiiora, 
says he, who to be sore baa paid ine w)^ 
mi ^' I bi^ t0 say a0ttiix% tfbckit it.''. 
^Whoisihe? ««ys>F';. l^;i cv J -/ 
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^' Ah! who is die?" echoed the old 
woman. 

<* All he knew,** replied the joung man» 
** was, that she had come horn Puerto de 
Santa Maria, in a caleza, to Xeres, where 
he took her up; and the calesero that 
brought her to Xeres told him that she 
had come from Cadiz, and that her name 
was Dona Ismena Valdez." 

*< Dona Ismena Vakfez!" exclaimed 
Ve&x,' starting up in his bed ; '* where is 
die?*' 

*' Holy Virgin of light and of grace !-*-t* 
hoij Saint Dominick! San Jacinto! San 
Francisco f* and a dozen more names of 
Saints rapidly ejaculated the nervous nurse 
as die mediankally dropped some beadr of 
her rosario. ^ Oh ! S^or, how you have 
lightened me ; I thought you were ftst 

askfp.*" 

•* Where is the lady of whom you were 
taUdng ?*" repeated Alvarez. 

^ Indeed, Senor, we would not have 
talked so loud, if we thought it would 
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have woke you. I have been saying a 
rosario for your restoration to health all the 
while you were asleep, and I. see the blessed 
Virgin has heard my prayei-s, for I havn't 
seen your eyes look so bright since the day 
you firstr came here— nor that • one cheek 
which is left us to look at, Lord grant ifae 
other may soon^be uncovered, ever look*-* 
mg— 

<< I thank you, my good woman," hastily 
interrupted Alvarez ; *^ but pray tell ine 
where is the lady of whom you were just 
faking?" 

« The lady, Senor? — ^le came from 
Xeres in a calesa, in great haste, without 
stopping at all on the road, as the caleseitb 
himself told Juan helre. : His name was. 
Ikwungo, S^or — a namesake of mine. : 

^ Diablo r dnlj muttered Juan. 

Felix, now impatient, broke out into 
violence, and demanded to know where 
Ismena was. ** I want not to know how 
she came here, but where she is at this 
moment.'' 
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^ In thif kousCf Senor,'' sudJoan; '^aad 
I firiii go>aiid inferni ber and my master 
that you are awdce." 

. Juan gone out of tke nms^ Felix uoh 
poaed stkiice upon the cid ikwtm^ and gaite 
hknself up to his own- thoughts Ismeua 
wi^ at SeiiUe — wed ia that v«ry house', 
perliaps she came in seardi o? iAmy pevhapg 
she had heard of his exploits in the eauM 
c^ ktt comrtvy, and of hi» wound and 
.miraculouf escape ; perhaps she peeserved 
the same affectionate regard for 'him vfikk 
she had ever demonstrated. 

These Teftcxions, which were rapidly 
paasiDg in kb nand, were intetrupted by 
the entrance of the mastar af tiie hoiiM^ 
Don Di^fo del Esphmr was a -time patriot 
in hSm hearty and had considered himselF 
fortunate that his house had been chcten 
aa the quarters of FeUx,, whose pubfic cha- 
racter he higUy rereyenced. He bad eon- 
sequenttf paid ev^ attention to faia coaoh 
Act, and Mk an anxidnis kitc»*est in bia 
restoration to health. 
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*^ I r^ice to Iieftr,t Don Fdsx," raid he, 
beltfer ; I have neWa to gite jnsii of one of 



n 



'< la it not Ddia IsnMMi Vfdii^ whom 
fott Hiefm ? *" soidFeli:^* 

^^ Tkesaine^" rejmned las Jsiettl. 
. f Tliett, I teseedi jou to b^ her to 
see rae immediatelj ; I £bei mjsdf eoa» 
dcsrablj hetter, and if ahe pkHses)! wUgd 
^ to veasw6 her/* 

« Now Hov" say Dod. Diegor; "^ jbii sifeiff 
not yet ftaxsard j^Mir ]:eo6¥er)r by ttuslitig 
too nvfeli to yoNx impravement ; I wiU 
brings hei to pay yon a viiit here." 

It wafis not loag before Don Diegpo^ brought 
Iraaeaa to Alt are2^ aorardbigp to hii^ pnn 
nme. Q& seefaig her^ Fd^i^ ftit hiyir <k^ 
9n. impreaaott sheliad made nfism hk heavti 
He was imidi agitated, and eoidd not find 
words, to express his feeliiq^^ He waiar 
silent; but his manner conveyed aE the 
laeamng that his- wohfe^MW^ havd fallen 
AqH o£ 
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IsmeasL was more agitated than Felix: ^ 
lier affiBctkm for him had been for a loi^ ( 
time the favoorite feeling d her mmd; 
she had nourished it abore all others ; it 
had been the subject of her secret contem- . 
(dation — ^the goal of her earthly hope : it 
was the> flower that flourished in her hearb 
that had found warmth in the smiles of her 
happy hours, and been watered by her tears 
in moments of her mielancholy reveries. The 
moment had arrived which she had loiag 
looked forward to finr the decision of her 
firte, when, after a long and evoitful ahsenoe, • 
she nnght at once discover whether she 
hdd the place she coveted in his heart, or 
only a secondly one, or had been by time 
entirely excluded from it. At last she met 
him, and with a glance she- gathered enough 
from his agitated and afiectionate manner, 
to establish her hopes upon a surer founda« 
tion even than that upon which her imagi* 
nation had fondly placed it. 

In the emotion and agitatioin seated in 
both their |ireasts by this meeting, tbeir 
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hearts r unconsciously overflowed: all the 
baiTiers which might have withheld them 
fi^m a mutual discovery of their sentiment^ 
* were overleaped ; and with the unrestrained 
course €i feeling, they gave fiiU vent to the 
^x{»ession of their mutual affection. Hav- 
ing indulged in the language of love, Felix 
t(^ Ismena all that he had felt since they 
parted— ^^ that he had suffered; related 
to her. the progress, of his farave band* and 
.many of the principal incidents whidi had 
been the steps by which he had naouiited 
to the height of fame where he now stood. 
Ismena, in her turn, told him all that had 
liai^ned to her since he left Cadi^ with- 
out disguising the feelings towards him 
>which had hpen the treasure of her h^art 
and the sjpiiig of. ha* conduct. 
.; Whilst joining, in all the rejoicings wad 
.festivities with which the raising of the si^ 
of Cadiz was celebrated in that city, slie 
had accidentally been j^esent at a tertulia, 
where Captain Blackwell .was rdating his 
extraordinary deUverauQe froip the, h^n^ 
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0I hm enenies, bj the homanity and un* 
^tK^tedcmiTi^ of ElVeBgador, the fiunouw 
Fdioc iUvareflL Her cheek glewed at the 
Mne, flifd her heart beat h%h with ddighC 
at the praise which wa^unsparii^ly bestow^ 
ed i^n Ion for this actieii. Not iMmj 
day^ after thfis the news of the tiiHmphttrt 
entry hito Seville reached Cadiz : the eenv 
dMt cf £1 Ven^ador was a proBiiiient Im- 
tore hi tile acxmmt <^ that event ; and hia 
IU&^ ki«D the hueds-of the enemy, whidb 
^N^aa CMuidMed ad certidoiy vms sj^oketi oCift- 
teratt of the deepest sorrow. Bat the 8or«-> 
row ef the world upoB reeefviDg* tUb idtel- 
%ence, when compared to the fee lin g ywiB h 
which it afflicted the heart of Ismena, was^as 
^bie pdssing thunder-^loud of summer to the 
effects of the himicaiie of the torrid done 
^m the ocean. The IbSowing day, however^ 
brought a dispatdi from Sei^e, which t6- 
lated the preservation of Felix, and drew 
her from the dcipth of misery to a stote of 

- • • • 

compai'ative hapjHness. * 

•-^ Upon the arrival of this cheering news^ 



^ke Jm a jeaoimBt dbdded vfcat ooufie i^ 
pome : die was yespfttsible ito 210 ooe on 
^earflifsr hw actions; mod mxfeBeiioviy by. 
4be uiiresisted fiBding^ of wtiang lofsev Ae 
^iBiaerayned tn separ |q iSeviflle^ a»l at 
least to -sea Edfau Ujptm fUs^foeeitimg sho 
piaaed the die of iier fotarc destinjr : if ik 
lamed i& her &yiour-^if he lored lkQ% she 
was hot too happy in deroting her fife tD 
hkm. Heedless of the advice and entieaties 
•of her kind friends, the Nu5e»fl» she relied 
io their importunities with a decisive me da 
ia gana;*' and stepping into a Port St. 
Mary's passage boat, she bid adieu to Ca- 
diz. From Port St. Mary's she travelled 
with the utmost speed to Seville, and found 
no difficulty in ascertaining the house where 
Alvarez was quartered Upon entering 
the house of Don Diego del Espinar, she 
found to her great jojTthat she had an in- 
timate friend in his daughter, who was 

* An untranslatable phrase; being a very strong 
manner of saying " I imil.** ^ 
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married to a naval officer, and had resided 
in the Ista de Leon during the Aege o£ 
Cadiz, since the raising of which she had 
become an inmate of her fatber^s house. 
At the Isia de Leon, Ismena had been con- 
stantty in her society, and now threw her^ 
self upon her hospitaUtj. Doiia Aficaela 
del Espinar y Cortes (17) received her with 
the warmth of Mendship, and Ismena 
joyfully took up her abode in the same 
house with Fehx Alvarez. 
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Reception of £1 Yengador in the Thefttr^«-«A Mar- 
riage, by Proxy — J^al^usy in Spajn-r An Example 
of a jealous Spaniard-^Singii)ar Discoxery of a 
Providential Interference* 



X HE strong constitution which Ahrarez 
was endowed with by natoi^, was oon* 
sideraUy assisted by the liapgy irame of 
mind which his meeting with Ismena, and 
the consequent avowal of his sentiments 
towaidff her^ had given him^ She nursed^ 
Inrn with the fondest attention ; wad there 
way more healing power. iir. the hand which 
administiered his medicines^ than in the 
mediciMis^ UMBOMMslves. He daify. saw Is-, 
mania;: oniMKMd. with her hoarly^ and he 
fdt helir za|iidlf.he kninroved in bodily^ 
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health from the mental balm whidi these 
conversations afforded him. 

^ Yet mj dearest Ismena»** said Felix 
to her one dajr. during a conversation, of 
which their union was the subject. '* Yet 
I cranot niire uff my mind to dBtow 
jpopr teadter frume to be a sharer in 
(he dangers, the difficulties, the incon- 
veniences, that must attend Iny life. Re^ 
member I am not free to leave the couKse 
I have begun; I am first bound by a 
si!9feinil; oath wver. to -give nf the aearch 
for mf^vm^MAaiiate . sister, ^ar die poo* 
Sficutim .of bfar^ BSinengid v^iie a single 
VfmQhmm remains in S^fauoL Tins vo- 
Ittfttejr.dfarotbn of my life is become an 
itelnpensaAte datj.frfHn the calls nprittiUK, 
yiMA the; iofimnaie commencement o^* my 
cUfitfir Itts diMm:fran a^x (pteaning ooibbv 
trf». iHTanid ym have dt 4hi4 itiiat Mh 
vaffiz /d Vci^dor fadd ibawkMit hb rcolm- 
tiyi ind bis gotitmm^agei:Ugf4b&*.ffcati§0m » 
tipi jsf /hisi indsfiduai/. hi|lpipQBS^^M^Ni^* 
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lismeha. Think then what you will have 
to go through." 

*' I shall have to go through no more, 
my dear Felix," said Ismend^ *' than what 
hundreds of women suffer, in many in- 
stances, for unsanctioned attachment. How 
many women are there in the field of 
glory at this moment, sharing the courage 
as well as the dangers of their lovers, with- 
iHit calculating the better, if not the greater 
number, who cast off the feebleness of their 
sex, when armed with the double shield of 
duty and affection ; I may not prove either 
a Saguntina of * ancient, or an Agustina* 
of modem times, but I can be the support, 
the comfort, the consolation of my hus- 
band.*' 

Fdix attempted not to combat a r^lu- 
tion which afforded 1^ sudi ddigfatfid 
sensatidns. To nei^er dP them was it 
necessary to wdt for the consent of a 
parenty or to adc the advice. of a friend. 

* The hexmne of Zaragosa is trained Agustina. 
VOL. III. , P 
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Ismena waited but for Felix's restcffaticm 
to health, to bestow her hand on hiis^ who 
had long been in possession of her heart ; 
a^ the pvospect of possessuig it operated 
lyce a talisman in invigorating the en«- 
fei^bled powers of Alvarez whil^it seemed 
to le^gtltien the hours of bis, cca^fioen^nt. 
It was not many dajs befinre be was^ al^ 
tQ. walk; tokraMjr weU» the woimd in hi^: 
tbigh being abnost bealed» while that in 
hit cheek was v^cacc tedious in its pro- 



9u;t as Alvai^^z qwdd nQw walk, a^d as 
thQ pain of his cheek wa^ ccHi3ideraUy 
du];iini«bed« be occasionaUy Joined the 
sQc^ty pf tbe ^a«|(^ of tbe bous^ an4 
his friends. The tertulia at the house of 
Don Qifg^i del JElspiff^r wa^ onf^ of the 
nWf*,ft«IWei^A^f <*^ ^ ; Wd iiriBi^ all 
S^ilte wa» ^ tl^ BWWPW* iPift stfttg of as 
n^cfc gmt9['>9B tjlje ^cwttfttawes;^ piEtb^, 
tifM^.:w>^4 vm^ c;ws^u?g tj>ali tb^ 
wealth of the citizens had been for nearly 

*hreg y^ms «s 8^?i to the i^p?^«ieH^ w^ 

1 ■ ' f * 
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dT France, and that the flower of their 
fiuoUies; the beautj of SeviHet had becotoe 
voluntary exiles with the fynmts who. 
destrojred them. (18) The magistretety 
the principal inhabitants of the town/ the 
{oind^ officers of the anhy, &U cam^ to* 
testify their respect and gnditude to d 
Veogador, as sowr as it was known that, 
he had risen from his bed». and the dailf • 
inquiries made of his progress, to heakht 
exceeded all Qumber. Being cooaidetthl^' 
re-established, he at last consearted tO'M^ 
company the kiud &nul]!( of the Espmasa 
to the theatre. 

It wad very k^ when the party wbisb 
he accompwied enter^' the h0^ of Don 
IHego, and the coined}^ was consideitiM jr 
advtoced- Fekisi's face was ohMged to be 
bandaged so- as qiute to>hide one btitf of it* 
n distingutshiag martc which was. sufficient 
with his uniform to iMiauwe hiin at once 
tO'tiie audiAoeer as fl Yeagndof. MYeio^ 
gadoPi ^ Vengador^ ipras. at ^sli andihlf 
whispafed about, untU in A t&rjn diort tiBir 

Fa 
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it grew into a general tumult of applause 
and cries of Viva el Vengadori Viva el 
Vengadorl Felix demonstrated bj bis man* 
na% how much he was delighed by the en- 
thusiastic feeling which he had excited ; he 
waved his hand, and bowed continually to 
the people who still continued their vivM:^ 
aind applauses, until the tumult was quieted 
by a general call to the orchestra, for 
BspaSa de la Guerra, the patriotic song so 
exciting to the bosom of every Spaniard. 
1%e can was immediately complied with, 
and sung by some of the performers, who 
appeared for that purpose on the stage, 
and the diorus was heartily joined in 
by every voice in the theatre, and was ren- 
dered still more imfff^fessive by a universal 
and single shout of woOf which was given 
by the whole audience in a particular^Miuse 
of the music, as if by preconcerted design ; 
and it was done without at all destroy- 
ing the harmony of the music, for the 
shout oidy todc up the time of the pause 
Without interfering in the progress of 
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the air. The thrilKng effect of this can 
only be imagined by one who has been 
fortunate eno)i^h to hear it. It went to 
Felix's very heart, and completely over- 
powered him. After some time, silence 
was restored, and the play proceeded. 

But Alvarez could not attend to the 
performance on the stage; he could not 
prevent his mind from comparing tiie si- 
tuation in which he dtood now, with that 
in which, for the only time in his Kfe be- 
fore, he had entered the theatre of Seville. 
The two situations were most deeply con- 
trasted. He had eiltercid it' then in the 
garb of a peasant, trembling at every look 
which was cast upon him j and whili he 
was considered as a traitor by all those 
who knew any thing of him; he was thei|e 
now decorated with a distinguished uni- 
form, attracting all eyes, and proud of the 
attraction, and called by the whole world 
the avenger of the injuries of his country. 
He was about to place the contrast, in a 
still strcmger light, when the sound of th^ 
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cartagnets anticipated tke workings of hh 
bndn, and presented to his memoiy the 
cdegcaded form of the onoe4oTed Rosa, and 
Jus emaadpation fix>m her chains, while 
tumiBg round to Ismena, who was beride 
him, he fdt the blessing of that email- 
cipation in its fidlest fixrce. Yet could he 
jQOt prevent himself from 3hi]dderiiig as the 
curtiin drew up for the perjformance of the 
auMional danoe ; and as the bderiista made 
iidr appearance^ he almost expected to see 
the form that had once stradk him with 
sudh horror in the same situation. But 
Bdsa's day was over, she had chosen to 
ahare the hardships as wdl as the luxuries 
of her paramours, rather than run. the risk 
of being neglected by the patriots, who re^^ 
{daced them at Seville. 

After the bolero, was acted a little 
imtriotic piece, which had been written 
upon the circumstances of the moment, 
and hastily got up, and which was con- 
sequently very popular. Many were the 
allusions which: were made to apply to 
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Alvarez, and taken notice of accordingly 
by the enthusiastic audience. A saynetCy 
or afterpiece followed, Which not being 
patriotic was allowed to he performed 
tritaiOttt any interruption. Felix had time 
'idnring this piece to look round the houde 
td see if «ny of his acquaintimee wete 
timt6iig the audiente. VLh ^yes rested oh 
the features of a remarkiMy handsomfe 
tromati, who seemed txi look at him with 
l^drtieular attention. He was not long itt 
iT&cogt^i^ng hei^ to be Dona Maria Valbefii^ 
^WhO U^ed to be bne dT bis (nfimate «c* 
queititances at Cadi^, that is to say^ he was 
admitted upon the list of h^ lorets, aiid 
took his turn of favour with some doteiis of 
tM;h«^. 

« Do yxMi kAow that lady?" said he, to 
Don £>iego« 

^ IShe ha^ only arrived at Seville since 

its emancipation,'' rallied he, •* imd* has 

already a Whote string of cortejos : her 

. situation and story is singular ; she is 

known by the name of Lm f^uda JDoj»- 
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cellOf^ because ^e has never seen her 
husband, at least since he became such.. 
Sbe was betrothed to him when young, 
and he went away to the New World, 
where, having amassed a fortune, he sent 
over a power to his brother to marry her 
in his name, saying that he was about ito 
return. . The marriage was accordingly 
performed, and she became his wife. Th^ 
poor fellow, however, died on the voyage 
home, and she comes in for the whole (£ 
his fortune^ together with his name, to 
which the world have added the appella- 
tion of La Viuda Doncella, and by no other 
is she commonly known." 

•' This is, mdeed," said Felix, •* a 
strong instance of the danger of marriages 
by proxy, which are so common. At 
Cadiz I was very well acquainted with 
her ; but I have so very often found that 
the memory of a great many of my coun- 
try women is a sheet of white paper, on 

* The maiden widoir. 
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which tiiey write down with.pendl only 
the names of every fop that will flat* 
ter them, while pleasure, supplies Indian 
rubber, with which she almost hourly e£- 
fieu^es one to make room for another, that 
1 think it more than probable that my 
name has been erased from her tablet long 
since." 

** You need not fear that," replied Don 
Diego ; '' her vanity will make her retain 
it there, for it is not every body who be- 
comes a Vengador. Such an appellation is 
worth preserving." 

The truth of Don Diego's speech was 
confirmed as he spoke it, by the significant 
fan of the beautiful widow, which said in 
its intelligent language — ** Came round to 
me." Felix perfectly understood this lan- 
guage, and perhaps might have obeyed the 
summons, but he was restrained by his 
knowledge of the Spanish female char 
racier. In a Spanish womaa, jealousy is 
one of the principal indications of love. 
Ko confidence will prevent it; no pride 

r5 



106 FELIX ALYABEZ. 

will hide it. When she feels a deep in- 
terest, every word, every look of the object 
of her affection in the presence of another 
woman is weighed and examined. It ir 
long since jealousy has ceased to be con^ 
dder^ as characteristic of Spanish men, 
but the passion exists «iB its fiiU force, mono- 
polised by the women. There are indeed 
some violent loveirs who are violently jea- 
lous, and some new married husbands who 
are bearishly so; but the feeling is ge- 
nerally worn away, and even those hus- 
bands who, during the honey-moon, would 
knock a man down for looking at their 
wives, will most probably at the end of 
no very considerable time connive at her 
intrigues, and sometimes even assist them. 
Alvarez fearing to awaken this sen* 
titnent in the breast of Ismena, appeared 
ncit to notice the invitation he had re- 
(seiVed, bat tumii^ to another box, he 
again s^plied fcnr inforoiation to Don 
Diego. 
^•^ ,Who is that *very pretty girb^wiilk 



large black eyei^, m the. box with tho66 
English officers?'^ 

•* Thatj" said Do© Diego, ^ is the S^ 
iioiita Ana Lopez. The whole of oilr 
^arty are to fiup at the house of her mother 
after Hie jday, and I have ventured to prcv- 
mise that yoai should go with us ; the old 
tady is anxious to have the honouif of 
seeing you at her table, I hope I havfc 
not promised too much*'' 

Had Alvarez gone round the whol^ <rf 
the female part of the audience^ he couM 
not have pitched upon any in^vidual 
whose situation was more calculated to 

» 

prove the reverse of what has just beeA 
stated, that Spanish men are not jealous^ if 
a 'singie instance might be considered a$ 
proving a national character: but ih6 
more rational inference seems to be^ thai 
wheii jealousy does miter the mind of a 
(^iliard, ^ it occupies the whole of it; 
k adiDdits of no shater in the soiil. Anil 
liop^^ was the tictitei of jealousy- ' <Jf i 
fcdW* famify, h^ father^ who^hSadt ftttaijDBed 
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the rattk of ciptein of a line of battle 
ship, died when she wfts an infant, and 
left his widow, and only CMrphan, in mo- 
derate, but not affluent drcumstances. 
At th^t early age, her mother, anxious finr 
the well-being of her daughter in the 
world, followed a custom too general in 
Spain, and contracted the little Ana in 
marri^ige with her first cousin, then a 
young man, a gay and profligate on^ 
already advanced in the navy with good 
interest, and consequent prospect of pro- 
motion^ and with a handsome independent 
fortune/ 1 : The mother was h^ppy, for she 
had jNTOvided for her child ; the affianced 
husband was happy, f$ir he had the p^ce 
spect of a number of years to run his 
course of ples^ures, and the certainty of ji 
yoong wifj^ . at the end, when he should 
^a4 inclined tp leave it ; and the child was 
hfipp]^, £(nr ahe wa$i ignorant of th^ dedsian 
of her/fs(te. ;As, sjie grew up, the idea 
wan the first, tib^t ^as implanted in her 
mindy^nd s)ie. talked of her coipsin aa her 
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husbai^, without knowing or thinking of 
what she said ; she hardly ever saw him, 
as he was continually absent in the ex- 
ercise of his profession. An amiable dis- 
po^tion, extraordinary natural talents, 
great liveliness and vivacity of manner, 
and a more than common share of beauty, 
began to develope themselves in the mind 
and person of the lovely Ana,as she increased 
in years, and by the time that twelve had 
pasfied over her head, an age at which girls 
are more advanced towards womanhood, in 
the fostering climate of Andalusia, than 
they are at seventeen in the cplder one of 
England, the budding promise of her ear- 
.lier years had almost matured into the 
lovely fk>wer which her fond mother had 
ailtic^ted. 

It < was at this period that the locusts of 
France came in clouds to blight the 
beauty of Spain, and tibeir extended 
myriads approadhed the borders of An^ 
ddusia. The anxious mother, leaviii(|r 
lier house io Sevitte to the care of a ^rfend. 
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hastened to renioye her greater treasure 
from the danger which threatened ; and as 
her nqihew commanded the gun-boats 
upon the station of Taiifa, she took re- 
fuge there, where at least for some time 
she was fikely to enjoj his protection and 
society. Fernando Campalto, the be- 
trothed husband of Ana, was now past 
thirty years old, and the preceding 
ten years of his life had ^ected the 
change, which is generally effected sooner 
or later in the character and appear- 
ance of a rake, and in a warm climate 
sooner than in a cold one. His liveliness 
had given way to moroseness and ill-tem- 
per, his health to delnlity, and the firesb- 
ness and propcntion of his person to for- 
rowed sallowness and an uncomely in- 
<»ease of bulk. • What a husband for Ana 
liOpei !. (c/t her whose heart had been prB- 
^red' by nature to be the very throne of 
"tove, whose mmd was formed to rainglfe 
'<iMfausiasm and romance with the aSte^olt 
TO^hirheartj and who, bad ^she been 
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tunate enough to live in & country, where 
the biesi^ngs of educatioa are bestowed 
with a more liberal hand to matare the 
gifts of nature in the female mind, might 
have con&rred honout upon her countty, 
might have become the glory of one sex, 
and the idol of the other* 

Before her arrival at Tanfa, Ana had 
not seen her cousin for some years : those 
years had made the difference jn her of 
childhood and youth ; in him, tfiiat of 
strength find debility, gaiety and frefi- 
fubiess, foppishness and worse thaii skk- 
venliness and neglect* She. was indeed 
shocked when* she saw him; by .the oro* 
ginal contract she was to be nmrned tt 
him on the day on which she completed 
tier sixteenth year. She had never befone 
looked forward to. that tiine at all, islhe 
DOW ant^^aited >i«. witfi / dismay.. ^Thes^ 
were yet more' than three years: of liberty 
Ibr her, and she made her detemiinatibn 
that hotting sliotdd iilduo^fc. her to ishoiten 
that period, wMcH>dblrer«yaairti6n. sfaeJM^ 

40 
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solutely avowed to her mother, who had 
conceiYed a desire, from the trouUeis and 
dangers of the times, of placing her sooner | 

under thie protection of her husband; \ 

During the residence of the Senora de • 

Ijopez at Tarifa, Fernando resided con« 
stantly in her house, and rendered every 
moment of the life of Ana more and more 
miserable. He had conceived for her as 
strong a passion as he ^nras capable of feel- 
ing ; but it had its spring entirely in sel- 
fishness and vanity. He loved her for 
himself alone, and was vain of possessing 
so beautiful a woman, and one so universally 
admired. He left her not for one mo- 
ment, constantly sat dose to her, and never 
jaUowed her to address her conversation to 
another man without . fretful and rud6 
intenruptions ; and being sure of his prey, 
he did not even pay h^ the coAmon re- 
spect of making himself decently . dean 
when he came into her presence. Such 
omduct converted the disg;ust which she v 
had first felt» and which had mud) af^ct^ 

S 
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ed her, into a fixed hatred which she could 
not conceal : it was her nature to feel strong-' 
ly, and she did not attempt to disguise her 
sentiments towards her cousin. Her mo- 
ther reproached her with thisy and pe- 
remptorily enjoined her to behave to him 
with , affection ; but every effort on her 
part was unavailing, and all her time was 
passed between the horror of suffering his 
presence and his importunities, and the 
reproof of her mother, which was the 
sharper, as it was impelled by her own 
strong feeling of disappointment. This 
state of things was only changed for an- 
other, which was if possible worse. Fer- 
nando changed his tone from a haughty 
kind of supplicating affection to the lan- 
guage of authoiized tyranny, which the 
unhappy Ana was forced to suffer, for it 
was countenanced by her mother. He 
prevented her fro;n going into any society, 
and she was kept in a worse seclusion than 
she vould have been in Hie most rigid 
Convent. 
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This dreadful situation was now mi- 
-pended by the threatened siege of Tarifa ; 
the Se&otfl de^ Lopez with her 'daugfattt 
tock refuge within the wallii of Cadi2 ; and 
as Fanando was actiirely employed with 
'the gun-boats which he commanded, he 
could no longer be with her. Established 
in CttS&t, her natural good temp^ begttn 
t6 rise abov^ the gloomy disposition wfalDi^ 
had kept it down, and she no Idngi^ pi^ 
vented Ana from going in some degrefe 
into the worlds from seeing and being 
seen. Ana, whose mind was too full of 
youth, and health, and vigour, to be easily 
ttepressed, with the usual buoyancy of 
Spanish spirits, seemed to forget her mis- 
fortunes, and became the delight, the at^^ 
traction, the centre of every circle into 
which she was admitted. 

In the society of the families who, hav- 
ing fled from Seville were residing in 
'Cadiz, they immediately mixed, being 
those whom they had known from in^^ 
fancy; and at their different tertulias, 
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Asia Buet witb several EngUsfa officers^ 
jdmobt an of whom iiaad faer particular 
attcntkni ; but there was cme whoee at- 
tritions she reoeifed with move plrasme 
than ihoqe qf tte otibers. In her situatioiiy 
common attention woidd hnre been enough 
to harve excited ikncornmon TegwA^ to hsre 
hucst opea the flood^putes of her xrmrSow^ 
iaag heart, and hoLve tamed the current of 
her &elii^ into a new channdl. Het 
4»ait was formed for aflfection, aad coaU 
not endure the load of faaite which ^ 
pressed it. It longed io love; and a 
marked look^ or an affectionate word, 
woald have been sufficient to excite that 
sentiment in faer breast 3ffr. Darlington^ 
t^" paying her that homage inlxich her 
snpmor beauty, vivacity, and wit, enti(iled 
her to, unconsciously created a de^ interest 
in her mind. Unfortunately for her, he 
possessed a fluency in the Spanish lan- 
guage, and an acquaintance and con*- 
formity with Spanish manners, which ren* 
dered the expr^^on of his feelings and 
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ideas easy' and natural, and made every 
thing he said ficid its way to her heart, 
without Ibrcing her to the exertion of 
assistnig the trandation of a foreign lan- 
guiEige, and reconciling the prejudices <tf 
foreign manners, whidi dse might have 
been a material barrier to the birth of sudi 
a feeling in her mind. Mr. Darfington 
soon discovered that he had found a loVer, 
where hehad only intended to make a friend; 
and, unacquainted with her history or en- 
gagemients, he was impelled by tlmt poi^ 
tionof the feeling of endearment Whi(£ 
insensibly communicates itself frota a heart 
that loves to a heart that is loved, to eon^ 
tinue those attentions through pleai^i^ 
which he. had (»riginally rendered throii^ 
politeness. He wais freqpicittly with^iAafa-; 
and as pecUliaj^ boifiage "i^ Spbhi^ sodbty 
is neither iincomiao^ nor cotod^mned, sblt 
was always his partner in the: daifc^, and 
his seat in the tertuUai was always next to 
hers. r.' ' :• '- . 

The Senora de Lopez did not renwik^his 
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without apprehendoo, and cautioned her 
daughter upon the subject ; but Ana, who 
could not respect her mother^s orders in 
regard to Fernando, had not acquired tibe 
habit of considering them as law, and she 
scrupled ^not to neglect them in this in- 
stance: the good-natured mother was of 
an easy character; and when she was not 
governed by her< nephew, she was led by 
her daughter. But as the evil increased, 
she conceived it r^ht to let Fernando 
know what was going on, and she wrote 
to him accordingly* 

One evening the tertulkt was par- 
ticularly well attendee^ Ana was as usual 
Hwfy and Ikappy, and Darlington doubly 
£^ieeaUe. l%ey had been dancing, an 
asMiimdent whick Bemaado had perempt- 
orily ftfbiddeii An% exc^t with himsdf, 
which in fact amounted to a prohibition, 
for he had given iq> daacing, and if he had 
not^ idle would nbt have danced with him. 
A gmne of forfeits had taken pkice of the 
dancing ; tfae^ whde party were sitting in 
a circle, and Dailington by the side of Ana. 
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Ifi the midst of their amusement, the door 
opened, and Feraaiido made his appear- 
wce. Without sayings more timn . the 
ooAmon civitities to the mbtress of the 
house, he placed a diair immediately be* 
hiDji Ana, excn^g himself from joining 
the eirde, while the uo^irtunate gu*!, with 
a lode of mute astonishment and con- 
sternation, uttered not one single word, 
expressive of ather Uie one or the ether. 
The game went on, in whjeb Ana no 
longer joined; her tcmnentw wns bdiisd' 
her, pouring the spirit of his t^aanieal and 
jeaJws rage into her eai^, in a low whiqier 
uiAeard by «iy but hiessetf: she hardly 
seemed to* hesur. hiid ; * \mt, wiMi^ 4 fixed jand 
vacant lode, kept a ptafifct sQeite. Ho re« 
peatedly asked htoJSvt Ansrtusiib.to whiKb he 
said; aheigf(Tfenwe»biit K«teia0LI^|ia£eii(Iy 
inr the: stilte of torpofc, intorwhicb hisiiudden 
appeaoande. had thcowd^hf!*. . iTl^ii letfnduct 
in heir inciseased: the bnttid ^^iblence of faia 
paasion; he could ^hanlljr prevent Umself 
foom. binrstii^ forth befoK the^whde ocmr* 
pany.^ StSIt muttering in* her ear, he 
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mixed threats with curses, until at last he 
pronounced one short sentence, which like 
the la$t trumpet awoke her from her 
death-like trance. " Do you know," said 
he, *' that your silence has sealed the 
death-warrant of your English lover ? He 
dies to-night!" Nature could bear no 
more, she gave a violent scream, and fell 
down in strong convulsions. 

In the commotion which ensued, Per^ 
nando, brutally indifferent to her situation, 
left the rogm, while the rest of the com* 
pany crowded round the uidxappy victim of 
his jealousjr. Her mother, to prevent the 
curiosity tp which the ci^^rumAtance gave 
rise, declaved that sh^ waf, «ibj#ct to such 
fits.. She remfijped in'th^t state for several 

hou^,dufRK ^jtui^h it reqwv^ ^ strength 
ot &ie,qT. ^jjgfFs^S; ^.:l»rtdp4|er on the , 
sofa li^rhere^fj^^^iful, b^ep Uud;;. and iv^ep she 
recovi^'hpj; §f n§flfs^ Sfl^? .^was, 60: weak as to 
b^ umaUe eithjcr to sy^a^ or to*n^ve a sipgle 
limln Pa^ljngtoqr had suffer^ vMut^ fr^n 
thw.dK«4fiil fitf wbkh he, lilie tibe rest o£ 
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the company, suj^posed to be an habitual 
malady. He remained with her until she 
was perfectly recorered from it, and then 
assisted in taking her home. It was day* 
Vight before he returned to his own quar- 
ters. 

Time passed, Ana recovered her strength, 
but recovered it only to find herself in a 
more dreadful state of subjection to the 
tyranny of her cousin, with the additional 
misery of knowing that th^re existed a 
being: whom she could love. BarKncfton 
shortly after returned to Eng^d upon 
leave of absence, and the wretched Ana 
became again confined to the. society of 
her mother, and her einl spirit, as her 
cousin might be called. But Fernando 
could not be without intarmisskm in the 
society of his victim : he had- his dvCy to 
attend to, to which, however, lie gave as 
Uttile of his attentioii as he posribly coidML 
These intervals may be said to be the 
only pnrt of her existence in which Ana 
really lived ; the moments of his presence 
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were a constant death without the happi^ 
ness of its cfaange-^a continual and linger-^ 
ing martyrdom. The siege of Cadiz wai 
raised, and the Fi-ench driven from Seville. 
La Se&ora de Lopez lost no time in return^ 
ing to her own house. It was impossible 
for Fernando to accompany her; but he 
promised to follow her as sooti as possible. 
The exhilarating drcumstances of general 
interest which had so lately taken place 
bad opened the old lady's heart, and she 
was determined to make the period until 
his arrival a season of merriment. Besides^ 
Ana ^ was flow near sixteen yearis old» at 
whidi age she was to be married ; and ad 
she' could not deceive herself into an ideal 
tbat4i6r daughter could bSe liappy after 
tint period) she was WiUiifg* tS 'give her a 
little eajoynieiitiiirl^ site bdtid; ' or, as she 
reasoned^ with lierself, " P^bre muchackaf 
--r-Poor girl, w^en* she^is married she wiii 
be dut of my authbritpy, and I shall have 
no pbwep ta make her happy ; therefore t 
will. do it wiOIe I can.^ But she Mvejt 
VOL. III. a 
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tkgugfai &S ptwmtiuf; Hm mamage wbkk 
was to take away that poww fipem 

The tione for the wwntdki^ <i£ the nMt 
fUhifin^e tettoUaa is gmerany «fb»r the 
play 18 finished. Wh«ii,. therefore, they kft 
tiole theatre^ Don IMego» his daughter, bmch 
na^ andAlvares, lepaired to the house of 
IN»a Mercedes de I.4q)es. Fdts:» who had 
heard the history of her unfoitimate dan^^ 
teK fiom Dw Diego» ceuU^rat forbear ce* 
jGkmg that Feraaode Cani]ml(to wee no* 
piesaatj as he lelt that ik would base beeii 
diffioidt fot him to xestram hiimelf ftom afi 
ittiyertinettt ex[nre98ion of the hosroe he fidt 
atr bis eondiict. There was an: air of melan*- 
eholy tfavown otei* the features of the aniai* 
hie ffjAi, fd whose happiness he was dobsisd 
ta he the basie» which beighileiwd thee€ect 
of .her beauty^ and attmeled the hearts of 
sA at first sight. 

As the state c£ F^x's wonnd mpeovei, 
he ceased to ccHPifine himseM to the house, 
sttd dui^g his walks he was not iiniw* 



qaehtiy stq^ed by ddmmng persons who 
were anxious to boast of having seen or 
spc&en to el Tengador. It was with real 
satis&cCioti that hie one momhig met Captain 
RackweB upon the Alameda, the officer 
^ii%o«ti he had rescued from prison at Yefer 
de la Frontera: the deUght with whidi 
tfaisy accosted each other w^ mutual, and 
Biackwell was but too happy to have an 
€if)p(»*tunity of again esqmsssing his grarti-^ 
Itode to Ms' preserver. Wbfle they were in 
«o0ver3atioiy, Don Pi^o, upon whose arm 
FeMx was leaning, attracted his attention 
by saying;— 

^ Do you remember, Don Pdix, the 
ftigaitfiffil AnaLope2 and her jealous lover? 
TM# man who b approachii^ us is Fer- 
nando Campollo ; 1 wifi stop and sqpeak to 
hltti, that yod nfay obierve him." 

Don Diego Bpdk» a few words to him, 
and they passed on. 

Before Alvarez^ bad tone to give hk Cli- 
nton apon the lover of Ana Lopez, Captain 
Blidkweft ejiehihiiedl with ft Ipok of sw. 

G 3 



124 FELIX ALVAREir# 



prise, '^Tellme, I beseech you^ who is that 
man ? *' 

*< A captain in the navy/' replied Don 
Diego, '* named Don Fernando Campalto, 
a gentleman of an old Seville family. By 
your manner you seem to know something' 
extriaordinary about him.'' 

" Something extraordinary, indeed," re- 
plied Captain Blackwell ; " I will tell you, 
and you shall judge for yourselves. It is 
not three months since it happened that I 
was captain of an English guard on the 
Muralla, at Cadiz ; and during the idle 
hours of a day upon guard, I was saunter^ 
ing alone up and down the Alameda : I 
observed that very man sitting upon one of 
the benches smoaking a.segar, and looking 
at me with very particuko* attention. At 
first I thought that he was attracted by my 
foreign uniform ; but after some time I wa$ 
persuaded, by his manner, that it must be 
something more than my dress that he was 
considering. Having nothing better to ,do» 
I amused myself by walking up and down 
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before him, that he might satisfy his curio- 
aty to his heart's content. Presently, how- 
ever, he got up very abruptly, and entered 
the Carmen church, which was directly op- 
posite. I considered Mm, from the singu- 
larity of his manner, as a man of deranged 
intellects, and thought no more of him. 
However, after continuing my promenadie . 
for at least an hour> he came again out of 
the church, and without any indications of 
derangement or singularity, he sat down in 
his former situation on the bench. 

^* As he continued to look occasionally at 
me rather in a pointed manner, I became 
curious to know the reason of his conduct ; 
and sitting down xm the bench very near 
him, IpoKtely asked him if he thought he 
had ever seen me before, that I might have 
the pleasure of recollecting him. * It is 
impossible that you should recollect me, sir, 
though i remember you perfectly,' I 
begged to know where he had se€« me : 
* It matters little where I have seen you,' 
he replied ; * I have this moment been 



fofingp j|i Aat <dHiix&9 for the iayiag oi tern 
oiasaes for the salFatioo of jour 9011L' 
You may guesB my Mtonishment, and I 
thought at first that I had not perfectly 
imderitood him; but having recalled the 
words to toy mind^ and being convinced 
that I had taken their ]%ht meaning, I 
t^ turn that I was infinitdy obl%ed to 
him for the interest he took in my eternal 
welfare ; and I begged to know to whom I 
was so indebted. This he refiised to teli 
me ; and he endeavoured to evade my ca-^ 
fiofiity by Aitile answers to my qiiesttoas : 
at length he was urged by my repeated 
intenrog^tiws* * Senor/ said he, ' it 
pleased heaven not long ago to interpose 
between the point of my sword and y wr 
heart, which but for such interference 
would most certainly have met ; the sight 
of you this morning has recalled the remem* 
brance ci the action which I was so near 
committing, and I have been to wipe away 
the sin by cenfessfon and the penance which 
I have just told you : now ask no more/ 
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He WM aboirttogQ, but I detaiaed Unit 
and' endesnyarad to explain to Mm HuA^ 
after whtt lie had tdd me^ I had a xig^t 
te know why he had attempted my Hit, 
9Xtd how it had been sared. It was with 
difficulty diat I obtained from him any 
fiirther infonnation : at length, however, I 
discovered, from what he said, that he had 
an e^ony, vrho was an officer in the British 
army, lor whom he had accidentally in the 
street at Qi^gfat*time mistaken me, from the 
similartty of nnifbrm, and that his arm was 
actually raised to rtrike the blow whidi was 
to deprive me of life, when a providential 
light froia flooae lamp was cast upon my &oe^ ' 
and disQvreMd to him his mistake. Hewas 
eoahled to effect his retreat without my 
having been sensible of my danger. Havw 
lag acquainted aie with J;hus much, he 
broke from me, and I have never sincae seen 
him until to^y, Imt his features are sa 
strongly impressed upon my mind that I 
cannot be mistaken in them/' 

In some manner to account for this 
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anecdote, Felix and Don Diego informed 
Captain Blackwell of his engag^nent with 
Ana Lopez, and of the tyrannical jealousy 
.with which he watched her; and as she 
was acquainted with miuiy EngUsh officers, 
they had no doubt that the person he meant 
lo destroy was some rival whom he fancied 
£he favoured. 

. The &ct was, that Fernando narrpwly 
missed becoming the murderer of Captain 
Blackwell, on the night of his arrivalat Cadiz 
from Tarifa, when his violence had had 
such an effect on the unfortunate Ana. He 
mistook him for Darlington, for whom he 
had been lying in wait; but the interference 
of Providence to pcevent his embruing his 
hands in the blood of an innocent person 
had caused him to reflect on the deed which 
he had intended to commit. In reflecting 
he became more calm; and the heat of his 
passion a little appeased, he determined to 
lay aside his intention jiltqgether. ^ 

* See Note li>. 
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CHAP, XXV. 

Alvarez married— German, English, and Spanish 
Soldier&— French Cruelty— Reconnoitering-rDe- 
serted Towns— Extraordinary Instance of De<* 
pravity*. 



Jl HE antidpation of the happiness whicbr 
awaited him upoa his restoration to health, 
and the anxiety which he felt to be again 
actively employed, were feelings which so 
strongly assisted the efforts of nature in the 
recovery of Alvarez, that in a very shorfr 
^one the bandages were no longer necessary 
to his cheek; tii^ were discarded for a 
Uadt patch, which, in its torn was given 
up, and he now appeared every where 
without any other indication of his wounds 
tiian a large scar which i^emained upon his 
face, an eternal memorial of the emandpa^ 
tion of Senile. 

o5 
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The moment at length arrived when he 
was to receive the hand of Ismena. The 
marriage Was performed as privately as 
possible, and none were witnesses of their 
happiness but the kind friends who had 
treated them with such hospitaUtf. Ismena 
booame the wife gi Alvaree;, and in sodwBg 
she resolved to allow no danger, no didfamity, 
to deter her from partaldng of the fate of 
her husband, whatever it might be. Felix 
hud not deocdrad her ; be had |Mttiited the 
btfdshipft which die would have to tncomt* 
telr in tine strangest cdours, but die was p(ra» 
paredfinraH. S3id had provided berectfwkli 
a kind of riding diiesa, which, wiifaont bcini^ 
dtttinctly f ithdf mftfe or frmale, partodc d 
ihi» chonbter of both» wfafle its appear«m 
wai not exIraQtdinarir hi Spfdm^ when lA 
kdita ride in the sanne aMnoer us the tnilft 
do, with htge loose trowvefs^ and where it 
bad become m maxk the fiMfaion Ibrivoiinm 
to adopt the mifitarj appearance^ inhonaiir 
(di the dvess of thnr faytsbands. Thus mc* 
coutred, and with her wardrobe ootApnmed 
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into the smallest poscsbte compass, she waited 
otify the v^0rd of command to j^tce hcac^lf 
with her hosband at the head v£ Los Pa- 
ttidCas de la iStferra Monsna. 

Alvaraz was no long^ hk own com* 
maxidet in ^hief. His himd had been hi- 
ofeased hy a nuiobi^ of t^ecroks and volwi- 
teetn, afid heA b«en jpegvdarly x^Scer^ so 
tihat h had lost htAh its ht^uli^r diaracter, 
atid its getiend tmme of a PuttUh de Gue^* 
tiUass and was now yeaU]f what it had lotig^ 
been nomifi^y, the regiment of htm Pa- 
tridtas de la Sieirm Mtirena, commanded bj 
Don Felix Alvarez, who nevertheless con-^ 
tinned to b# talked of nnivarsally by no other 
rtMtie than Bl VEWttAi>Oft. iTie n^ment 
Mt Setifle at the same thne with the British 
dbnUion uttder the command of Colonel 
SHrerrett, and their intention was to join 
the corps of General Hill, which Wdd in. 
the neighbourhood of Madijd. 

It was a Idveljr momtng in October 
when Altare^ and Ism^na l«ft Seville, 
where they had been detained by their re* 



1S2 FELIX ALVABEZ. 

gretting friends some time after the march 
of the troops. Thej cantered forward, 
however, and overtook them at their first 
halt for rest, as the word to march was 
given, and they continued their route by 
the side of a detachment of German ca- 
valry in the English service, which was in 
the advance. The German soldiers have a 
delightful manner of shortening the tedium 
of their march ; they are all musicians by 
nature and by habit, and they firequently 
sing their national and legendary songs in 
the most perfect harmony as they go along. 
The effect b delightfiil. This detachment 
commenced one of their harmonized airs, 
which seemed like romance to the enchanted 
ear of the inexperienced Ismena, wha never 
expected to find a.body of scientific singers 
in a band of fierce mustadbioed dra- 
goons. (20) 

** linska's war-hotse wildly starting, 
Flying fast as meteors darting, 
Lightm^pg from his bright hoof parting, 

Bears the chief away. 
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'' Danube's stream his course suspending, 
Dark as thunder-cloud impending, 
Roaring loud as when 'tis rending — 

Now his speed must stay, ' 

^^ Battle's voice of Death is over, 
Linska's bride attends her lover. 
From the shore no power can move her 

Of Danube deep and low. 
^^ Roar of murder gradual ceases, 
Deadlier silence now she traces, 
Many a tear the flood increases — 

Linska where art thou ? 

<' Bridge nor ford assistance lending. 
O'er the stream the chieftain bending 
Cries — ^ My Nora is attending — 

Charger bear me well/ 
<< 'Midst the torrent see him rui^iing, 
Danube darkly round him gushing, 
'Gainst the waves the war-horse pushing. 

Breaking Danube's swell. 

" Prayers of love is Nora saying. 
Hark! that sound o'er Danube strajong, 
'Tis the gallant charger neighing — 

Linska's battle pride. 
*^ < He, my love, has ceased to stride thee^ 
Since our nuptial bed's denied thee, 
Take me in the wave beside thee. 

Wedded in the tide.* '' 
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WWle th^y were ettjoying the effect of 
the beautifid manner of dnging this wild 
and melancholy air^ they were joined by 
Captain Blacktv^ell, who entered into all 
their feelings upon the subject. Finding it 
excessively warm, they all three retired to 
a ibady #pot to reflfOsh themselves while 
the troops mardied by, and the conversa- 
tion still ran upon the singmg of the Ger- 
man soldiers. They enlarged upon the 
great advantage it must be to the soldier 
to have th6 spirit and the habit of softening 
their hardships and lessening their fatigues 
by the delightful resource of music, parti- 
cularly wlien it reaUy was xmiric, as the 
Germans' was. Alvarez Observed thdt he 
had never heard the Engfish soldiers sing 
on then- march. 

« No," re^edBlackwett; " but they con- 
verse with each other, and their conversa- 
tion has a great deal of dry humour and 
even wit in it^ Whidi teiiib considetebly to 
occupy the miftd jrfeasitt^y, «fid conse- 
quently to enliven if not to relieve their 
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fatigue* An instance of this kind of wit 
occurred in mj hearing this mornings whidi . 
I must endeavour to explain to you as an 
example.. Ab we marched out of Serille, 
I was riding with several officers together, 
and immediatelj before us we observed m 
fltont woman^ the wife of one of the mm^ 
who had a double luiapsuck on h«r back> mt^ 
mounted bj a namb» of neoeseary utensils 
and ardcleB of luxury to a soldier ; and to 
counterbalance the weight of her'burlhei^ 
she was oUiged to bend her body idmoat 
donUe* One of the officers, pointing to 
her,renudrked, in alaugh^ manner, **th4U*9 
prime^' making use of a ceuit terni to ngmfy 
that she whs a curious sight. The woSAan, 
without turning round, on akering h&t (»et^ 
tied pace, replied to the office^ ^ Upon tky 
word but your honour's mistaken ; it's noC 
prme^ but it's had^ as yottr honour wotild 
find out )£ fM, would carry it for a mile w 
two.'' 

While dhickwell. was endenvonring to 

8 
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make Ismena and Alvarez understand the 
full force of his countrywoman's jest, the 
rear of the English division passed, and 
Felix's regiment appeared in view. 

^ ^* Here,'* said Felix, ** comes another 
musical nation ; and, if I mistake not, we 
shall have a specimen of my countrymen's 
manner of amusing their march." 

Alvarez was not mistaken : one of the 
foremost of the Spanish soldiers had re- 
signed his musket into the care of one of 
his comrades, and was most unmercifully 
twanging the strings of a guitar, (21) while 
himself and some of those around him were 
singing, at the loudest pitch of thdr voices^ 
extemporaneous verses to one of those com- 
mon gyps^ airs which in the hands of more 
scientific .and tasteful performers, are so 
wild and so sweet. They sang only a 
couplet at intervals; hut the musician 
always continued the twanging or rather 
rattling of his guitar-strings ; and when he 
began to sing a verse, the word ran finom 
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moufh to mouthy and he was joined in it 
by a crowd of his comrades. 

" Do you call that music ? " said Black- 
well. 

" So performed, certainly not/' answered 
Felix ; " but I call it real gaiety of h^art and 
unextinguishable spirits; and I further call 
it a proof both of the musical turn and of 
the real wit of the nation : listen to what 
they sing ; the words are their own mak- 
ing; or if not composed at this moment by 
them» they were composed at another, by 
. those who were as poor and as ignorant as 
they are : attend and see if you can catch 
their meaning. (22) 

** Ah 1 think not 'tis love in my glances I mix, . 
When my looks on thy beauty I gazingly fix, 
For remember there are many who go to a fair 
Not to buy, but to look at the pretty things there. 

** When two hearts begin with affection to glow. 
They are often disturbed by some imp from below ; 
But once kindled, the imps may be laid on the shelf, 
For they'll love in despite of |he Devil himself. 
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** Is your lore feign*d or tr«e woxMmj jealousy try. 
For 'tis satisfied still with a look or a sigh ; 
If 'tis feign'd, then it can of no consequence prove. 
And if true, I no consequence fear of our love. 

'* Oh ! think not 'tis life that I breathe when away 
Prom the maiden whose glance is the light of my day; 
Other beauties are stars, and 'tis night when they 

bfioniy 
My soul slee^ 4Mit their light, or at best does but 

dream." 

It was now Fdix's turn to have to ex- 
plain his ooimtrytneh's wit, which became 
necessary mare from the difficulty of catdi- 
ing than of understanding the couplets. 

'' But after all,'' said BlackweU, ** this is 
not to be compared to Hm music we have 
just heard from the hussars.'* 

« I grant you," said Felix, •* that if the 
hussars whom we have just heard are of 
the same class of people in Germajoy that 
these poor fellows are here, that we are in- 
finitely behind them as a musical nation ; 
but to show you that we have yet airs in a 
style truly national^ which are not inferior 



to any in Gtmanjr in patboB w well as 
science, before we mount our horses and 
overtake the troops, Ismena shall sing you 
a bolera.*' 

Ismena willingly consented, and pitched 
upon that beautiful one. No tocaran 
eampanaSf to which Alvarez sung a se- 
cond. (2d) 

** Ti>U not the bdi of death for me. 

When I am dead ; 
Strew not the flow'iy wreath o'er me, 

On my cold bed : 
Let friendship's sacred tear 
On my fresh grave appear* 
Gemming wkh pearls my hier»«» 

When I am dead: 
No dazzling proud array 
Of pageantry display, 

My fate to spread. 

^^ I^et not the busy crowd be near, 
When I am dead ; 

Fanning with unfelt sighs my bier- 
Sighs quickly sped. 

Deep l^t th' impression rest 

On some fond female breast, 
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Then were my memory blest— 

When I am dead. 
Let not the day be writ» 
Love will remember it. 

Untold — unsaid." 

• • 

Captain Blackwell was loud in his praises 
of this song; and having mounted their 
horses, they continued to converse on the 
subject of national music until they joined 
the troops, when he separated from Alvarez 
and Ismena. 

The patriotas continued in company 
with the division of British troops^ until*, 
after many days' march, they arrived at 
Toledo, where they first heard the news of 
the retreat of the British army from before 
Burgos, and their own immediate neigh- 
bourhood, to a body of the French army, to 
which General Hill, at Aranjuez, was op- 
posed. This information aroused all the 
spirit of the guerilla in Alvarez. He felt 
that he breathed the same air with his ene- 
mies, and he was restless to be employed 
in destroying the beings who rendered 
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the air obnoxious to him. The British 
(Uvision was to halt for orders at Toledo ; 
but Alvarez, impatient of delay, selected 
from his regiment a chosen number of his 
cffiginal guerillas, and leaving Sanchez in 
command of the rest, he pushed on. 
Ismena would fain have accompanied him, 
but he would not allow her : he found it 
difficult to reconcile her in this point to his 
wishes until he placed before her the like* 
lihood of his conduct in the field being 
swayed by her presence there, and asked 
her whether she could bear the idea of being 
instrumental to the loss of his fame. This 
argument was too strong to be resisted, 
and she was reluctantly obliged j^o obey 
him, and remain under the care of Sanchez^ 
It was after mid-day when Alvarez set 
out from Toledo, and at sun-set he halted 
at a considerable village called Anover del 
Tajo, where he proceeded immediately to 
the alcalde's house, and required quarters 
for his detachment. The alcalde readily 



i4t ^BUX ALVAMfSZ. 



emnpfied wkh the fequisfCfofr, and reoeivied 
Fettx into fas own hoone, where he was 
teeated wifh everj attentfOQ that respect 
and hospkalitj eould dictate. The eonrer- 
wtion of the alcalde, wfio was a man cf a 
most communicatiTe disposition, ran npon 
aH that they had snflfered whfle under the 
French yoke, and all that they feared to 
suffer, elKmld the chances of war place thettr 
agma in the hands <^ their enemies. 

-•Ah! Senor," said the alcaMe, " if the 
#lber towns of, our heiored country hart? 
aeen as^ many horrors committed by these 
9oldiers^ as our poor Httle rifiage has, H is 
to he wondered that aH the world does not 
rise^ and f^ ifpon the demons that invented 
and! execnted them. We have a poor 
townsman who will be as long^ as he lives, 
which will not be long it is to be hoped for 
his safce, a momiment of the wickedness of 
those Moody minded wretches.'* 

•^ What «d they do to him 7''^ saidPelfcr. 

^ Why it is ahnost too horrid to a&ow 



meadf to itmeBiber;'* re{died tiie alcalde* 

^ I would gi^e the world to forget tbat I 

bad seen it. We used freqventlj to be 

cursed bj the arrival of foraghi^ paaiiesy 

wbo cmae w fer as this from tb«ih; 

Ibead qpaarters at Toledo: theiste parties 

wisre somedmtH smaller, and sonetiiiieGi 

larger ; eoiaietimes onty twenty or thirty, 

and aoinetiines a hoBMfred drs^oon^ '.—and 

whea tbey qame, they took every thing 

t}y^ ccM hj their haasds vspon without 

nmcy; hay^ ecMnn, caitle, and tHoney, if 

tbey could find it, and insult trs and our 

wms and daughfters, snd sometime? delibe* 

lately muider those wbo at all opposed 

ttMfOi^ Bat it SO" happened, Sefior, that two 

of 0ur townsmen had gone to ACadrid, with 

a cmp of pMatoes^ (84) and had Icmnd em* 

pbyment tiiere to gain thesr lirelihood, and 

so they stayed there. When the French 

Maag Fepe, wanted to ra^ his ^mnish 

guards or jaramentados, as they eidl them, 

these two poor fdtoify were piessisd and 

fbwed mtei the mmM. But tiMy were 
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Spaniards in their hearts, and they scorned 
to betray their country ; and so they took 
ihe first opportunity to desert, and they 
came to hide themselves in their native 
place ; and a long time passed away, and 
nothing ever happened in consequence, and 
they heard no more about it, and so they 
thought they were safe. But one day» 
Senor, there came a large party of dragoons 
in the usual way, with a captain at their 
head, who urged them on to take all they 
could; and the devil, who always helps 
on his own, somehow or other betrayed 
these poor fellows' secret to them. I don't 
accuse any body in particular, but they had 
enemies among their neighbours, and it was 
a good opportunity to gratify hate, you 
know, Seiior. However, God knows whe- 
ther the dragoons were told by any mortal 
devil, or whether the devil of hell put it 
into their heads, but so it was. /The cap^ 
tain had these two poor fellows seized, and 
brought into the plaza, just befo;re our 
door ; and he asked them why they liad 

1 
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deserted, and 'whether they would return to 

their duty ; but the unfortunate Clfleos hiad 

their heads more full bf rage than of reasl&n ; 

for the soldiers that had brought them harf 

been beating them' witk their swords, and 
• " • • ■?,»'♦ 

reviling them, and their ^Kands were tied 

behind' them; and so instead of tryitfg to 

come over the Frenchmen cunningly, and 

get off as easy as they could, they said they 

. • ■• • • * , 

never would fight against theip<5ountry, and 
that Mrig Joseph was a usurper, andth'afrall 
his followers were monsters, and -in 'short 
they told them more truths than St. Michael 
told the Devfl. You may depend upon it 
they were punished for this; but you wiU 
never guess ■ hbw^ Seiior ; n6body but a 
Frenchman could have imagined it, • and 

nobody btit a devil could have executed it. 

• ... 

It so happened that at the door of the baker's 
house therie was a large braeero/ wWcfi d 
woman was fiUing with charcoal, to bake 
a quantity of bread that these wretches 
had required; the Captain had that and 
another fiUed with burning charcoal, and 

VOL. IIL H 
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made them A% down in the hraseros mitfl 
ihe&ecoveredtheirthigiisr 

Alvarez made an exclamation of great 
hontHT. 

^ 'Tis but too tirue, Senor," xesumed the 
alcalde; '' I saw it witli my own eyes. The 
unhappy wretches were kq)t there until 
the fiesh of their legs was fried to the bone, 
and then the demons left th^n there. One 
was haj^y in not surviving the horrid tor- 
ture which he had suffered; but the. other, 
who was put into the fire the last, and who 
w:as less materially injured than the first, 
had both his 1^ cut off about half way 
above his knee by a surgeon from Aranjyez, 
and is still living, Senor, but an object of 
pity and compassion to all who behold him. 
His name is Juan Carmena." (25) 

The narration of this most hotnd story 
had a dreadfid effect upon the mind of 
Felix. It reopened >all those wounds which- 
time and affection had began to heal, by 
strongly bringing to his memory his own 
mipfprtuiife^. Upon retiring to his bed, the 
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utihaj^y victim of the creatures of France 
took firm possessioa of lus brain, and opened 
the door to atrain of horrid soenesi^ and fear* 
ftil johantomS; which effectually pverented 
the approach of sleep. Before day^light he 
was on hoEsebadc, a»d he set £nrth irith 
his detachment on the road to Aranpez. 

Upon his arrival there, he foond it the 
head quarters of the British troops, which 
were all upon^the alert, expecting orders to 
marcheveiy moment. Having discovered 
the situation of things^ he took the road 
upon which the French were expected, and 
advanced upon it with the intention of dis^ 
covering if they were really so near[ as they 
w&ce thought to be. Proceeding with cau- 
tion, he went slowly on, and the night 
dosed upon him before he had seen any 
thing like the advance of the enemy. He 
established himself 4n a wood by the side of 

the road for the night, having posted a 

* 

piquet, and on the fidlowing morning he 
continued his course. 
It was considaraldy in advance of Oc^a, 

3 2 
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when» upon gcirwag the' height of a hill over 
which the road passed, he pen^eived a vi- 
dette posted on the o'est of anotiiier. ' He 
desired his guerillas to remain hid from 
sight hy the fall of the ground Chey had as* 
cendedr and upon no account to show thrai- 
selves bj rising to the height ; then taking 
only two of his detachment with him, he 
struck off into the thick wood by which 
both sides of the rodd were lined, and ad- 
v^racecl in ; silence, ' without being perceived 
by the dragoon. When Felix approached 
him, he discovered that he was about two 
hundred yards _ in advance of a strong 
cavalry . piquet, and. as he could, have no 
hopes ;of making any implre^itm. on it, he 
contented himself with . thia in&atnatibn he 
had gained^ arid the alarm he was about to 
givi them, and he idesired one of his com* 
panidiis t6 level his carbine. at the fated 
viddtte^ The guSerilla proved that he -was 
a good snarksmaii ; tihe vidette fdU^rand the 
piquet in an instant was, horsfid-'and in 
mofioii; .They wfere soon at^the^ipot which 



Fdix liad just quitted ; but he had joined 
his detachment, and was rapidly iretiiing 
.with tfaem towjards Araiijuei:. (S6) , 

At Araiijiiez, the Britilsh army had 
already retired across the l^Eigus, and was 
encamped in the beautiful park on the other 
side. The engineers were destro3dng the 
.bridge, and Alvarez was the last man who 
crossed it.. The army, remained in thi^ 
'Situation for some days, and was joined by 
the division from Tdedo, while the French 
advanced and occupied the bank of the 
river immoediately opposite to them. Things, 
hdwever, did not remain in this ^te long. 
The enemy crossiecl J;he river higher up ; 
and it became necessaiy to retreat across 
the Jarama, a river running nearly parallel 
with: the Tagus, land falling intp it below 
Axanjuez. This movement w^s effected 
over a beautiAil and very long bridge, 
called the Puente Lairga, which it was at- 
temped to blow up ; but as the attempt did 
riot jHpfectly succeed, a division was left to 
defend it, and the body crfthe army marched 
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on. When the retreat commenced, Abrai^eas 
begged Ismeiia to hasten on to Madrid, 
where he woidd join her as soon as possible, 
and before it "v^ necessary that dbe should 
leave that place. He remained himself 
with the divifflon which was to defend the 
Puente Larga; and his anxiety induced 
him to reeross^ the river Jarama, and ride a 
considerable waj to the kit to endeavour 
to gain a height^ from whidi he hoped to 
see something of the movements of the 
enemy. The distance had deceived him ; 
it was much further than it appeared ta be; 
and finding he had gone so far from Ihe 
bridge, he gave up his plan, and thought of 
returning. On aj^roaching the avenue 
which led to it, he was not a MtUe surprised 
to find it fflled witii soldiers, whom he in- 
stantly recogniis^ to be French. He turned 
his horse round, setting off at ail speed,' and 
took a little road which followed the course 
of the river, determining, if he should be 
closely pursued, to endeavour to i|rim it. 
But apparently he had qot been observed. 
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for he arrived at a considesridble tillage 
called Bayona without anfjr one having 
fdQowed him ; here he found every house 
entirety deserted^ and not a Hving soul in 
the vi)kge> except a very old man» who ap« 
peared unable to movei and who was ^tting 
at the door of ji bam. 

^ Where is the nearest bridge over this 
river> my friend ?^ cri^ Alvarez. 

'' There is not one, Sefior, on this side of 
Madrid ; the first is at Tork^oii de Ardoz*" 
mutta^ thedid man; ^ but there is a ford 
hare if you could but find it/* 

** la it difficult or dangerous?'* asiced 
Fefix. 

•• It is very dangerous if you g6 wrong,'^ 
i^pfied the old man, ^ but the rule to find it 
is easy ; enter the river at thlat stofie im)6»,> 
Senor» that marks the ford^ and go strait on^ 
always keeping the Convent of Sail Ftm^ 
eisco in a lirie with the steeple of Cienpo- 
2suelos.** 

Felix made thie old man repeiit his di- 
rectionst for he could scarcely understaind 
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his roumUing ypice, and thei^ in confonnity 
to th^n, he boldly dashed intpt the river ». 
He was frequently afraid that he had gone 
wx6Dg from the depth of the water and the 
unevenness of the bottom, but at length he 
arrived safe, ajod thanked Heaven for his 
delivery. Upon entering, the small town 
of .Cienpozuetos; be found it perfectly de- 
serted; the most uninterrupted silence 
reigned, and ijbe effect was so extraordi- 
nary, upon the nerves of Felix when he 
found himself in the ipiddle of a handsome 
town in broad d^y<-Hght without a single 
Mviog object, . and in*, the most deathlike 
silence, that he was ahnost startled at the 
tioise of his horse's feet upon the pavement. 
As- hie. turned hpwever, into the plaza, he 
^alight a igUmpse :of the flpwifig drapery o£ 
SL'WOtxmk habited like a nun, as she flitt^ 
aqpos^ a street at the opposite comer u he 
increa$ed bis pace to overtake her, which 
he soon did by following the street he had 
observed' her take- The , moni^nt he came 
i^ear her^ she commenced one loud and cpn« 
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tinued shriek, tirfaich was only iiiterFig;]|ed 
by the pauses wcessafy to . renew her 
breath. 

'^ Good sister; be not frightened," said 
Felix ; *' I am no Frenchm^.**-— But hi^ 
endeavours were useless ; she stilly continued 
her screaio, which, after spme .time, W£^ 
changed into exclamaticms of " Holy VirgiQ, 
preserve me!" — :**Lord have mercy upon 
me !".:—« Maria purisima y saHtisifmJ[* 
After runnii^ some time, she at leng^ fd|l 
down upon her knees at the threshold pf a 
.door which, she had been endeavouring to 
attain. ^, 

Felix did every thing he possibly could 

to assure her that she need be in no fear: 

it was' a. considerable time before he could 

persuade her to look at him, or. convince 

.her that he was not a Frenchman. At 

length, however, he succeeded in making 

her belieye that he was a Spaniard and a 

. friend, and her joy was as great asbefojpe 

. had been her terror. She rang violently 

^at. the bell, and was ajiswered by another 

h5 
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irdOifem in the same dress, wfao> havnig heard 
the conversatfon in the street, W4s also in a 
state of terriUe alarm ; but as Felix assured 
them that he merely wanted tihem ta point 
out to him the road to Madrid^ they became 
pacified, and told him that they would not 
only show him the way^ but accompany Inm, 
for that they were only a little behhid aM 
the inhabitants of the town, and that they 
had stopped tn collect some tlnngs of vahi^, 
for which the one whcmi Fdix had met 
had gone to the convent, while the other 
remained at that house to arrange others. 
Alvarez had no inclination to be forced to 
go the pace of these old women, for they 
were both upwards of sixty ; but he could 
not find in his heart to leave them abruptly 
U9 so distressing a situation, imd therefore 
he made up his mind t>o see them safely on 
their road before he quitted them. 

" Ah ! Senon" said lister Juana, ** you 
would not be astonished at sister Dolores 
h^e being frightened if you knew the his- 
tory of dur convent* We are the only two 
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renn^ing, out c^ three and twenty df the 
sidtethood who belonged to the F^ftndscfeU 
convent when the Firench enf^ered Cienpo- 
zuelos last. A whole reginient was* sent 
into the convent to be quartered ; and the 
soldiers^ after behaving to the sisterhood in 
too brutal a manner for me to utter, Senoiv 
detiberately put an end to their existence. 
Sister Dolores and I made our escape, and 
have lived ever since in that house where 
70U found us. (27) 

Felix's blood ran cold. The old lady 
would have gone on, giving him a more par-^ 
ticular description of the misfortunes of her 
convent^ but he prevented her. He was 
not able to hear them calmly— -it was too 
tender a stri]ig> Afler accompanying them 
some way on the road> he left them, and 
galloped oiu He soon overtook a crowd of 
people hastening onwaids towards, the ca- 
pital, and he found them to be the collected 
inhabitants o£ CienpoKuelos and Bayona. 
He informed them that the two nuns were 
coming on^ and requested some of them to 
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wait, which two or three men immediately 
c^recl to do ; and without stopping, lest he 
should be forced to hear more horrors, he. 
Qontim}^ his course towards Madrid* 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

SalamaDca.-7-:Ketreat to Ciudad . Rodrigo. — ^Dis* 
' tressing Scene wKicK ONCcurred on the Retreat.— 
', Spaniards and' I*ortuguese.— Portuguese • Idea 
, pfDistancei 



J: HE;* i%bt had began to dose in before 
Alvarez feft Cienpo^udlps, and it was long 
after midnight when he arrived at Madrid. 
He found Ismena at the posada which he 
had pointed out^to her in great alarm for 
his safe^y^ and he fluog >himself in his 
clothes; upon' a couch to take a few hours! 
rest} of which he stood much in need : he 
was awakened; soon; after day-light by the 
intelligence that the whole of General 
Hill's c^rps was marching by the Puerta de 
San Vicente, and he hastened with Ismena 
to Join them and his Fegi;ment.. - 
' They crossed the Manzanares at the first 
bridge above Madrid, and took the road h^ 
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Aravacat and Majalahonda towards the 
Escorial ; but they turned off short of that 
palace, and passed over the Sierra de Gua- 
darraroa, by the celebrated pass of tiiat 
name, at the |iighest point of which stands 
ikhe immense figwe of lie lion^ faoU&ig 
the two globes which marks tiie confines 
of the two CastiUes. (28) In a few days 
they arrived at Alva de Tonnes, from 
whence they continued thdr march over the 
plants of los Arapiles, (29) v^faidi had so 
lately been the scene of battle, and the seat 
of victory, and which yet- bore the inq[)ressioiti 
of the footmarks of death, and arrived at 
Salamanca, the theatre where F^n had 
made his entrance into the world, and where 
he now beheld a sight whidi at once de- 
lighted and depressed his heart. Behind 
the beautifbl city, which, from b^g built 
upon a steep hill, is as prominent as beau- 
tiful an object, the plain was covered with 
a vast number of tents, whose perfect order 
and glittering whiteiiess could not fail of 
exciting^ sensations of pleairure. It^as the 
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army of Lord Wellkigtoii, the Duk6 of 
Oudad Rodrigo, the ccmqu^or of the Ara- 
p9es^ the preserver of his coimtrf • Hte 
heart bounded at the sight But that airaiy 
was in retreat before the destroyers of S^min, 
the outragers of nature. The thought 
came to cast a gloom over bis joy : it was 
but a transient one ; his specidative fancy 
was busy in ima^mng future advances and 
future victories ; and before he entered the 
city, his spirits had recovered their higk 
tone of exultation. 

The armies remained some days at Sda* 
manca, during which the French, as well 
as the English bodies, formed their junction v 
It was about the middle of November, and 
. the weather b^n to put on the appearance 
of winter. The rain descended in torrents 
when the British army began its retreat^ 
and the wet season oncis set in, it continued 
night aikl day without intermission. FeKx, 
although not employed in this service by 
ccmimand, remained always in the rear of 
the retreating army with a mounted de- 
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tachmalt of his guerillas ; and many w^« 
the opportunities which he had of annoying 
and harassing the advanced outposts of Hie 
enemy. 

:His compassion, however, was but too 
frequently excited for some, of his exhausted 
allies . and countrymen, whcxn^ as he was 
generally the last of the army who passed, he 
saw lying by the road side exhausted by 
fati^e, ;stnd overpowe)^ by the difficulties 
.of the; march, without being able to assist 
them, or prevent them from falling into the 
hands of the enemy ; but most particularly 
were his feelings affected by the situation 
.of many unhappy women, who, too feelde to 
^encounter the hardships they were exposed 
to, gave themselves up at once to their fate. 
One instance struck him with peculiar 
horror. The soil was rather of a clayey 
nature in some parts of their march, and the 
immense quantify of rain that had £aJlen, 
arid the number of feet of men and horses 
that had passed, had rendered the road 
jnost difficult to. walk on. The s^ wa& 
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not suffidently loose to constitute mud^ 
and the impression of the footsteps had 
divided it into a number of deep holes : the 
horses firequently sunk nearly to their knees, 
while the consistency of the earth rendered 
it a labour for them to draw out their legs. 
In a. spot of this kind Alvarez was making 
the best of his way to gain the reai- of the 
column, from which he had allowed himself 
to be a little too far removed, when he wai| 
arrested in his progress by . the sight of an 
unhappy woman, who had sunk up to h^ 
knees in the mud in the very noddle of the 
road, without havmg strength enough to 
extricate herself ; in this situation . she had 
resfigned herself to her fate. Alvai^z 
stopped, but was totally unable to afford 
her. any assistance. He was even fearful of 
approaching the spot where she was, lei^t 
his horse, which was much fatigued, should 
become entangled in . the same qiijagipii;e. 
He had nothing but qompassion to offei: 
her, which he did with all his heart ; but 
the W(Hn9n^ who was . one of the crqiYd of 
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Portuguese girlfi who had attached them^ 
selves to English soldiers when the army 
was in Portugal, and had afterward^ 
followed them through all their cam- 
paigns, told him that she was aware that 
he oould afford her no assistance, and 
advised him to go on, which advice^ how« 
ever, he did not act upon until he saw the 
advance of the enemy approaching at a 
Instance ; he then was fbrced to leave her, 
and he did sc with feelings of very great 
distress* (8^) 

During tiiis dreadfiil retrtat from Sa* 
lamanca to Cuidad Rodrigo, which lasted^ 
however, but fbur days, Felix, together 
with very many others of the retiring 
army, derived their principal sustenance 
from acorns and chesnuts, of which, par« 
ticulariy the former, they found great 
plenty in the oak woods through whidi 
the road lay. The weather ren<fered it a 
greatter difficidty to light a fire to roast 
these than it was to procure' them : at 
length/howeverj, th6y arrived at the end of 



iiieir difficulties and hordsfaipsy at CSudad 
Bodiigo^ and the whole army immediately 
todc up its winter quarters in Portu^. ^ 
These is no single national prejtidloe 
tn any part of the world more strongly 
marked, ^r more umrersally transmitted 
fh>m father to son, than that which in- 
diice»a Spaniard to despise a Portt^pieie; 
and the qnthet of JinchadOf meaninf 
Kterally acrpgmiily puffed up, which is 
almost exclusively applied by the S^ 
niards to the Portuguese, is aw of the 
most intolemUe insults which one of the 
former m&m can receive.. To call a £^ 
mard ^ Partuguae finchador is siAdeBt 
to raise the anger which a long list ef less 
ii^uiiDua ept&ets had failed to ndte. A 
similar feeling against the inhahstants of 
S^ein exists in the minds of the Poi^ 
tuguese, but by no means in the same 
degree. The marked difference . in the 
diaracteristici distinctioa of the two tm* 
tions may in some meamre account for the 
existence of tiiis prc^dice: the S^nadk 
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peasant being distinguished by a haught^r 
and independent spirit to air excess, wbilst, 
on the contrary, in the general cbaraeta: 
rof the Portuguese peasantry/ an abject 
humility, and mean servility to their so- 
.periors, or those from whom they .expect 
.to derive advantage, will be found topr^ 
; dominate* Of the ttvo characters, the 
'consequences of the Spaniard have been> 
. and must always be, the reyeise of what 
may be expected to the Portuguese. It 
is that haughty spirit, together with an 
enthusiastic and ili^iirected love of :tbeir 
•country, paramount to >eveiy. oiher fe^ng, 
which has shut the doors of Spain to the 
inipifovenients and advancements of the 
rest, of vtfae world, and hast left it, in the 
4iin^teenth century, a huni^refl yeaars be- 
hind the other nations of 'Europe. It was 
that spirit that refused to; adniit the ad- 
vantages of superior discipline amongst 
• their soldiers, because it. w^ to be received 
'£rom ja foreign, nation^ and delayed to plaoe 
jthe^siost consummate GeneraLin the world 
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aft th^ head oftheiF armi€S5 because he was 
imM a Spaniard V buHt' was; that spirit also 
that under tUe^direetibn of that. General 
drove the Fl*Mch from their countiy. 

Alvarez was a Spaniard, and he felt 
like a Spaniard. - His country,- his dear 
country, was every thing: and the Por- 
tuguese were Jinchados ! Yet he was less 
viotent than a great many, and more liberal 
than most; • All that he was able ^ to ob- 
serve, however, ofi the cKaracter. of the 
peasants, now that he was in Portirgid,^ 
was calculated to heighten : his. prejudices 
againkt them ; and ihe heartily wished iiof 
the opening of the campaign, th^t he ' 
iAigh|; leave the country-of a. people whom 
he so heartily ''^despised;. :Day after da^ 
something or other- occusred ta. show their 
character in a stronger light, and to tti- 
clpase his dislike io them^ ^1 I : : 

Alvarez and Ismena, accompanied by^ 
C^ain Black wdr, . who i had conie from 
the quarters of his ; rqgWaent to pay 'them 
a visit, were , one 'idayt&ing a long: ride, ' 

9 
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and in endeayouriog to return to <lie town 
ftom which thejr set out» tbejr lost then* 
adres; a ciicumstanee whidi the intrica* 
cies of the .roads» or mtiier tE8£ts» fiir roads, 
there are none in Portugal, rendfirs it 
cBflicuIt to. avoid,. and to .be wondered at 
when it is avoided* They came to a 
duster of miserable huts in the fields^ 
around which some men were working. 
Blackwdl called tcMi party of them. 

""O Senhor! how far is it to Santa 
CttnhaDao?'' 

There was a pause* The men opened 
their mouths, and stared without q[)eaidng. 
The question was repeated. 

** Tres l^uas-^hxee leagues," rqilied 
at length one of them ; holding up three 
of his fingers as a fiourther ex{danation. 

^ Three leagues!'' esudaimed at once 
Alvarez and Ismena, with artontthment 
and alarm. 

'' It is neosssary," said BkdeweU^ <^ to 
Inqube whether they exe hn^ or short 
leagues^ for none of these peopk have any 
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idea of a standard league^ nor isideed have 
they any idea of distance at alL" 

To the question whether they were long 
or short, two of the men answered at once« 
one saying ^< boas,^ or good ones^ and the 
other *^ pequena^r or Kttle ones. A fiur- 
ther explanation being required^ the ma- 
jority of the peasants seemed to say that 
they were bi>a9; and having ascertained 
the direction they were to take, they went 
on with the further informati^ that they 
were to keep tudo adeante — straight for- 
ward. 

Having advanced about a quarter of a 
mile, they saw a peasant with a long stick 
walking aloi^ at some distance from the 
road. At first he either woukl not, or 
could not hear them; but at last, by re- 
peated hisses, and shouts a£ ^* O Senhcyr^ 
they got him to come to them. (31) 

4 

" How far is it to Santa Cpmba Dao ?-' 
After a little hesi1;ation, the man r<ejiliedf 
^' a short league.** 
"* And 91^ w^ jji the weight r^ad ?** 
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" Straight on.' 

This was' more consoling ' intelligence, 
and they continued their route a Kttle 
more cheerfulty ; but Felix could not help 
remarking on the difference between the 
distance that had been named by their 
first informants, and that which this 
man had told them only a few hundred 
yards further on. " I can in no way ac- 
count/' said hei ^^ for the little conception 
these people have of a measurement of 
distance; they are so stupidly ignorant 
upon the subject, that ene would suppose 
that the peasant never stirred out of his 
native village, and that one town has no 

4 9 " ' . ' r 

Communication with another.^ 

" That is really almost the case,"* re- 
plied Blackwell ; ** atid their stupidity in 
this respect is consistent with their bar- 
barous ignoi'ance in niany others. They 
hav^ hArclly an idea that any' thing' but 
Articles 6t urgent necessity can b^ got out 
of Lisbon ; and it is a remark that I have 
made in all^the towns and villages, large 
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and smally where I have ever been in 
Portugal, 4hat if you go into a shop and 
Bsk for the commonest thing, if it be not 
one of real necesdty, or ^st they happen 
to have, you are certain to get the same 
answer to your inquiries : ^ Ha muitt) em 
Ziisboa,' "^there's plenty at Lisbon : a 
piece -ef information highly useful to you, 
who are a hundred leagues removed. from 
it. You may express your surprise, and 
renew your inquiries, you will only get a 
repetition of the same words, . '^ Ha muito 
em Lisboa'' 

When they had gone at least four miles 
upon the road, they had been desired to 
follow straight on, they began to find that 
the man who haid given them such com- 
fortaUe information about the little league, 
certainly was a great blockhead, for they 
had travdOed what mi^t well be called a 
long one, and there were yet no signs of 
&mta ConAp. . Dao. They had not since 
met a human creature, but they now dis- 
covered a hamlet at a distanoe, and they 

TOL. HI. I 
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their stepis to it. Thej found 
several peasants tagether near it, men and 
women, and they renewed thcar questions. 
^ How far is it to Santa Comba Dad?** 
<< Santa Comba Dad, Senhor?** 
<* Yes ; what distance is it from hence.'' 
^' Two leagues," said a peasant, holding 
up two fingers^ as the other men had 
done. 

** This is our last friend-s little league** 
said Ismena. 

^ And which is the road?** asked Blades- 
well. 

To the great surprise of the whde party, 
the man pointed in the very direction they 
had come from. 

^ Oh, this is too bad,** said Bhd^wdD, 
beginning to get angry ; ** will any of you 
come to guide us ?" 

Had a livesheU been suddenly thrawn into 
Ae middle of the group assemUed to gaae 
at these foreigneffs, it could not have had 
a more instantaneous effect^ in dispersing 
them, than this request of Bfaickwell'a 
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VHhey ill leparated in a moment, varging 
off in diffisrent directions^ each tddng his 
own wajr« Bkuikwell now became really 
angryyundf drawing his sword, b^ galloped 
after a stout big fellow^ Wfao» when ha 
overtook him, feU down Upon his kneesi 
and began crying most bitterly, firequehtly 
ejaculating, the name of the Saviour. 
BlackweU jdesined him instantly to set out 
and guide them all the. way to Santa 
Comba Dad, or iie would punish him most 
severely. After many supplications, hie 
found there was no alternative, and sob- 
bing like an infant, he led the way con- 
trary to the one which had been pointed 
out. After taking them about two miles, 
they began to recollect th^ features of the 
country, and in a very short time they 
came within sight of the town. 

** Is this the two leagues you talked 
about, you rascal ? '' said BlackweU. 

^ Si, Senhor," returned the man, still 
sobbing, for he had kept up his crying all 
the way. 

1 2 
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Blackwell, disgusted^ threw a piece of 
money down to him, and desired him to 
go about his business. The abject ^ animal 
took up the mfoncy, and running up-to his 
horse he kissed the hem of his loose pan- 
taloons, and middng many bows, he turned 
back the way they had come. (S2) 

'' O Espafia^ Espafta!'' said Fdix, 
*^ Oxala qtie estuviera otra vez en medio 
de tus hpoi ! — Ok Spain, Spain ! would to 
HMven I were once more amongst thy 
sobs!*' 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

Spanish Sacred Dramas — Portuguese Modinhas-^ 
- F^rlugaese Guides —» Commencement of the 
Campaign^ — A Paradox — Affiur at Osma— •Bri- 
tish Stoicism— •Spanish Joke— French Exactiops. 



UT Alvarez and Ismena used to relieve 
tbe mpootpay of their life in Portugal, by; 
taldng occasioiial journeys to Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and the villages in the neighs 
bourhood of it, where the Spanish troops 
were quarteml. They had many friends 
in the Spanish army, and among these 
they spent the carnival in as much mirth 
and gaiety as the inconveniences resulting 
fitmi the crowded quarters of an anny 
would admit of. 

It was Lent time wten they were at 
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Ciudad Rodrigo, on their return to their 
own quarters ; and the evening before their 
departure, they amused themselves by 
going to see a miserable set of stndling 
players, whq had established a sort of 
theatre there during the carnival, and now 
continued their perforn^nces in Lent^ by 
representing autos sacramentales, or dra- 
matic pieces taken from Scripture, which 
are generally acted in holy seasons. 
The play-bills announced the performance 
of one of these, called Za Paciencia 4? 
Job, the Patience of Job, on the evening 
on which Alvarez and Ismena were of th(^ 
audience ; and they persuaded an English 
officer, with whom they were acquainted, 
Itnd whom they met by chance, to accom- 
pany them. To Alvarez and Ismena, 
this kind of plays was not uncommon, 
and they consequently were not at all 
struck by the singularity of the manner 
in which the subject was treated, althmigh 
they laughed heartily at the awkwardness 
of the actors; but their English friend 
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was not a little astonished to see the tempter 
of Job personified 6n the stage as a black 
devil with great horns and i& lotig taiL 
This figure of Satan accompanied Job 
throogh the whole play, holding continual 
canVersations with the unhappy model of 
pati^Eice, and at last the English officer 
b^^ to be accustomed to the sight of 
him ; but he was indeed shodked by the 
manner in which the play concluded, and 
much more at hearing the people ap* 
piaxxd what he considered as irreverence 
amounting to blasphemy. The Deity was 
made to descend from the clouds; aiid 
after conversing for some time with the 
devil, they each took an arm of Job, and 
actually had a battle for him on the stage, 
which, after some time, ending in the dis» 
comfiture of the devil; his opponent Hterally 
kicks him ofi* the stage. (33) 

On tl^ir return frooi this trip to Ciudad 
Rodrigo, Alvaisz and Isonena arrived at a 
village within three leagues of their quar* 
ters, Jitft as the evening dosed. Thdr 
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road beyond this place laj through pine 
woods, which it would Jbe impossible to 
penetrate without the assistance of a guide; 
and it was consequentlj discussed between 
them whether they would remain there the 
whole night, and prolceed in the mornings 
or finish their journey at once that night. 
After much consideration, it was deter* 
mined that they should proceed at onre» 
as they would be lighted by a dear and 
beautiful nMH>n, and they therefore inr 
quired for the juez da fora's house, that 
they might procure a peasant to guide 
them, as, without the authority, of a ma^ 
gistrate, they knew they had no hopes of 
obtaining one. The juez da fora's house 
was pointed out to them, and as they 
approached it they found a party of gu*b 
sitting upon the steps of the door singing 
one of their national modinhas, and I^mena 
could not but observe that, harsh and nasal 
as the language seemed in common con- 
versatioU) in singing the beautifiil airs of 
the country it acquired a softness which 
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it wa^ difficult to reconcile with the ge- 
neral pronounciation. They stopped to 
listen to the gay air that this group was 
singing. 

* ■ 

Love by Venus' kisses made ill. 
On Ina's bosom found a cradle ; 
There, rocked 'till he doses, 
He softly reposes, 
But, Ina, beware thorns are hid beneath roses* 
His slumbers forsaking. 
He soon will be wakingi > 
And put thy gay heart in a terrible taking. 

Though your heart seem as 'twere guestless, 
^'en in slumber love is restless ; 
For there's no denying. 
You're forced to be sighing. 
To rock the poor baby, and keep him from crying; 
But wake when he will, 
He will wake but to kill, 
His progress is marked by ingratitude stilL 

In safety falsely certain, 
Remove not Cupid's curtain^ 
The little god showing, 
In happiness glowing, 
Nor IiiDgbftt the (Jartse'^ in 4reainslie is throwing^ 

X 5 
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Bat wlule sleeping you find biniy 
Ah i take him and bind him. 
And then when he wakes, you may laugh and not 
mind him. 

The song being finished, they interrupted 
the party to make their requisition upon 
the juez for a guide, whom they promised 
to reward, for his trouble* The juez, who 
appeared upon their inquiring for him, as- 
sured them that the rted was perfectly 
straight, and impossible to be mistaken ; 
but as Alvarez declined to trust to his 
information, and continued to insist upon 
being furnished with a guide, the village 
magistrate was rdhwtantly obliged to com- 
ply. In consequence of his orders, a stout 
9-l^king fellow made his appearance, 
who positively declared that he would not 
go unless he were attired to l^ve a com- 
panion to return with him, as he repre- 
sented the wood to be dangerous from the 
number of wolves in it, and also fiom the 
apprehension of rdbbers. Another man: 
wan «Mm«d^ tft aeconpaa^ luBv «id the 
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whole partj set out from the village, the 
first man who had come fcnrward as a guide 
having armed himself with an immense 
horse-pistoL 

The moon was excessively brilliant ; and 
while it showed the travellers clearly the 
road they were persuing, it threw a de^p 
gloom under the masses of pine-trees on 
both sides of them.^ The whole party 
was silent; and Felix could not prevent 
his mind from entertaining the idea of the 
facility with which the two men could dis» 
patch himself and Ismena for the purposes 
of plunder, and how Iktle chance there wag 
of their detection, should they take it into 
their heads to commit such an act. Pre- 
judiced as he was against the Portuguese^ 
and knowix^ them to be prejudiced against 
the Spaniards, he saw no grei^ improba^^ 
bility oS their attempting tM% and he kept 
his eyd narrcywly upon the too fellows, wha 
were wafting a liittle befoie the heads of 
their horses, that he mSght be ready for 
definite upon th» first indic»tioa of aha^ 
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tile disposition in them. While he was al^ 
lowing his mind to follow this train of re- 
flections, one of the guides suddenly com* 
menced a conversation. 

*< Do you know, Senhor," said he, " that 
this is not the first time that I have been 
employed by the Juez da fora to guide 
strangers along this road ; I remember I 
came once with Joachim da Silva to show 
a French oifficer the way. This pistol be- 
longed to him, Senhor, and a capital one it 
is.*^ 

'* If it belonged to him, bow did it come 
into your possession, my friend?" asked 
Alvarez. 

** Why, you know, Senhor, he was a 
Frenchman and an enemy, and it was only 
our duty to get rid of him ; so when we 
come to the river Daa there is a little 
|)reGipice from the road into the current of 
the river, And when we arrived at it I 
stood on one side of his horse, and Joachim 
tm the otheir, and kept taljiang. to him as 
we went akoig, as "pv^ may do to yQU now# 
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Sefihor, and dose by the edge of the river 

J gave his right leg a lift out; of the stirrup 

all of a sudden, and Joachim finished the 

business for him by tilting him over the 

side of the road. It was just such a. 

moon-light night as this is; and haying 

secured his horse, we looked over to see 

whether he had fallen hard enough, and 

the fellow had the devil's own luck, for 

there he was anH)ngst the stones in the 

rivqr, ^ve and kicking. We could. see 

him pMa enough, and we could hear him 

toO) for he swore, at us with all his might ; 

but says I to Joachim, ' We'll soon put au 

end to his swearing,' aijid we took his pistob 

out of his hdsters/ and taking an aim a^ 

him, we both f|red at once ; I don't know 

whose ball it was, but one of us stopped 

1m mouth for him. We each of us took 

one of his pistols, ^oad we sol^i ^ his horsQ 

and divided the money*" : ; , 

This cool confession . of ddiber^te ^mur^ 

der converted all Feljx's suspicion^ into 

certamtj, tliat Xheyw^^ destined. tOiJfk 
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low the Frenchman over the precipice. He 
deliberated a long while how to act ; but at 
length he considered the facility with which 
a Portuguese may generally be daunted, 
and he thought he might as well endeavour 
to frighten these feUows out of their inten-^ 
tion, if they should have formed one to raur* 
der them. Accordingly he began to relate 
the most extravagant stories of his own 
prowess in battle, and of the many French- 
men whom he had fought and kiDed, half a 
dozen at a time. The guides seemed to 
Bsten with attention to these stories, and 
remained in perfect silence. They passed 
the spot which they had stated to have been 
the sceneof thdr murder> without even mak-^ 
ing a remark upon it, and continuin|^ their 
route, they conducted the traveOers safely to 
thdr destined p(Hnt. At the entrance of the 
town, Alvarez readfiy gave tbem some 
money, and dismissed them, not at all sorry 
to get quit of them. (84) 

By repeatedly changing his quarters, 
Mftittz had m opportumty of seebig a 
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great portion- of the north of Portugal 
before the commencement of the campaign 
&Hr- which he so much longed; and when 
the army was put in motion, the left column 
began its march from cantonments which 
extended as far norib as the Douro. It 
was in the end of May that Alvarez forded 
the little river Manzanas« and found him- 
self onee more <m the soil of his amada pa^ 
tria; and it was with anxious hopes that he 
might never i^ain quit it. He galk>ped on 
to Akanizas, the nearest town» and felt 
a sensation of deligbt as he viewed the 
whitewashed walls and brick floors of its 
^uses. After having remained some time 
at Alcanizas, he set out to return to Tra* 
Tazos, the little vilkige where his regiment 
was quartered, and through which he had 
already passed. 

*' How &r is it from here to Travazos ?^ 
said he to a peasanat as he left the town of 
Akanizas. 

*• Only one league, SenOT,*^ repKed the 
peasaaAy *^ and a short oiie.f yet, if yoa 

6 
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had asked at Travazos the distance to Al- 
canizas, thej would have told you three 
good leagues, and they would have told 
you true too T 

** How happens that, my friend ? " 
^* . Do you ^ee that high steeple of our 
town there, Senor ? " continued the peasant; 
*^ the moment you get out of the village of 
Travazos and mount the hill, it is the first 
thing that strikes your view, and it looks as 
if it were nothing of a distance ; and on you 
go, always keeping the steeple in sight-^-^ 
no hill, no tree, no turning of the road, inter- 
venes to make «you forget it for an instant ; 
itiU the same maldita Steele ; and though 
it always seems very near, you never seem 
to get nearer, so that you are often inclined 
to wish the steeple fifty leagues offl Ask 
any man when he has come to Alcanizas 
from Travazos, how far it is from the vil- 
lage to the tqwn church, and I warrant 
you he will be more inclined to .say that it 
is three leagues than one. . But when you 
go the road you are goingj^ 3enor> from 
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hence to Travazos, you turn your bade on 
the eternal . steeple, and keep on throu^ 
the barley and wheat, until, before, you 
think of it, you come, pounce upon the 
village. Ill lay you a wager you'll say 
that it*s not a league when you get 
there." {35) 

Felix laughed heartily ait the man's ex- 
planation of hjis apparent paradox, but he 
Ipund what he said to be Uterally true ; for 
on his arrival at Travazos he could scarcely 
think it was a league, md he. remembered 
that in going to Alcaipj^as he had. thought 
it a much greater distance. . . 

The army once in motion, it continued 
to march with rapidity. By the adnoirable 
ipanner in which the march was condinrted^ 
all the strong positions of the enemy were 
flanked by the allies, and it might rather 
be said that the retreating and advancing 
armies marched parallel with, than follow- 
ing each other. The allies crossed tb^ 
Esla> and proceeded to Zamora ; from thence 
to Medina del Bio Seco, Palenda, and 
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across the Efaro, without having oace gives 
the enemy an opportunity of making any 
leoonnoissanoe. A few day^ however, after 
having crossed tiie Ebro, the French showed 
a considerable body of men in the valley of 
Osma, and a sharp aUkit tock, j^ce be-^ 
tween them and the allies, in which the 
French were driven back witli ^considerable 
loss* Alvarez lost not this oppcnrtunity of 
distinguishing himself, and he led on the 
skirmiidies in the commencement of the 
fiotioh with the most undaunted gallantry. 
When the French were in fidl retreat firom 
the field they had attempted to retain, he 
was £^ wilii the most advanced light troops,, 
who were harassing their rear. A British 
soldier who was standing close to him in 
the execution of this duty, was in the act 
of reloading his musket which he had just 
discharged, when a ball struck him in the 
leg, and passed through the two bones of 
it vnthout breaking either. The man fell, 
and Felix ccMitinued to advance ; but before 
he had gone many yaf ds, he looked backjb 



and saw this undaimted fellow hobbling 
along after him^ and supporting himself on 
his musket for a orutch. Alvarez told him 
that he should go to the rear^ rather than 
the front where he might chance to catch 
another ball more fatal than the first. The 
man replied to him m tolerable Spamsh^ 
«< N'ever mind that. Sir,'* said he ; ** my 
'w^ound is no great miatteiv— no bone broken, 
thank God, and I want to get another lick 
at the rascals, that I mayn't have loaded 
my piece for nothing." (36) 

In continuing thdr march, after tUi 
Completely suoc^sslid affajbr, Fdik and 
Ismena were quartered one night in tht 
village of Zuaro, a miserable collection of 
mud houses, where there was one which 
was a considerable venta : it was in this 
house that Alvarez put up for the night. 
The landlady was a very talkative woman, 
and was delighted to let her tongue loose 
upon any subject, but particularly so in- 
teresting a one as the grievances they had 
suffered j&om the French. 
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^^ You shall have some beautifiil tomates 
for your supper," said she^ ** and I must 
tell you, Senor, a jc^e about those tomatea 
that win be as good as sauce to them. 
You must Imow that there was a regiment 
of French soldiers, dressed in green uniform^ 
came by here not long ago, all flying away: 
fixNU you^ S^or, and our alUes ; and tibe 
officers of this regiment stopped here» and 
wanted something to eat, and I had jQothing: 
in the. world but tomates, and those wem 
all green ; there was not a ripe oto to be 
had ; but» however, such as they were, they 
bad them: but they got into a dreadful 
passion,. and asked me how I could think 
of sending them such thingis to eat. ** Ah» 
gentlemen," says I, " unfortunatelywe have 
nothing but green, ones just now ;. but: in a 
very short time,, heaven be praised, we 
shall have . hs ColoradQs^-^the red ones, 
here, and plenty of them." 

* The English were familiarly termed los Coh" 
ntclMrr^e red ones, by the common people, irani 
their umform. 
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' The good lady Uug^i^Ml so heaitfly at 
her own joke, tiiat it was quite unnecessary 
for any one to join her. » 

• ** Did the Frendi do much mischief 
here as they passed ?" asked Isinena, 

** They did as thuch as they could," re- 
plied, the landlady ; " they levied a contri- 
bution of two thousand rials upon the vil- 
lage, to be raised in a day ; and. Lord bless 
you, there is not so much to be found in 
all the vfllage together. We tried all we 
could do; we could not offer them any 
thing in exchange, for they had taken aU 
our com ; . so every body ' gave as much as 
they could, and some gave the last peseta 
they had in the world ; and so we managed 
to raise one thousand amongst all the in- 
habitants pf the village, and they took 
that ; but they were shockingly dissatisfied, 
and threatened 'dreadful things : they 
marched away, however, without putting 
their threats into execution." (87) 

The landlady proceeded to relate many 
things which she had heard the French 
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hadd<me; but as Alvarez and Ismena were 
much &tigaeAf andhadbeaxd quite asough 
oi the character of the French armj^ thejr 
dismisaed her as soon as thej GOuld» and le- 
to rest. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Ominous Thundert-«*The Battle of Vttoriit— A 
Charge of Cavaky— Robbery of the Dead and 
Wounded— Escape of King Joaeph—- Spoils of tfat 
Battle — A Coincidence* 



jThE battle of Qsma, or rather tfae recon* 
Boissance made at that {dace» was the aniy 
instance in which either of the annies had 
shown themselves in any foicoe amoe tht 
opening of the campaign^ and it was tht 
immediate forerunn^ of the fiist, the grsati 
the ofdj Uow which may be said at once to 
hiave begun and decided it*-the battle of 
VitMia. 

On the evening of the day feUowii^^ flus 
aSanTy Alvarez^ who* with his rc^giment, was 
with tibe Spanish diyiaon attached to the 
leil odf the lurmy, under Gk»eral Grahan^ 
had th^ satuAction of seeing the immense 
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squares of French infantry that ^ere bi- 
vouacked on the plains around the city of 
Vitoria, from an devated village called 
Zaitegui. Had he been able to look forward 
only a few hours, he would have seen those 
iieguiar phalanxes mingled and flying in 
disordered confusion ; but not being gifted 
with the inspiration of prophecy, his brightest 
hopes were bounded .to probability, and he 
said to himself, as, with the assistance of his 
q»y-glass he contemplated the beautiiul 
city, ** to-morrow we shall be in Vitoria.'* 
Oh ! that to-morrow ! what a day of 
conquest and of glory to one of those vast 
bodies that might then be viewed from the 
steeples of Vitoria ! what a day of shame 
and of defeat to the other ! Tlie night that 
preceded it set in with douds ; and before it 
was over, they met, and burst with peals of 
tremendous tfaund^. 

: **.We shall have a <battle and a victory 
to-morrow," said a British centinel to his 
comrade as they paced round thfeir camp. 
' ^.Those are two wcttds wil^ the same 
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meaning with us now-a-day$/* replied his 
companion. 

** That's true enough," said the, first, 
'* and we shall prove it to-morrow ;. that 
thunder is a sign that never deceive^ U9 
yet ; for my part I think that theare is lsome« 
thing more than. mere chance in that tbun-« 
der ; for whenever Wellington takes it into 
his head to give the mounseers a Uckingi 
its always sure to tickle our ears the night . 
before: (38) the French have found that 
out before now, or else the devil maken 
them deaf; and if they hear that clap now, 
my life- on't their hearts axe. in th^ sho^^ 
For my part, I'd sooner be drenched to tlii9 
skin in a thunder storm the ni^ht before. 4 
battle, than sleep in the sweetest moonshinie; 
Do jrou remember the thunder the night 
before the battle of Salamanca ?" ^ 

^^ I never shall forget it," repUed his 
coinrade, ^^ till I can find something more 
gl(»ious to remember: I think that^s. as, 
good as saying I shaU remember it att.nqf 
Kfe." V . / 

VOL, III. K 
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• f* If that's tfa^ case, take cave it does net 
dip your memory to-morrowv said his 
diend* 

V Andif eidy die success of the two batdes 
were placed !&• the seated that ei Vkoria 
woidd certainfy supersede t^at. of Safau 
nttnoia i^the memory of this soldier^ The 
AaWn ehased- away all the heavy eloads 
wlmAk had dcme tftteiy dirty by theip pvedb-* 
Heiiy and the> mwning rays shoae with all 
tteilr gllKhiess and then* glory. The action ' 
Was commenced on the right, at a great^ 
dtotance from* where Abrarez was posted ; 
tot the noise of* the cannon and musbetry 
WM ^stinotly heard, and the dbection of 
the ofeuds ci smoke was the only indiGatioa 
tb the anxibus spectators who were with 
8k Thomas Gteham^ on^ the left o€ 1^ 
ttrmy, of the progress of iheiP fri^^. 
Every heurt ^at Ingh— every eye ^as 
d^raitied' to endeavour to ^stiiiguish seme« 
ttdng- of ' what was goitog^on» It was lon^ 
tceryleng, hdR^reltiese^speotator&wer&cdQed 
upon to act; but at length thi^ir attention 



FELIX ALVAEE^^. 1^ 

was tiirfledf ^fcm watel^bg' tht more^kP 
tent movem^te mid swcois^es rf tbek dcMI^ 
rades, ifo the fiart they had la ^ay tb^M- 
selves iii- tlie acnoib. 

The French havittg lost the adTafetta^ 
ous ground ott their 1^,> i^N^re reding fiiaf 
Awards the dty ofVkoria,whenf Six'ThoHias 
Graham^s corps moved onwaitf faerdss-tht^ 
river Zadorra, an^ pr^tent their ret^ealt by 
the great road to' Bayonfie. IHb adv^t6 
had proceeded so far a& to tak^ ^io^sesaen 
of the dmall viHage of Avec^dic^ i^%m 
they dte^ upon them a most- UrMfeiKtload 
cannonade' from an immense liun^r df 
pieces of artillery, posted oil' the ^^dd<b 
side of the river. The fire' was at fitti^ 
ttfribte^ but it lasted not long ; ^dtfiiHg" 
cduld impede ttie progress of the brave ittiStf 
who were ptrshiAg ferWardl, The pasisngCf 
of the river Was sOon forced. Part of the^ 
eetuttidcrK^sed it at the bridg^df Aviediudhio; 
and' part at iSiatof Arangute: Ab^^AUPBt^ 
yrho fMn& Him^etf Hot so nmch aidM^ne^ 
ase he widlted, mA^ in a situation Where ]^e 
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could neither do nor see all that he desired, 
galloped on, and overtook a brigade of 
British cavalry as they were crossing the 
river. It was to this brigade that his friend 
Blackwell belonged, and he was not long 
in. fiBding him out. Some time after passing 
the river, they turned into a broad way that 
tookthe?! round the town at some distance 
from it, running parallel with the road 
upon which the confiised crowd of flying 
l^renchmen were retreating. They soon 
came up with them ; and filing over a little 
brook wivich intervened between them and 
the road> they formed upon an open space 
through which the road passed. The 
affrighted fugitives finding themselves taken 
on both flanks, for other cavalry was 
coming up upon the other side, hastily 
formed into a body with as much regard to 
order as was possible, and two regiments of 
French cavalry placed themselves in front 
of them to receive the charge of the British 
brigade. The order to charge was given. 
The shout which was set up by the deUghted 
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Englishmen thrilled through eveiy fibre of 
Fefix's body; it was a new sensation, the 
real shout of battle of a whole body of men 
— the shock of cavalry. This feeling, this 
sight, was to all that he had ever witnessed 
as was his former experience of war to the 
firing at a mark. The consciousness of his 
sensations passed like a flash of lightning: 
through his brain, for there was no time to 
think ; the body that was opposed to them 
moved Readily forward to meet them^ and 
they met.— The shout of the charge in ex- 
iting the imagination dP Alvarez had 
given the nerve of a giant to his arm, and 
those on whom it fell lived not to deny its 
strength. It was his fate that day to add a 
new claim to his title of El Vengadot^ by 
making his sword, the instrument of per- 
sonal vengeance as well as of general justice* 
He was close to Captain Blackwell when 
the two regiments met ; a French officer of 
gigantic size, advancing, struck a well- 
gimed blow at his friend's head^ which laid 
open his temple, and then with equal 
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Mreng^h and dexterity noi his sw<h^ 
through Ms body ; he ei^yed Hot th^ tri- 
umph, however, but paid f(»- it wi^ hUs ii^ 
to the blade of Alvajrez. 

The first Fremih regiment h^ing cut up 
and disperse, exposed the fiV)»t of the 
niticmd^ which in perfect older leoiicealed 
Iht squall of inftotvy, and w^ted for the 
aitival of the British Cavfiky, ikrh^ise imo^ 
cess had necessarily thro'^^ ^m iot^ w^m^ 
donfusioQ. They cSof^imied gaH^ifg <«a 
until they had alioost i^ache^ the y^t jda- 
jbotedble fiody of mrtiby Nfore ihmi^ 
When> hfmiyef, th^y ca^e withiu a fyw 
yards of it« the Ffimaii divided m the ioeotnef 
and, hastily filing off on both sidesj^eft tfaa 
advancing sqiiadroos (^posaed to the fir^ of 
the itifautry which was faeluBd tJhm^ Had 
they been, steady, not an EngUshnnui 00^)4 
baVe escaped, for ttey were ad¥anciQg with 
full speed lipon their bay on9ts» and wi^r^ so 
near that every msi^ might have del^b^ 
tKt^ly killed an enemy at fivery shot. But 
Ibey virere &ightmed, intermuQed, confused ; 



they ikad been iieatdn tintD eKpectotion H 
defeat^ and miM no longer act w&h cod 
tnti^idity^ Iliey aimed their muskets tM 
faigit; aimosM; all the l)£dls passed over tlie 
heads of the victorious diargers ; and having 
once disdiarged their iiieoes, they tamed 
nnd sought refuge in the fligh| iaan which 
they had been with mudi 'difficulty tdstrail^ 
ed for a motaent. The cavalry pursued 
^fism dble, sacri£kii^ numbers^ lEPid trianf 
many prisoners. (39) 

: ffibving oontinMd iti tiie pursuit a txmsi- 
dhsldbk wayv EeUx at fieiigth iuroied blK& 
'wilh th&fSaint hoi^e of finding that his friend 
Bladtwiea had not received a mdftal.wmbd. 
He ratumed with aH speed; and it wtoa wdb 
equal hdrror and bstsMishtnent. he found 
^hat almost all the poor soldiem who had 
(fiftUen in the fight a few ihinutea befbre^ 
were abeady stripped of every thing they 
had on, and left upon the ground hi a state 
iof perfect nakedness, by some mercenary 
wretches, who, undaunted by the dan^iB 
that they may mib^ withi follow an army 
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'dose upon the scent of a battle, to plunder 
the unhappy victims of the sword and the 
mu^ety sometimes in their savage lust for 
gain finishing the work that those . instru- 
ments had but imperfectly, commenced, 
preparing as it were the bloody feast for the 
wolves to which their spirits are akin, and 
of which they are the. precursors. 

"Good God!" exclaimed Felix,.** can 
human nature be so depraved, so hardened^ 
so insensible.'' 

Upon continuing to ride over the field of 
battle, he saw with indignation one of those 
human beasts of prey in the act of stripping 
a body. He rode up to him, and his in- 
dignation was much increased on finding 
him to be a Spaniard; but it knew no 
bounds when, casting his eyes upon the 
soldier he had. been robbing, he saw him 
move, and found that he was still aUve. 
Prawing a pistol from his holster, he 
swore to put an end to the wretch if he 
did not instantly fly from before him. The 
man, without speaking, deliberately obeyed, 
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and removed himself to a distance; and 
Felix, who found it difficult to restrain his 
hand from pulling the trigger of the pre- 
sented pistol, continued his search for his 
friend. It was but a respite.which* his sen- 
sibility had procured for the miserable 
object of his compassion — the wolf returned 
to his prey, and most probably put an end 
to the life the demonstration of which had 
excited the horror of Alvarez. (40) 

Felix found his friend, but it was to have 
all his hopes destroyed. A surgeon had 
passed by the spot, and pronounced his spirit 
to have fled ; and two soldiers who had been 
left to guard the body were scantily covering 
it with earth. FeKx felt his eyes fill -with 
tears which he could not repress, as he saw 
the clod thrown over his disfigured face ; he 
turned from the sight, and took the direction 
to seek his own regiment : he found them 
in a field near the road, where they had 
been desired to bivouac for the night. 

In the morning very early he took the 
road to return to the city of Vitorra, which 
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they had left far in thdr r^at Without pasn^ 
ing through it, and he overtook a Spanislf 
officer, who was eagerly listening to th^ 
account which a British officer of hussars 
was giving him of the events of the pre- 
ceding day. In a moment of $uch exulta- 
tion and rejoicing, there was no room for 
feelings of c&temi^ny, and Felix rode up and 
joined tliem, that he might partake of the 
information which he wm giving. 

The British officer continued his narra- 
tive : " We came most unexpectedly round 
the towti upon them, and having chased 
the squadrons of French dragoons before 
us as far as ihe road, they were brought up 
by it as well as ourselves. It was com- 
pletely choked up with military darriage^ 
of different kinds, and there were several 
travelling can-iages endeavouring to get 
along through all the obstacles which sur- 
rounded them. Two of these carriages 
were gayer than the rest, and we supposed 
tikem to be the King's, I mean Josefrih'sc We 
#ere no* mistaken. A sei^^ant of dur rey 
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^in^nl, a very gallant fellow, rode fbrward 
a little and fired a pktol into the toyal car- 
riage, which did not kiH poor Pepe, but 
fijghtened him so that it made him get out 
and take to a horse : with a few attendants, 
lie to<^ refuge in the rear of the cavalrf 
that were before us, and oft* he set across 
the country to avoid the uicumbrances d£ 
the road. We renewed out diarge, and 
the fellows who had felt us befol:e never 
waited for us this time ; but ** threes about** 
was the word, and away they went after 
the EJtig. I rather suspect that tliat new- 
king of yours, gentlemen, is no very good 
horseman, for the dragoons came up with 
him amazingly fast, and we after them» 
until they caiafie to a little dit^h, over which 
Pepe endeavoured to leap, but down he 
came, horse and all into it. ^ The dragoons 
who were close behind him could not pull 
up in time, and over they all went, over 
the ditch and Ring and all. But they did 
not let us come up with him, for they rallied 
and re^rm^on the other ^e^ and made a 
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very good front to us, which gave him time 
tp get away, while :we, who were, as might 
be expected, a little extended, halted and 
formed our squadron also. We had very 
£&x outrun our support, w.hich^ the French 
perceiving, they came upon us m^fully. 
The Colonel thought it prudent to fall 
back upon the support, and consequently 
we lost sight of Master Pepe. (41) 

^^Oh* if you had but taken him !" said 
the Spanidi officer. 

*• We iiave taken his carriage," said the 
Englishman, 'V and a great many more 
^which you will see on the road as we go 
along," 

A9 they approached the town, the road 
presented a most extraprdinary sight — an 
apparently incalculable nun^ber of waggons, 
carriages, ammunition caits, a.nd vehicles of 
all descriptions, most of which had been 
broken open, and their less valuable con* 
tents were strewed in eveiy direction: 
papers, maps, clothes, &c. completely co- 
vered the road. To give an idea of the 
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immense quantity of wealth, and of the 
value and extent of the baggage, of this 
annihilated army, it must be remetnbered; 
that it consisted of the farewell plunder of 
the whole of l^ain. From the King and 
his court to the lowest soldier in the army^ 
all generally; and each individually, had 
omitted no possible opportunity of extorting, 
robbing, and plundering in every city, town, 
village, and solitary house in their routes ; 
arid not a general in the army, not a (H^onel 
of a regiment, and scarcely a captain of a 
company, was unprovided with a baggage- 
waggon, cart, or other vehicle, heavily 
laden with the golden produce of their 
Satanic campaign. All this* pillage) of all 
the armies of France, of the army of the 
South, of the Centre, of the North, and of 
Portugal — ^forthey still shamelessly retained 
their names — ^was combined at Vit<»*la ; and 
all this, with the exception of a single con<^ 
voy which had set oflF for France with an 
escort of some thousands of men, only a 
a few days before, became the spoils of the 
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Taoquisfaers* The men into whose hands' 
the victory first fell, forced open the greater 
part of these reservoirs of lidies, and many 
were equally astonished and ddigfated to 
find whole waggons laden with bags of 
dottUoons— others with dollars, and others 
with the sacrilegious booty of ransacked 
fiiurches and defiled altars. Other sddiersr 
who happened to seize the luggage of the 
court, drew forth the richly embroidered 
dresses, and divided amongst them the 
magnificent wardrobe of the officers of the 
court and the King himself: and some^ 
dressing th^nsdves in the gay trappings 
wUch had fallen to their share, danced 
abo^t in the enHiUsi^ic joy inspu^d by 
their congest and its consequences* 

AsFelix and the companions which he had 
joined proceeded with ti^fficidty on the road, 
they found many of these baggage wa^^Cmd, 
winch, from the vast number that had 
offered themselves for plunder, had escaped 
the general ransack in the first confusion of 
Tictoiy, and remauwd yet unftpoiled^ ttid 



I^Mrrting with their gdden burthens. Over 
some of the^e sentries had been placed* by 
careful officers, to guard, if possible, a rem- 
Bant of the prize for proper distribution : 
but Felixes attention was attracted by a long 
haggage'WSLggoTi, standing a little on one 
side of the road, on whiqh was written in 
large characters, *^ Ze Gentral de DivisioH 
Villatcr ' ^ ■ 

** Ah ha !'* said Alvarez { « thereV nigr 
old acquaintance General YiUate ag^ib. 
He commtoded the troops h^Gte iGadit 
for a long time, and I had very fre^ieat 
opportunities of making my name known 
to him th^n. Afterwards, poor £^W» I 
Was one of iboBe who roused hiBd obt <tfhis 
bed one fine morning a little earliar than 
'usual, at Seville, and obliged him to scamr 
per off in dishabille, leaving his coat behiiid 
him,* and now here I find his naine again/* 
As he spdte a crowd of English and'Spi^ 
nish soldiers, who had that moment disco* 

« 8^ Moie 11% 
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vered that the waggon was both unphindered 
aiidung^arded,mounted upon its wheels and 
shafts, and falling to with all their might, 
with the help of iron crows and butts of 
muskets, soon forced the staples out of four 
large padlocks by which it was secured. It 
opened like a box, and the cover was im- 
mediately lifted with a shout of success 
from the enraptured soldiers, to whom it 
displayed an immense quantity of church 
plate, a box about two feet square strongly 
bound with iron, two large books, and 
some rolls of paper. 

The greater part of the soldiers seized 
indiscriminately pieces of the church plate^ 
whSe about half a dozen laying hold of the 
-strong box, carried it from the road through 
a field of high standing com to a little hovel 
at some distance, which, however, cost them 
a considerable deal of labour and trouble^ 
from its weight. One man hastily seized 
the two large books and the roUs of paper, 
and followed those who had secured the 
box. Alvarez took the same road, and 

3 
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arrived at the hovel with the fortunate 
plunderers. 

The men were put to their wit's ends to 
discover a means of breaking open the box, 
the cramps of iron round it were so many 
and so strong : atlength^howeverythej devis- 
ed a plan which was rewarded with success. 
Three men lifted up im immense stone as 
high as they could suj^rt it, and then let 
it fall upon the lid of the chest, and by re- 
peating this operation they at last discovered 
the contents. A small part was partitioned 
off and contained papers and letters: the 
rest was completely filled with different 
pieces of gold money, not in sacks, but in 
bulk. 

Avarice had never formed any part of 
the character of Alvarez, and it was not 
awakened in his breast by the sight of this 
huge heap of gold. He felt a little ashamed 
of the idea that he might be called a plun- 
derer, and particularly as it was in sucl| 
society that he might be found plundering ; 
besides, he knew thatit was not the intentioh 
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ef tiie chiefs of die armies that the fruit$ oC 
the victory should be indiscrimiaately pil- 
laged. He turned, theref(»e, to the Spanish 
soldiw who had tiokeii and still retamed the 
books and pupei^s, and said to him» 
. ^' My fiieiid~4 aoi entitled to a «faare 
of thai mxiney>f as bdng present here now^ 
and as having fiMtghft for it as weUas tkt 
others, bat I will jgive up my portinn to you 
if yon wiU pwe ne these books and fv^ 

The map co«dd hardly bc^lieve U» aensea; 
bdt he ii6T€l*thdesa haatened to acc^ the 
]^ro|Mid» kit it shofidd be detracted, and ha 
willingly aiirrendf»«d the booty which he 
considered as of no value, and which he had 
taken only bepaMse he would take some- 
thing, and the crowd prevented him ivem 
wtisshg on any of the more desiraUe wrticks 
<Kf plate which were bot within his reach» 
Felix was very well contented with his 
psiw, lor he saw that the papers W;ere ma- 
nuscript maps^ and he conceived that the 
hooks, kom thmr sia^ might be the same : 
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he thanefere pladed tht&ta befi)!^ him Or Ha 
hatKs althougb he fe^uMl them a tlitDe isn 
conv^iieDty and, so lolled, he ^voceected to 

Vitocta. 

In the streets of Vitoria he was fortunate 

enough to meet an ofl&cer of his regiment 

with two soldiers, to whom he gave charge 

of his newly-acquired trophies, not however 

until he had gone into a posada to examine 

of what they consisted. The roll of paper 

was a very extensive and well-executed 

plan of Cadiz, minutely showing all the 

works of the siege, and all the defences 

of the besiegers ; and the books contained 

a very comprehensive journal of the march 

of General Villate*s division through the 

whole of Spain, as well as of the daily 

operations of the siege of Cadiz, in which 

it was employed, illustrated by numerous 

plans' and sketches done in a very masterly 

style. Felix was much more pleased at the 

possession of these documents than he could 

have been by the money which he gave up 

for them, tainted as his good fortune must 
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have been by the fear of having acted im- 
properly ; and he could not but be delighted 
at the coincidence of his being the person 
into whose hands these records had fallen. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

The French at Salvatierra — The Pass of San Adrian 
■—Entry into Tolosa — A French Inn plundered-^ 
A Guerilla Action with a Bo3y of French. 



Having conversed with the Spanish 
Qeneral at Vitoria, and received from him 
his orders to remain with the left column x)f 
the allied army, Alvarez set forth to over- 
take his regiment. The army had marched 
onward in pursuit, and it was late in the 
evening when he overtook it at Alaiza, a 
little ruined village where they were halted 
for the night. In passing through the 
large town of Salvatierra, at the distance 
of three leagues from Vitoria, he stopped 
to refresh himself, and entered into conver- 
sation with a man from whom he had re- 
ceived a draught of water. 



^ The Vixgin be with you, Senor/' sfaid 
he ; ** may you overtake those mischieyous 
devils upon earth, and send them all to their 
original flames.* 

** They are mischievous enough, God 
knows,** replied Felix ; ** but I should think, 
fix)m the paaic they wfre in, that they bad 
not time to do you much mischief last 
night" 

** Not time, Senor ! Lord bless you, why 
a French soldier would find time to do 
mischief when he was receiving extreme 
unc^tion/' Here he related fresh horrors. 

Felix could hardly believe that in the 
disorder, fright, and confusion, in which 
they were, and with the arm of retribution 
actually suspended over them, there' should 
be found human beings w^o could give an 
unbridled course to their birtttal' passions ; 
but he staid not to ascertain the fatt; he 
had seen enough to know that if such a 
thing were possible at all, it was possible; to 
the soldiers of France. 

The column cotnmanded hf SSit TU^oias 
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Graham now struck off to the left, to en* 
deavour, by passing ever the iBtmentie 
chain of mountains which commence on 
the borders of the province cif Gidpuzcoa, 
to overtake and cut off the convoy erf Ge* 
neral Foix, which has beeil already men- 
tioned as having left Yitoria two d^ys 
before the battle. When they commenced 
their march for this purpose, and began to 
ascend the range of hills, the deuds had 
completely covered the vault of heaven^ 
knd the rain descended in one settled and 
general torrent. In spite, however, ^tfae 
dreariness of the scene, there was something 
'pleasingly imposing in the frowning- but- 
tresses of earth that, tising one above the 
other, fbimed'gigantic steps which ascendied 
to the genaral mist above; As ^hey passed 
midway around the vast Montaiia de Aras, 
wHich^ when-seen a^ a dislaaM^e givesto the 
mountains that suiTound(it tbe ^ppearanc« 
6f simple undblations of eai^ they were 
insensible of tite grandeur of this m<>iiareii' 
^ tfae Sferra, triftese head ww envdcqped 
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in the thick clouds which rested upon it 
and surrounded it ; and as their difficult 
and uneven road continued its inclination 
upwards^ they themselves began to enter 
into that thicker atmosphere whose per- 
ceptible density prevented each from dis- 
cerning any object at the distance of a few^ 
yards from him. 

Still they continued to ascend until they 
seemed to have passed through the first 
lair of clouds, for the prospect became a 
little more extended, the vapour a little 
less thick than that from which they- were 
emerging, although that which was stiU 
above them, and in some measure sur- 
rounded them, effectually excluded them 
from the glories of the sun, and continued 
to shower down upon them the fulness of 
its waters. When th^ had arrived at this 
comparatively thinner fitmosphere, the road, 
a ^act-way hardly deserving the dignity of 
tiiat name, and which had meander^ up 
along the junction of two enormous hill^ 
^hose almost perpendicular steepness gave 



tiiem the appearance of vast OQQ&iuig waU^ 
scttidenly appeared to end in afittteckciiar 
spot, where the two perpeadicular walk 
curved found and met, tdmmg a pecftot 
tul de saCf which ac^ooted to admtt of no 
escape hiit by retreat. 
- A halt was ordesed on this q^; and 
during its continuance eveiy one indMged 
his fiUMy in speculations on the roitte 
which was next to be punuod, and on Iht 
pumsbment which ought to be inflicted on 
tiie guide who had broi%ht them into this 
^Glemma. But when the head of the co- 
lumn mo>redoD, it appeared, to tiie astoniA* 
i^ent of those behind, to march directly 
against the mountain, in wliidi there was 
no opening to admit it. Fdbc then recol- 
lected to have h«bd of tiie extraordinaisr 



pass of Sen Adrian, and dbidited not that 
they wa*e arrived at it It is a smaH pas* 
sage woiked by thehandof mubure through 
tiie sdid rock, extending for about a hun- 
dred yavds, thnwi^ which Axi jnountaia 
road is dbectod^: and it wn^/hgr tfaik paii 
VOL. m,. 1. 
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that the ccdiimn now b^an to file. (4t&) 
Akhough sufficiently high to adnut a man 
easily, it is not lofty enough for horsemen 
to pasR; the ^cavaby consequently dis- 
mountedy and led their horses through the 
dark defile. The eflTect produced by the 
surrounding scenery of ;this little spQt, and 
the gloomy, state of the atmosphere, was 
most impressive; and this was heightened 
^by the romantic scene which the passage of 
the troops afforded as they .wound along 
the road which led to the opening, and 
were suddenly . lost at the little chasm in 
the huge xock which seemed to swallow 
them.- 

Having passed through this natural tun- 
nel, the traveller is no longer in Alava, 
but enters the province of Guipuzcoa ; and 
the road winds along the ^de of a steep 
mountain, having on one side its perpendi- 
cular ascent, and on the other an almost 
equally steep pred^ce, the dizzy depth pf 
which 18, however, rendered less dangerous 
hy^ the large trees and underwood which 



dlotlie it. AtfM, mouth of the pass or 
rather cavern on the GuipiusDoa aLde, there 
is a little edifice on either side of the roadf 
one bdng a soobH chapd resorted to by tbe 
faithful as a graver penance, and the otfaev 
a venta, where tihiej ,or the few traveUert 
who pass that road ' find : re&edun^L 
Both are. picturesqiiejobjects^ but the chapd 
in partictdar attracts the attention* beni|^ 
J>uilt a considerable height above the road^ 
and appearing to be almost hewn out of the 
rock, hanging, over the entrance into the 
passage. The roaA now began gradually 
to. descend ; and i^Hnding along the cotirse 
of the river Oria, iwhich rises within a 
short distance froip the pass of San Adrian* 
it brought the <roluran again £rom among 
the burthened douds, and, with the setting 
of the sun, they closed their long. and far 
tiguing march, at the considerable town of 
Cegama. 

Early in the 'morning they resumed their 
marcli; with high hopes that the advmce of 
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Hie jprecediDg dty m^kt ^^ble them to 
nacfa the .great rand faefore tkti Fretioh 
comroj Asmid hav^e piuBcd it. The xoad 
was maw not obIj more pmcftiGiAfe» Imt 
tnkmbfy good, and tibe. weathw had a»- 
•mtied a more pleasiiig aspect;^ it xaiBed 
Jbot seldom^ and in small showeEs, while 
the broken douds oocadonaUy adimtted the 
injs i of the cheming sua. They passed 
ngUij tfarov^ the large town of Segura^ 
tmdwexe not long in reaching the village 
ofLaseano, between wUch and V:Qlafranca 
the road thej were pursuing joined that ob 
which the object of their puxsuit was 
4KiardiiDg. But, alas ! they were only in 
time to behold the vear-guard of tte oob*^ 
iroy 4m>ss the junction of the two roads as 
tbey advanced. It was» indeed, too lat^ 
Ibr the high road was one of p^ect secu* 
miy, continuing exactly along the course 
of the river Oria, and flanked on both sides 
by tiie hi^ hi)ls of whidi tiie whole face of 
the jaoimtainous province of Cluipuzcoa is 
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ebmposed i so thst it was qmte imficMibfe 
ta aim^ on enemy who had abre&djr passed 
ibe defile which it formed. 

The advance of the column commenced 
a sharp sldrmirii with the rear of the fljiag 
cofuvoy, and drove them through the tows 
of Vi]lafraiica,and fdong theroad m tiiumpht 
toad tfaej continued their incessant firing the 
wkole dajy pressing &ar fbrcedmardu M 
length they arrived at the loveljr vsdlej of 
1V)]bs^ diie of the mott pfetuiesqn^ spots 
in Biscay, wliich, from the judicious mix* 
tiire of the sublime and beautiful, the soft 
and the imposiiig, would seem on canvass 
father the combination of a shiMnl artisif s 
fancy, than the ftitbful representation of a 
spot in nature. The view, which had been 
fer some time confined to the narrow 
breadth of the ma and the road, now 
opened suddenly upon a beauti^ axiA 
highly cultivated valley, to which- the light, 
green of the tall Indian corn g9^e a singUH 
larly smifing appearance, ^nd the sides of 
the vi^ey met again ^ppiei d^tanc^. fiiriher 
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on, atthe very point where stood: the hand- 
some and large town of Tolosa, which was 
but half seen, while the rest of its houses 
were hid by the turning of the road beyond, 
and the apparent cloring of thevaUey; 
while on the right the iihmense hills divided 
and admitted a great extent of country and 
rimge of mountains, along which ran the 
high road to Ptoiplona, and which afforded 
a most extraordinary and smiling appear^ 
ance. to the traveller, being cultivated to 
their y&rj summits, producing Indian corn 
in every part. where the original rock wad 
covered with a spot of soil, and cut for this 
purpose into shelves wherever the stecf^neps 
of the ascent rendered it impossible for die 
labourer to attain. 

But Alvarez had no time to give way to 
his feelings at the contemplation of this 
beautifyl scene ; the enemy was before him, 
and his mind anxious in the pursuit : the 
sun was &st declining, and had already 
sunk behind the hills, and thrown the valley 
into shade, if not iato darkness, when they 
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arrived at the wooden gates of the town.; 
These offered no opposition to a sidgle 
caiinon ball which was §ent to open them* 
from a piece of field artillery brought for 
that purpose, and the victorious pursuars 
rushed into the principal street, while the 
pursued, panic-struck, were but half through 
it. The presence of their enemies, how- 
ever, did not prevent the inhabitants from 
giving way to their joy at the sight of their 
friends. People were at all the doors 
offering wine to the soldiers as they passed, 
and putting up prayers for their success; 
and as the rear of the French column filed 
through the street, every window became 
illuminated with a provision of lights, for 
it was now quite dark, so that the victorious 
soldiers were cheered by a blaze of joy 
which lighted them on ^their road of con- 
quest and of glory. (43) 

Having driven the enemy quite through 

' iiiQ town, the sdidiers were recalled; and 

FeUx, who had been amongst the foremost 

^ o( the pursuers, turned his horse to rg;^ss 
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R. The iohabitants weve stiU profiise m 
tiidr expressions of joy, and in their distrir 
Nation of refreshmfnts to the returning 
tokUers. Alrarez, who was both thirsty 
ind fiitigued, went up to a man who was 
dealing out wine to all who came to seek 
h, and asked bim for .a draught. '^ Oh^ 
Se&or,'^ said the man, '* this is not wine 
0uch as jrou ought to ha^e ; go into that 
house o^Kwite, which tb open there, and 
you win find refreshments of a superior 
kind. It was the French inn, Senor, kept 
by a Fiencfaman who ran away not a quar- 
ter of an hour ago with all his fiimily." 

F^x took the nian's advice; and giving 
his horse to some soldiers of his regiment 
who were with him, be went into the 
French inn : he foimd it crowded with 
people, who were 9jl ransaddng every part 
of the house : some bad got into the cdlar, 
and were loading themselves with comforts 
for tlie camp, and otfaars were looking 
through every room in search of articles 
which might be portable. Alvarez joined 



a couple of English offioefs who hacl got 
into the larder, where Hiej were drmking 
some verf fine' daret and fron1%nac; and, 
after having satisfied his thirst, he and they 
loaded themselves with sonie luxuries for 
the table, which they had long been cGsused' 
to, and proceeded with their booty to the 
camp, which was a little in the r^far of 
Tolosa, 

But Alvarez did not remain in the camp ; 
fcHT he heard with delight, upon his arrival, 
that there was a body of a thousand French 
xgpoxk its inarch from Pamplona to join the 
convoy at Tolosa, and which, if they had 
not received the 'intelligence of its being 
overtaken, and turned back in consequence, 
might yet perhaps be cut off. It was with 
the greatest joy that Felix obtained per^ 
mission to take his r^ment in search of 
this body; and having procured tiie proper 
guides, he set out about midnight upon his 
expedition. 

He marched all night, and at day-light 
<me of his guides whom he had dispatched 

l5 
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considerably in advance, returned to infarm 
him . that the band . he was in search of 
;w'ere encamped in the valley of Lecumberri, 
a fertile spot about a league before him. 
Alvarez now began to prepare to receive 
them : and as the day-light increased, he 
devised a plan which, by the assistance of 
the guides, he was enabled to pftt into ex- 
ecution. 

The road from Tolosa to Pamplona, as 
far as Lecumberri, is a most extraordinary 
sample of human art and labour. It is a 
fine, hard, military road, carried for a con- 
siderable distance along the course of the 
little river Lizarza, which takes its rise 
near . Lecumberri, and . runs with no per- 
ceptible descent until it falls into the Oria 
at Tolosa ; its . way is through gigantic 
mountains, which in many parts seem to 
have been split asunder only to admit its 
course : so perpendicular are their sides, so 
close are their summits to each other ; and in 
those parts where this is not so strikingly the 
ca80» the ascent of the mountains on either 



FELIX ALVAREZ. ^27 

mde is s<^rapid as to be almost inaccessible. 
Felix divided his regiment into two parties^ 
and both, by the assistance of the guides, 
were enabled to ascend the craggy hills on 
the sides of the road to a considerable 
height above it, by mountain paths, and by 
scrambling over points where human foot 
had never ventured before. By this means 
the whole of the men became ambushed per- 
fectly out of sighty at a vast height above 
the road, and so immediately over it, that 
they completely tommanded it. Having 
thus disposed of his little force, Alvarez 
waited patiently for the arrival pf the vic- 
tims whom'he h^ped to immolate. All were 
desired to remain perfectly quiet until Felix 
should give the signal for destruction, and 
t^ey waited not long for the welcome sound. 
The sun ascended, and the French column 
was put in motion. They commenced their 
iparch anticipating a speedy arrival at To- 
Ipsa and union with their comrades : it was 
doomed that none should arrive at Tolosa^ 
Imt that many should join thcar comrades 

5 



who had there paid the forfeit of theif 
Crimes. They left the rich vale of Lecum^ 
berri, and boldly entered upon the road or 
rather long defile, whose overhanging walUr 
slipported the mstruments of the vengeance 
of Heaven. Maichkig on, they ai^ved at 
die part where Felix was posted with his 
irregolarly extended line isf patriots on 
either side of the road' He waited until 
they had quite entei^d the toils, and then 
he gave the anxiously «. expected word. 
«* Vbnganza ! *• he exclaimed. *' Vkn* 
GaKZa" ran from mouth to mouth — it was 
echoed By the hiDs : it was executed by the 
patriots^ who, at Hie word, commenced a 
reel feu de joic down upon the heads of the 
I!reiicfa ; whilst Others, who had been la* 
bowing to loosen large masses of the rock, 
gave them the last push, andsent them upon 
the heads of their victims, at once to over* 
whelm them and impede their prepress. (44) 
Had it rained fire from the heavens upon 
these bewildered and panic-struck French* 
Aien^ the effect couU not have been more 



terror^striking. They were so astonished 
at this sudden and commanding attack^ 
that scarce a Frenchman attempted to raise 
his musket in reply to the volleys that 
poured down from above ; and the bullets of 
the few. that did, were impotently lost in 
the brushwood which screened and ptrOf- 
tected . their hidden enemies. The only 
thought was of flight, and many a foot was 
arrested as it was raised to fly,, never to 
move again : many a life was poured out 
into the silver stream of the lizarza, giving 
it the tint of the ruby to the delighted eyes, 
of Los Vengadores, as they caught the 
bright beams of the sun which played upon, 
it. So secure were the destroyers, that as 
their aim was marred by no nervous feel of 
danger, almost every shot did its appointed 
duty* After the remnant of this almost, 
annihilated body of men had run the^ 
gauntlet of Spanish vengeance, they were 
met by a peasant who informed them of the 
French having been driven from Tolosa; 
and in despair they struck off the great 
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road by a mountain-path to the right/ in 
the hopes of its enabling them to overtake 
their firiends, and escape the twofold danger 
which threatened them from before and 
fix>m behind. 

Alvarez, after leading his men along the 
ridges of the mountains for a considerable 
way, untily firom the difficulty of their pro- ^ 
gress, and the unrestrained rapidity of their 
enemies, they could no longer keep up with 
the few stragglers who had escaped the 
massacre, as it may almost be called, col- 
fccted them upon the road, and commenced 
his march upon Tolosa. The soldiers set 
forward on their return with shouts of 
Viva la P atria! Viva El Vengador! 
Meuran les Franceses ! and only gave up 
the tumultuous expression of their joy to 
join with heart and voice in singing their 
favorite and inspiring song, Espana de la - 
Guerra. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

The French driven over the-Bidasoa — Felix's Ho- 
mage tQ the Defender of Cadiz— *>San Sebastian— 
Passages-i-Bascuence — The Manner in whichihe 
French first became possessed of San Sebastian 
and Pamplona— Conmion People in Guipuzcoa— 
A StornK 



W. HEN Alvarez reached Tolosa he found 
that the column had advanced, still in pur« 
suit of the harassed French. He remained 
there, however, for the night ; but it was 
not long befcnre he overtook the pursuing 
army. He was in time to assist in the 
work of driving the rear of the convoy 
over the Bidasoa, in doing which the Bri- 
tish guns kept up a destructive fire, as the 
enemy's men filed over the wooden faric^ 
which separates .France fron^. Spain, and 



which the French succeeded in burning Ur 
the water^s edge, thus preventing aH liyrtherr 
{irqgtess of the victorious column. 

This was a memorable enr m f&e cam** 

• ■ • 

jMugn ; the ravagers of Spain no longer pol* 
luted its soiL They had been driven from 
thie Mediterranem to the Bay of Biscay, 
ihrni the Atlantic to the Pyrenees. Spain 
might now rear her head ; her chains were 
broken; she was free! Felix's heart 
swelled with delight as these thoughts 
passed in his mind, wliile he looked upon 
the mountains on the opposite side of the 
river and said to hims^, *' It is France f ** 
tmd then back upon the road on which he 
atood, and said, *^ This is Spain, no longer 
covered with the myriads who have glut- 
ted themselves with Spanish blood and 
Spanish treastipe!*' As he turned with 
his regiment to take up their allotted 
quarters, he looked with a new sensation 
ei delight upon the soft green of the In- 
dian com, and upon the tent-shaped apple- 
trees thaty decked in their rich and gay 
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gairbs of blossom^ l^ve the most beautiful 
appearance to the steep and falling fields 
of this country of cultivated precipices : he 
Sdt that the Inight promise which they 
gave would bless the hardy offspring of the 
soil, and not beccHne the prey of the wOlf 
of France. , 

Alvaies with his patiiots was ordered 
t& take vqp his quarters in the handsome 
town of Usurtnl, a small but wdMndlt 
collection of houses situated in a ridi Und 
"^ bewidfiil valley^ through which the river 
Oria dnects its coune, and dEKHit four mile* 
ftom the sea shore and from the city of 
Soa Sebastian, where a large body of the 
Frendi were shut up by the presence of 
the allied army. The inhabitantB of 
Usuiinl received the new inmates into 
their houses with hosfntality. This town 
had been fesorted to by a. oonsideraUe 
number of fugitive &milies from San Se« 
bastian, who had left their homes in the 
eity to the mercy of the exasperated gat-* 
rison, rather than suffer the horrors of a 
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aege : the principal house in the toWn. 
belonged to a noble and rich family of S^n 
Sebastian, to whom it served as a country 
i^esidence, and resort of pleasure in the 
tiHies of peace and happiness ; it was noW; 
inhabited by every branch of the family, 
and by some intimate friends, to ivhom 
they had afforded an asylum when the 
general emigration took place firom San 
Sebastian, in the first moment of the alarm 
excited by the news that the town was to 
be defended by the garrison. This house 
was the appointed quarter of Felix, and 
the Seiiom de Irrizari aff(»rded the best 
accommodations to him and Ismena which 
the crowded state of her hospitable roof 
Would admit. 

Established in his quarters, one of i^ 
first occupations was the closer examina^ 
tion of the -books and papers which had 
fallen • into his hands at Vitoria. The 
more he examined them, the more he was^ 
struck with the singularity of the co- 
inddaice which . brought them into the 



hands of a person who was so conversant 
with the subject of them. " These tro- 
phies are not for me,'' said he to himself; 
*^ thejr would be invaluable as an authentic 
addition to the military records of the 
nege; to the chieft who had defended the 
towii of Cadiz. Who were those chiefs ? " 
The' name^ of Sir Thomas Graham could 
not fiedl of recurring to his mind in the 
most prominent point of view. It was he 
who had commanded the British troops 
during the first and the greater part of the 
period of the siege : it was he with whose 
army he had first commenced his military 
career : it was • at Barrosa, with which 
word the name of Graham is so glorioudy 
and so inseparably linked, that he had 
first dyed his sword with Gallic blood : and 
when he recollected the passage of the 
lake of La Janda, and many other in-> 
dividual traits of that General, his ad- 
miration and reverence for his character 
was heightened to an enthusiastic degree. 
I'lt is to him/' thought Felix, ''that these 
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veooKds will be mta«stfaig» and iA u int 
who m^t to be the {NMseflMir of tkiM 
spofls.'^ He immedlstdy detemmied to 
send them to luiil^ and to take tibe op- 
poMunity of testifyii^ his respect ftr Ida 
character, his pride at having first set vnt 
on the road of arms under, his directioiM^ 
and hia happiness at bebg again under Ids 
erdeni. He lost no time in ptttting this 
determination into executium, and felt 
mofe ddi^ at the pkaamre which thb 
esiprtasion of hb firtiihga aflftnrdbd hm^ 
Ihaii if hie had filled his pockets with Ge- 
neral Villate's doubloons. 
• His life, at Usmrbil was a life of com«^ 
paratihre idlieness. liord WeUmgton was 
pin^uing' his success to the summits of the 
Pyrenees, and had left Don Cario^ de 
Espafia with the ^msh army blodcafing 
th^ town of Pam{dona, while the column 
t* which Alvarez wab* attached Was pre- 
paring for the s]£ige of San Sebastian. He 
todc this opportunity of making liimself 
acquainted with this most picturesque and 



intfiiathig countiy* Hk daify rides wiA 
Ismena eaxned .tiifim into ^tanost evwjr 
faH of it» witlun a oonsidepalde. distatiee. 
San Sebast£an was aoe of the spots to 
which they paid an early visit Its dtu-' 
ation struck thod as peoiliady beautsM. 
It is built on a small isthmus which con- 
nects an immense high hiU to the Con- 
tin^it; upon the tcqp of this high fafll stands 
the citadel, while the town, which waDs 
regular and well built, consisting of high 
white houses, occupied the whole of tl^ 
toqg^ of hmd formed by the river 
Uramea on one side, and a beautiful biifc 
small areolar hay on tiie other, in the 
middle of whidi, dbout half way between 
the hill on wMch rt^nds the dtadel, a»d 
the hiUs which close tihe bay on the oth«fr 
side of the drde, stapds a rocky little 
idand called Santa Clara, the singularity 
of the appearance of which adds conadet- 
ably to tiie beauty erf" the view. 

Alvaraz and faniena, ^Sbsr admiring tiis 

10 
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beatttifid ntuation ftom the. commanding 
h^ht, of a hill descended to the very shone 
o£ the bay^ to look at it in another point of 
view : they remained there for a considec- 
" 4ible time, lost in the. admiration which it 
excited^ . until their appearance attracted 
the notice, of the French, who^ not: hairing 
then more important objects for the aim of. 
their . cannon, began to amuse thepiselves 
with making them their mark. The first 
shot that came, fell short .into the bay, and 
Felix^ who. did not conceive it. could.. be 
lAtejided, for .them, was looking about. to 
ascertain the probable object at which it 
Md. been directed, when he was. surprised 
to. find another fall within a few yards of 
them, u He then began to be alarmed for 
the safety of Isnliena, and hurried her away 
with all possible speedy 

From Smi Sebastian they directed their 
course along the coast to Fassiiges, where 
a larger and more singular bay than that 
which they had just qukted, offered itself 



. to their ,view« A^ this bay is approached^ 
it has the appearance of a handsome lak^, 
surrounded on aU.sid^s by bold . hills and , 
rocky- precipices ; as there seems to be no 
outlet, the panorama being closed by th^se 
natural walls, the large ships at anchw in 
l^he bay must excite surprise, and it is only 
from the town that the entrance is dis- 
covered. It is a narrow passage almost 
8t|*a^ht through perpendicular rocks of ^ 
great height; and it is at, the interior 
mouth of this passage, on the ^helyy sides 
of the rocks, as they descend to the bay, 
that the town is built in two equ^ por- 
tigns on the. two {sides of the entrance- 
The houses are crowded together, and 
built one above, the other in different tiers, 
tmt they give a picturesque effect to, the 
bay, 'and form an ol^ect of curiosity as 
well as interest Alvarez and Ismena 
endeavoured to reach the toinni ; but it is a 
singular thing, that it is not accessible by 
>any r^ular carriage-road. There is a 
track from both tiiie right and the. left 



•40 9ELIX Ai^rxiMX. 

town, going ^vet the moantoiiis rottid tibe 
fcttj) but these are both ^Bfficiilt BXkd dan- 
gerom, from their sifcnatien, and the neg^ 
kcted state in whieh ihey are left. 
When the tide is low, a^ g^^eat part ci the 
^7 Is left dry, and the beauty <^ it fe 
qHMled by the unpleasant sight of a qnan- 
tityef mud wfdch remains exposed: on the 
flicfes, however, it is hard beach, mod it is 
«Iong this beach ftat the town is ap- 
proached: but as tiie tide, when hig^, 
washes the mountain's very base all immd^ 
this Ukud way is no longer practtcable, 
and the traveller must dither go by those 
difficult traets, or follow a dang^mis &et- 
path alottg the edge of a precipiee. As 
the tide was h%h, Felix and Ismena de- 
dined taking either of these alternatives, 
and returned' to Usurbil quite satisfied 
with what fhey had seen. 

In the family of tiie Irrisanb, Alvarez 
and Ismena found a very agreeable sodety. 
The ^Is were luniaUe and lively, and 
tobk a 'great deal of pains ta endeavomr ib 
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tnake them both un^^rstand something x)if 
the extraordinary language of Biscay, 
l^trhich has no analogy whatever with the 
<!astiUian. They amused themselves by 
attending to these lessons, but it was a 
most unjNrofitable amusement, for they 
made very «litUe progress in the language.; 
and indeed they were not stimulated by 

any hopes of success; for the Biscayans 

• 

have a proverb that' the devil lived seven 
years in Biscay, and then left the country 
because he could not make himself under- 
stood ; and Alvarez and Ismena thought 
they had no chance if so able a professor 
had failed. (45) 

After making many attempts to adapt 
phrases, which she had taken a great deal 
of trouble to learn, Ismena was at last 
obliged to limit all her knowledge of 
Bascuence, to Jleaming the words of some 
of the provincial songs, with the wildness 
and beauty of which she was particularly 
struck. Her kind friends enriched her 
memoiy with a large stock of these, and 
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tMxtf^ bat td pfonoWKe ^und to iraasAele 
the words, of tiieia» and <x»isdbed )ier for 
ber Inakilitj ix> {irofit by thdur iesso&s » 
gxantmaTj by asmnog her that ahe pro- 
Aoviiced the comdry songs with the teue 
Baacuenee moceiA. With 0ne of these 
songs she was pecidiar]^ de%hted ; ^smi 
she used to sin^ it very frequeady iq heap 
walks and ridies With Felix. (16) 

6#^t iathe bedm of the jBdralng 

Tkat chases the «had(M78 of iuglHy 
Givii^ to darkness the warning 

That tells of the coining of light ; 
Oh ! but sweeter far is Julia'iB smile, 

That gently is warring with tedhiess^ 
IVIien'i^ofl-diir that hirkM oa faercteek imrUIe, 

Flies froK the diaiples of gladness* 

Bright is the goblet that flowing 

Purples the rays of the sun, 
Sweetly the b^ams rotM it glowing 
CoKCeAMTiite themselves into one ; 
. Oh ! but brighter ^ur is Julia's qre, 
. , • Its hue is more brilliantly fair, 
, And as the ray£f to the goblet fly, 
Eter^ heait centra there. 



Bot in the dodety of ^tt Siasify: at 
Usnrbil, the canvesssfciQB wte .not iSimaq/m 
of ihe sane, nature; bsare too, aa every 
where else^ Alvsrsz ^vas dbiii^d te Mfiteft 
Id lurtocses of fa(afrt0rs(5 and tflks ^ Aliiearf; 
for faen toor the fcemdi armjr iiad beam 
iAflnoagst the mmtjr Jtiacideilts charactemtie 
of J^be jusnies 4€ d&aifoe ibat lie was in^ 
fimRed of bjr the IndstsHis, the dccoimt ef 
the nmiiner in which the French first becamt 
masters of the fortificatbns and oltadel ni 
San Sebastkk aJSbrded the most lEStrikkg 
eKempHfioalion of the prind^e of wai^u^ 
upon wbidh they acted. The General 
conattandiRg a ooliimti of the Fremdn 
<)ii»rtered near Tdlosa, a^jUed &r and 
MdeivK^ per million from the Spaniab C0m* 
mander ^of the garriscm of San Hbfaastian 
to fl€»d the Adk of his army^ whic^ fai0 
Fepresented as being nameroifs, into tk«| 
town, fer Hue benefit df •dommbdicms hoch 
pitals and ^sea air. In e^msequeiM^e of J^bii 
fenummm^ 4ipwaiidls 4if tw^o thousand hmii . 
were admitted into the town, and lodg^il 

m2 
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in the hospitals. They came in waggons 
and vefaides of various kinds, with bandages 
applied to different parts of their bodies; 
acMne with their heads wrapped up, others 
with thdr aims mpparted by aUngs, and 
idl having the appeannce of sickness and 
debility. The Spanish authorities offered 
every accommodation to tiie sidk allies^ ia 
which character the French then ^pp^fmdi 
to stand towards Spain, and were forward 
in lending assistance to every plan for 
their relief and comfort. They had not 
been many days in the town before the 
chief surgeon reported to the Governor of 
the town, that he had' about five hundred 
cases of extreme debility whidi might 
receive considerable benefit firom the 
h^her and purer air of the citadel, re- 
qiiefting to know whether they might be 
placed there for this purpose. The m^ 
suq^ecting Governor readily consented to a 
fR^osal so evidently founded in reason and 
humanity ; hc^g that the poor men might 
profit by the arrangement, he ordered a 



tempomrj hospitcd to be prepared for them 
in the citadel, to which they were shortly 
iieiiiO>^ed/ Thus far the success of the 
Vtench had kept pace with the infamy- 
and treachery of their plot; disguise was no 
longer necessary, and one morning before ' - 
day-^Ugfat these poor debilitated dying 
men issued from the hospitals where the 
getietosity and humanity of thar victims 
bad placed them^ and found very Httle^ 
difficulty in Uidng possi^sdM of every 
part of the fortifications of the town as 
wall as the citadel, before the astonished- 
and bewildered garrison were aWare of 
iiieir intentions, or prepared to receive 
tiiem as enemies. When morning dawned,* 
the inhal»tants found themselves under the 
guard of their perfidious allies, whom, in 
spite of the drcumstanoes that had been^ 
passmg in the capital, they had not yet 
looked upon but as friends :-^how soon^ 
and how dreadfully the^y were awakened** 
from their error, may be easily imagined, 
when it is recollected that the men who* 



Tmi Hbm i» Aefimioe of everj law, Itwrno 
ipi 4ivui^ QuidethaidAeiires maifeec^ of San 
Sebas^fUQ^ wa?Q pait of tJN same atnif 
that h^d eoomdCtod tlie harrors wUcli hme 
Iwea weearAsi m fon^B^ ^ ike ttmgpiag 

A tooQ^ impdvtiiit jMi^ ImA ^ ^ wm 
Iktiebcn tntniipediiilQ the imnik of tbe^e^ 
iMrlfNirw^^. f «Mftofiaf b»d bem lail 
to the Sfumtedf hf (»,sti«4^geti m sottie 
degnee sitpilart theFreiichtioapfestdtiMed 
iii tkevjl]«gies lunwnd it weie attoiv^ to^ 
cnm f^ ifo<«hre tii0 rations of prarislwM 
^ind fipTige which vane svp^fed bjr tiie 
^hiped ISi)wi«r^ ^«t of the m9^mae9 of 
tku^^y ; ^ tafce av^y tfrege Wji ptt ot » coo- 
aidei^ptile mup^bi^r cif mw was Mcemij^. 
mid bf d^gree^! the imsdatrs iipwei^^ 
i^Eitil cm d^ thie to^ fin^i^ P^7p^ »» 
entarloig the towii» appetred td dnm^ ttieah 
sehre^ b)r threwi^ wo^rbelki afe each after 
iQKm th^ glaicsb; froa^ the ^acis the game 
g>ad«a)il9r gr^w wmrm and eiiUended mto 
the town,; efche? eif thmr cesnrades^ im ap 



pfBeent eonfodoa, join^ dienci asif to isliase 
tfadr sport, and upoa these «lliei»» soine 9i 
wbom broiigfab tieii: arai&; but Hm cil>t 
cmnstmure was. unattended to ki the- aiiiU8e<^ 
meBt excited by the nbfwr gemtkei afaaflu 
batfle of SHOW' baDa. ByHikmeaas a laige 
body of men was introdbiced into the t«wii» 
sufficient to seize upon tiiie guaidsLSk th^ 
gates, and ensure a B^ee entrance to. the 
wliole anny^ wfaidi: nqpidly advanced, to 
complete this treocharous conquest. 

To this trait of the spirit by which the 
chiefs of the French army were actuated, 
were added inmunevaUe mstance$ of indi- 
vidual character in their officers and soldiers, 
by the connnunicative fkmily who seemed 
to be never tired of recounting the misfor- 
tunes of their country and their cw^ntry- 
men. Alvarez and lanena b^q/^wiij en- 
deavoured to avoid the afflicting repetition 
of distressing tales, by devoting the g^^ater 
part of the day ta lofig rides amongst the 
mountains. In one of these excursions 
they had gone a cennkcaUs way, and were 
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thinkiiig of returning, when they eame to 
a small farm-house, at the door of which was 
ntting one of the stout, thickset, but healthy 
and fresh looking women of the country^ 
fl|iimiing and singing one of those simple 
and sweet little songs which Ismena had 
learnt from the Irrfsaris. They attempted 
to speak to her^r but could not by any pos- 
sibility make themselves understood. The 
girl, after endeavouring in vain both to un- 
derstand and to be understood, resumed her 
occupation and her song. (48) 

Love is a little ronaway 

That makes each heart Ins home, 

And when he's had his fun, away 

He flies elsewhere to roam. 

The mansion where his tricks he's play'd 

Must soon to ruins fall ; 

By love left uninhabited 

"Tia nothing worth at all. 

If he should take possession 
Maitia* of thy bosom, 
Trust not each fair profession, 
But chain him or you lose him. 

* Maitia in Bascuence means my Love: 



JPBLIX ALVAS£^ S4d 

f ■, - l»et prudence bar the window^. 
And modesty the door ; 
Inconstancy tf> hinder, . 

'tis best tb make things sure. 

After listening with pleasure whilst she 

supg several more verses, they at length 

interrupted her to endeavour to obtain a 

draught of cider, the common drink of thQ 

country, of which they were in great need 

As no Spanish word would give her any idea 

whatever, they were obliged to have recourse 

to signs, upon which she readily invited 

them in, and went to draw some fresh 

dder from the cask, which she speedily 

produced, together with a slice from a 

round loaf about six feet in drcumferenc^ 

and a foot thick. (49) . It was yellow 

dammy bread made of Indian com» an4 

covered on the outside with bay-leaves: 

When the girl first presented this bread to 

Ismena, it had a very tempting appearance 

like light yellow cake ; but . upon tasting 

it, the unflavoured sweetnesis and doughy 

consistency of it completely jjisgui;^. |ih* 

m5 



The dder however wn rerj good, and 
refreshed her. 

They had extended their ride a great 
deal too far, and they were only just now 
returning to Usurfedl as I9ie sun was setting : 
as he was setting in elouds which portended 
flie very reverse of an agreeaWe nde home, 
Ike Baseuence girl pointed out the black- 
Bes» of the heavens, and endeavoured te 
explain that Ismena had better remain 
Vbere than attempt to go on with such a 
prospect^ by taking her to a bed in a recess 
ef the only room of which the farm-house 
tonsistedy and pointed to it, to infbrm h«r 
Ibat it should be for her. Ismena conceived 
Aat it was a bed that was not in use, for it 
consisted only of a thick mattress with a 
Afoner one over it, and a pillow at the 
liead; hut Alvares rectified her mistake, 
}ff fioformkig her that tlie people of the 
Muntay always slept between two mat- 
tresses without any other covering. Ismena 
Kuled at tins custom, but declined the 
0tkT, tmA Hiey aei out on their retens. 



mm 
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Thej had Bot psocM^<| fkr Ife&ate it 1^ 
came quite dark; and had AWaves'fMit been 
▼try welt aoquai&ted with the eottntry, 
they would in all probability have lost tbeiP' 
way, and wandered about aU nigkb ; but he 
had well observed the road they had cpme, 
and was able to follow it in returmBg in 
spite of the night. As they passed over a 
very devated height, which commandeA ^ 
view oi San ' Sebastian, they were struck, 
with the briBiant and singular effect pro*' 
duoed by a treble row of flambeaux, with 
which the citadel was surmounted,, and: 
wMcb» behsg relieved by the darkness o# the' 
ni^ht, emitted an extraordinary light* They*^ 
were at first at a loss to account fer tl^ 
singidar and beautilul appearance, but they 
soon recollected that it 'WH^ the l$th cf 
August, Napoleon's day, and they doubted 
Wt that the garriM)n of Sto Siebastian 
was celebrating it hy this iUumination. (59)^ 
The rain which bad long been threaten*^' 
ing, began to fkQ only as, aft w descenc&igf 
feen tibe hUky th^ entevecl vpoii a kaiM# 
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load runmng along the river Oria, at t&e 
coinmencmient of the yalley of Usurbil, It 
wound for some distance i:ound a perpen* 
dicular rock, and led to a bridge which 
was the way to the good vaUev road ; but 
being hewn out of the solid- rock, it was' 
¥€37 narrow, and was undefended by any 
fence along the side of the river, whidi,. 
bep^ a continuation of the same roc^, was 
as perpendicular as the mountain on the 
oth^side: besides these dangers, there was 
a drcuoistance that rendered them parti-* 
eularly terrific. The road was nothing 
\mt har4 ston^, appearing like large flakes 
of rock, in whidi there were no interstices 
where a horse could find a bold for his feet, 
and the rain, which now descended in tor* 
](ents, gave a glassy slipperiness to these vast 
$UmtSi which made it almost impossible for 
9'h<ir8e to wa}k without falling. As they 
<l|KfQimenced this perilous path, the thunder 
xqjynd Qv^r .their heads in awfiil and repeated 
]|^ea|ki|| r and 'between the . inte^als of its 
:#« tip]^^ |mlt<e9:nig of the descend-. 
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iBg raki mingled with the loud rushing of 
the broken course of the river, and formed' 
a kind of slighter but unceasing thunder. 
The vividness of the lightning was the 
only means by which they could dh^ct thdr 
course^ for the darkness was so great that 
they could not ^stinguish the heads of 
their horses* In this dreadful situation 
they continued advai^icing^ Alvarez before, 
and Ismena following close behind ; whilst- 
the constant trippings of their horses proved 
the diffieulty the poor animals had iii 
keeping their feet» and inenaced them 
every moment with precipitation over the 
perp^dicular rocks into th6 raging riverw^ 
Too anxious to .keep at a distance from the 
edge of ihe preeipice, Alvarez nearly mad^ 
his horn's feet slip frojn under him, by. 
keeping him against the aide of the rock, 
while UvAen^ re^i^ed herself to her fate,: 
and alk>Wed her horse to. follow that of her. 
husband, without any other guidance than 
the occasional . support which h^ required^, 
when he^sl^pped. ' Hiavijpig procige^^d tbw; 
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over a distance which appealed to Alraita 
the vrhole length o£ the road, he catcidated 
that they must hare irrived at the bridge; 
and after in vain straining his eyes to asoer* 
tun the truth of his suggestion, he was 
convinced that they werecome to it, although 
he could not see it, and consequently he 
turned his horse's head to go over it. The 
careful horse refused to obey the impulse 
vrhich would have sent him forward, and 
the ^purst)f his master were applied in vaiii^ 
Alvarez reconsidered his road, and was the 
more convinced that something which he 
thought he saw before him was the bric^; 
he again urged his horse, which again dish 
obeyed the spur. While he was sliB en* 
deavouring to make him go on, a violet 
flash of lightning revealed to him the peril 
of his situation: he stood upon the very 
brink of the pvedpice, witli no bridge be&re 
him; had the horse obeyed hhn ke most 
inevitaUy have been dashed to pieces. The 
»me flash of lightning showed him the 
bridge a tbm yaldi Airther qn, and with 

10 
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more certainty directed his steps. In a 
few moments more he had the happiness of 
finding himself and Ismena rescued from 
the perilous pass, and safe upon the great 
toad which conducted them without diA^ 
cultjr to their quarters at UsurhiL (51) 



^ — 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Assault of San Sebastian — DangerQus Experiment 
of the Britifdi Artillery— Wanton Craelty of the 
Besieged — Courage of the Defenders — ^The Town 
Won— Situation of the Town when taken — Con- 
clusion. 



jJUT the time was now come when 
Felix was to be no longer idle. The 
siege of San Sebastian had been conducted 
by the British army with extraordinary 
vigour, and they had made an enotmous 
breach on the side of the town which 
looked towards the Urumea, that q)- 
peared in every respect practicable. The 
moment of the assault was anticipated 
with the greatest anxiety ; and from every 
part of the army there were volunteers 
who pressed to be allowed to engage in 
this dangerous service. A selection from 

1 
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these volunteers was allowed to be made- 
hy the commanders, that every regiment; 
might take its part in the duty for which, 
all seemed so anxious. Alvarez was de- 
termined not to be without his share in the 
anticipated glory of the day^ and he left no 
means untried to obtain permission to ac- 
ccHnpany the assaulters : he found it a more 
difficult thing, from the circumstance o£ 
there being no Spaniards employed in the 
nege ; but at length, by application to Sir 
Thomas Graham, he succeeded in his 
wishes, and was allowed to join in the 
dangers of the assault. 

It was before mid-^ay on the 31st of 
August that the troops masdied out of 
their trenches and ascended the broad 
breach in the demolished waUs of the 
town. It was a fearful ascent, and the 
tot who arrived at the summit fell, to 
give their bodies as steps to their comrades, 
who followed. And many were they who 
thus fell; for, upon gaining the height of 
the breach, an insurmountable impediment 
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was diflcovered to their furtJier pro ggea s ; 
an immettse chasm had been dug behind it, 
filled witib dievaux de frieze^ and trery 
possible instrament of delBmce. Surprised 
and disheartened, the British soldiers ne» 
▼erthdess remained immoyeable upon the 
steep asG^t of the breads although, ex- 
posed to the fire of one of Hktt ^eSeaoa 
which commanded it, and the musketry 
of the Frendi upon the ramparts. It be* 
Came necessaiy to destroy the curtain 
wMch conmianded the breach, and which 
pveveuted all hopes of any ferther progress : 
but the British troops were situated be* 
tween the batteriies and this point, which 
consequ^itly could not be annoyed but 
by divectiiig the cannon balls immediatdy 
over their heads, and not much aboTe them. 
Such a dilemma would hare intimidated 
less experienced and less skilful engineers, 
but the British artillery ofiicers confidently 
assured the Getieiral that they could destroy 
the curtain without endangering the brave 
men whose progress it arrested^ and ihcf 
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p&tScm0d their {»*oimse. So dSi^Uy wera 
thffk shots dsrectttd^ that alihougfa thejr 
parsed \mt a few feet over the beelds. of the" 
aneuj^tfifs^not a shot but readied the enemy^. 
wstboMt doing ai^ iiytuy to tboae whom it 
muL intended ta assist. 

Whib this dangeaocms. and diificuh ma*' 
Bamwe w» pesforauag, a brigade of Pch**' 
tuguese marched across tha riTer .Uramea^ 
to reioferce those who were aisveadjr on the 
faceachi Fording the river at its very emr 
bamchaxa^ these gallaDi; laenL steadily con-> 
tinned to wade through the water, which 
jaeached above thrir middies, although ex* 
posed to a destructive fire of grape-^shot 
from tiie town, which was well directed^ 
and.did great esoecution ; but they coatinaed 
tapersever^ without being thrown into^ dia« 
<»der, and wifth undaunted courage joined 
their alhes upon the breach. 

After the march of these brave Porta* 
gueae across the riv^, a drcumstance oo* 
cunad which strong^ exen^^fied the 
waftton afid sanguinary cvuelty of the 
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French. Many were the pcxir fellows who^ 
ftU in the ford by the gnqpe-shot, ancl 
Ibimd in the water the ^ofch wMch their^ 
wounds might have failed to produce ; bat 
there was one unhappy wretch whose pro^' 
gress had been stopped at the very edge of' 
the river by a shot, which, by breaking his 
leg, prevented hhn from movmg from the: 
tspot where he was wounded. The pocnr 
£dlow remained for some time in this; 
situation ; but when the tide began to< 
ascend, the waters rapidly increased, and 
he endeavoured in vmn ta save himself' 
fi^m the certain &te which seemed to 
await him. Two compassionate sulors^ 
who were stationed in tlie breaching bat^ 
tery with the heavy naval ordiumoe which^ 
hadbeen disembarked from the ships, were; 
tduched with* pity at his situation, and hu^' 
miuiely went to his assistance. They were- 
without arms, and evidently intended only 
to remove the unhappy Portuguese from: 
the> spot where in a short time he must* 
have been drowned.; but, the savage sol*^ 
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iftiers on the ramparts of the town, neither 
prevented by their unarmed inoffensiveness, 
nor softened hj the humanity of their in* 
t^ation, deliberately miide them a mark^ 
and evinced but too much skill in directing 
their muskets. One of the sailors was 
.struck before he arrived at the unhappy 
object of their compassion, and he was 
dragged away by his comrade through a 
shower of musket balls which fell around 
them. When the impulses of humanity 
were despised, and the common laws of 
war outraged, every one was forced to 
look out for himself^ and therefore the 
poor Portuguese was drowned without any ' 
other efibrt being made to assist him. (52) 

But the balls of the British artillery 
had now almost 4]estroyed the battery 
that had been so successful in check-" 
ing the assaulters. They again roused 
their hopes and their e:!tertions; but the 
Erench fought bravely, and the whole line 
of the ramparts and defences was crowded 
with their legions* Their fire was terrific, 



9Xkd could onl^ hlive been 'widistsod bjr 
such brave spirits as thos^ ^vindi were op- 
pdsed to them. Thefe was btit one narmir 
pftasi^ at the end of thie Imeach by winch 
an enitfanoe iMo Hie -town was practkaUe; 
and tUs Was di^fetided by raidts upom ranks 
of W)daiiint6d men, ivSnch were ified tip as 
speeds^ as they were mowti A)Wn. The 
French i4Soera saw tha;t if that pass wei« 
pvesared, no bravery, »o coart^ could 
surraoitBt the obstacles t^ Ibe descmit 
in the^ interior, of the breadi ; «mi they 
encouraged their men witih the ^ntimsiasra 
inspired by the magnitude of the stalca 
One particularly afeood upon an elevated 
part of the fais^arts, and with tbe voice of 
^ Stientorj seemed- to pour doilrafie into the 
breasts of his imen. No ball had touched 
Ufan-^e seemed mvuloerafale afmdst the 
shower of deatiis that &)1 fffopnd him* 
But bis hour was rafidly SBjj^roaehilig ; it 
had bee» ddaj^ed that it might 1)e ^nrare 
tenible. The skiUhlly "dineeted batts whidi 
the British fi^Heiy stSUl continued to pmir 
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tipoa the exposed rampart, weve as success^ 
ful as they deserv^ to be^ and cmeat leagtii 
fcdl ilpan nn expense magazine of powder 
fftt the v&y corner of t^e breath, where this 
^Dfficer was inapiriiig and ^Mx>uraging th^ 
maas of men which defended tke padsiif^ 
The effect was insttfutaiieous and t^erific-*- 
ihe Whole pampart was blown up, involying 
in its dedttuctkm friends and enenues— * 
besiegers fmd besdcged. The defenders of 
ihie. passage and. t}ic|r ctMungeous dhief 
were blown itito the jaif ^r ooished by the 
jnasses of faHinfg stone, together with a 
tittmber oE tho^e who were upon the bieadi 
in the Iminediate neigftthouvhood of the 
exploaicm. But, though SGRBe of the as- 
saulters were the vjotims of thb blow, it 
was the deoision oi the day ; it opened the 
towh to ihtiiiF comtodes^ who failed not to 
profit hy the advatitag^;, aad climlaBgover 
tb^ ^nrinaMrhiali luifibdmaoy ^ jthdr fislliQWr 
aoUii^ .'they; mshed through the u»de- 
ftktded fi(veirae>in<;^ the town. 
Altiidngh ahtto A every stveet inthe towB 



^as prepared to be defended fhun smiS 
fcreast-woriu which had been erected acroes 
them» the conquered garrison thought no 
longer of fighting, but made all possible 
'"^leed to leave the town and fly to the 
citadel. Safe in this retreat, the pursuit 
-was given over, and the victorious soldiers 
scattered all over the city, irritated by 

* 

the resistance they had met with and the 
heavy loss they had sustamed, and further^ 
more, impressed with the comnu)iD idea 
that the spoils of a town taken by assault 
were the right of its victorious assailers> 
began to enter the deserted houses and lay 
their hands upon lihat they could find. 

Alvarez had been one of those who had 
pursued the enemy to the very gates xif 
their retreat, and he was now returning 
through the streets of the town, which 
presented a most afliicting spectacle. In 
many parts the mangled bodies of bvyiMieted 
sc^diers were strewed «bout ; and the flames 
which had been originally o^eated by the 
$ring upon the city, and those wliich the 



FELIS: ALVAUEZ. 205 

French in retiring had lighted in many of 
the principal edifices, now burst forth from 
the houses in many parts of the town. 
The confusion whidi prevailed in the 9treet 
added to the horror of the scene : ' the sol- 
diers had lost most of their officers^ and 
those who were present had no power or 
authority over the men, who were every 
virhere roaming about in parties^ or, singly, 
entering and plundering the deserted houi^ 
which presented themselves. (53) 

Alvarez wandered about the town a long 
time, finding the flames at almost every 
comer, and anticipating with horror the 
fate of so beautiful a city as it appeared to 
be. He entered the Pla^a Mayor, a square 
of excessively handsome stone houses^ firom 
the windows of several of which he dis- 
cerned the destruction which was going on in 
the inside. While he was lamenting the im« 
possibiUty of saving the city, he s^w a man 
rush out of one of th6 houses frpin the win- 
dows of which the flames were issuing ; 
he was pursued in his flight by several 
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Portuguese soldiers, and overtaken at the 
eomev of the street, near which FeUx was 
standing* The man had a awwd in bis 
hand, with whidi he attempted not to 
defend himself, but began in a sappUcatug 
and arjing txme to beg mercy from the 
exasperated soldiers, who overwhelmed him 
with all sorts of vilifying epithetsw Fdix ap- 
proached; but before be had time to inquire 
into the cause of the scuffle, his feelings and 
thoughts were directed into a new channel 
hy recognising the roan who was assailed 
hj the soldiers. It was no other than Luis . 
Mosquera. At sight of him the bloed 
boiled in bis veins, and pushing aside the 
man who stood between him and the object 
of his vengeance — *^ Infernal villain T he 
exclaimed, ^* if ever one spark of courage 
animated your cowarcUy soul, defend your- 
self now, or give this sword an unkiter- 
Tupted passage to your heart J' 

Mosqu^a was, indeed, surprised at sight 
of Felix, and endeavoured to repLyito his 
dbaBenge in a condUatory maDn«; but 
Alvarez answered only by his sword ; and 
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Mosquera, fiisding himself pushed, itotised 
all the energies of Iiis mind and bod}^ to 
endeavour to sustain a combat with a man 
whose rage he conceived might blind him 
and place him in his power. But FeikCt 
impetuosity was guided .with sk^ and: in 
3 very few moments the traitor received 
the blade of his injured friend iivhisbdBom* 
Mosquera fell, and covered the paivemtel 
with his blood. One of the Portugiuiesa 
soldiers would have hastened the death that 
was fast am>roadmig, by ruaning his 
bayonet into his body, but Alvarez* pre* 
vented him, and questioned hidi as to why 
they were pursuing him. 

** We found the fellow in yonder hoaae^ 
said the soldier, ^' with his dlrawn sword 
noenadng a woman who w^s on her knees 
before him. The moment we came into 
i^ room she screamed out to us that he 
was a traitor and a Frenchman, and begged 
us to protect her. The rascid raa off, and 
we followed him to this spot" 

Mosquera evinced that he wa» liot yet 

N 2 
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dead by uttering several deep groans ; and 
at length opening his eyes, he with some 
diflBculty pronounced a few words. 

** Alvarez/' said he, ** that woman is 
your sister, Alberdna !" 

Surprise, horror, indignation, and a mul** 
titude of contending emotions, for a mo- 
ment impeded the animal functions of Felix; 
bat rapidly recovering himself, he darted like 
Uehtniner towards the house from which he 
had seen Mosquera rush. The flames were 
issuing with violence from the upper win- 
dows ; and as he entered, the staircase was 
completely blocked up with furniture of all 
kinds that had been thrown conftisedly 
down. Making his way over every obstacle, 
he axrived at the first suite of apartments ; 
be ran from room to room, calling repeat* 
edly the name pf Albertina, and rapidly 
glancing into every comer of every room: 
No voice answered his ; nowhere could he 
discover the object of his search. Regain*- 
ing the staircase, he began to ascend the 
second flight 'of steps; but his pn^press was 
impeded by the thickness of the smoke, and 
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the intense heat which he fek. Despair 
urged him on, and he! continued to ascend 
in spite of every thing. As he was advanc- 
ing» his foot struck something that was 
lying across the stairs, though hidden from . 
his sight by the smoke, and he fell* Ex- 
hausted and almost suffocated, he would 
hardly have made an effort to rise, had not 
a gleam of hope darted across his mind 
that this might be the fainting, perhaps the 
dead body of Albertina. Dreadful as was 
the thought, it roused him into action. 
He groped about in the thickening smoke, 
and was not long in finding the body over 
which he had fallen. It was, indeed the 
' body of a woman, and he rushed with it 
from the perilous situation in which • he 
stood, and not without great difficulty 
reached the open air in the plaza. A 
glance convinced him that the features of 
. her whom he bore in his arms, however 
pallid, however impressed with the stamp 
of death, were thosfe of his dear — ^his long* 
'. h)st sister : and she breathed, and it was 
. not long before the fresh air restored her tQ 
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her senses ; but she opened her eyes only 
to close them again, for the first object 
that struck her sight was her brother: 
it was too much for her weak nature to 
bear, «id sh^ again fainted in his arms. 

Alvarez hastened to remove her from the 
scene of destruction which surrounded 
them. As he passed by the comer of the 
street where he had fought with Mosquera, 
he saw the dead body of that fiend on earth 
l3ring extended without motion where it 
liad fidlen, for his Uack spirit had fled. It 
was with the greatest difficulty that he 
conveyed the still fainting Albertina through 
the town, and out at the gates which had 
now been opened ; and having at length 
arrived at the great road, he placed the 
tNirthen which he had hkherto carried in 
his arms upon a mule, which, with its 
owner, a poor Spaniard, was waiting to 
receive some of the plunder from the Por- 
tuguese and British soldiers. In this manner 
he arrived at' a large farm-house about a 
nrfle from San Sebastian, where Ismena 
and the Irrisaris had been anxiously wait- 
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ing to have the most speedy intelligence of 
the result of the day. The evening had 
closed in before he reached this . spot» and 
the rain descended in torrents, a drcam^ 
stance which considerably aided the reco- 
very of Albertina, who, under the ten4er 
care of those around her, was soon awakened 
to life, and to a full sense of the happiness 
which was in store for h6r. 

It is impossible to descrSie the joy of 
Albertina, Alvarez,, and Ismena, at thek* 
union, for Providence had guarded the 
%oneur as well as the life of Albertilia 
through a series of unheard-K>f trials, and 
there was no cloud to darken the deligiait 
of this happy termination of her misery. 
She bad been carried away from the Quinta 
de Vistosa, by order of the general offi- 
cer who had slept there on the fatal night 
of the burning of Las Casas del Puerto, 
and who had conceived a passion for her afs 
respectfiil as it was viol^it. From this 
circumstance she was preserved from any 
other peril than that arising from his im- 
portunities, and she had remained in this 
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situation ever since. Various were the 
drcumstaoces which favoured her escape 
from' the dangers which suirounded her ; 
and the chances of war at last conducted 
her to San Sebastian, where shp found an 
enemy from whom she had more to fear 
than from any she had yet encountered. 
Mosquera was employed in some lucrative 
civil situation in San Sebastian, and he 
soon discovered the sister of his friend and 
his victim. Urged by the same diabolical 
spirit which had excited him to plan the de^ 
struction of Alvarez, he determined to effect 
that of his sister, and he left no means 
untried to forward his purpose. He endea- 
.▼oured to enflame the passions and excite 
the jealousy of her hoping lover and the 
protector of her virtue ; but he had little 
success in this endeavour ; and his further 
intentions were prevented by the assault of 
the town. He had not prepared for his 
retreat to the citadel; and when he attempt- 
ed it, retreat was no longer possible. Even 
in this situation, the blackness of his heart 
overbalanced the cowardice of his nature. 
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and, in waiting the event of the assault 
with respect to himself, he proceeded to 
the house where he knew Albertina had 
remained, and insulted her with the most 
gross and horrible propositions. He would 
hdve carried his insults to greater lengths 
had he not providentially been interrupted 
by the anival of the Portuguese soldiers. 

The narrative of Albertina's misfortunes 
occupied many of the calm hours of retire-* 
ment which followed the siege of San 
Sebastian, and served only to heighten the 
happiness which they all felt in the manner 
in which they had closed ; " for,'' said 
Alvarez, *' now I may allow myself tQ 
think of nothing but happiness. My 
oath is fulfilled— -the ravagers and de« 
stroyers of my country are driven beyond 
its Umits, and my dear sister is found." 
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Not;e(l), p. 2. 

The gUanosy or gypsejs of Spain, are a most 
extrBoicUii»y people, and have their character 
more 4iBiinctly marked than those of mj other 
country* Although very many of them for- 
sake their wandering life, and settle in towns, 
they never alter their customs and manner of 
living, and it is very rare indeed that they 
marry out of their tribe. One of Cervantes*s 
tales is called La Gitanilla, the little gypsey 
ipri,* and is a well drawn picture of their cus« 
tonis and xomai&n^. la it an old gitano gives 
an account of their mode of life^ to a young 
man who joins their band, and to whom he gives 
the gitanilla. 

Note (2), p. 5. 

I think I have heard that the custom of keep- 
ing the Domingo de la Pinata is not known at 

9 

* See Las Novelas de Cervaotes. 



NOTES. 275 

Madrid. Its derivation is Genoese ; and from 
the ^iroumstanee of a number of the principal 
commercial houses at Cadiz being originally Cre^ 
noese, the festival has become universal amongst 
the inhabitants of that town. 

Note (3,) p. 89. 

No pen can do justice to this interesting scenes 
which took place in the Isla de Leon, on the 
29th March, 1812. It is most singular that in 
spite of the jealousies and prejudices which mu- 
tually existed in both the armies against each 
other, and the hasty temper of both the En^ 
lish and Spanish soldiers, the harmony of the 
feast was not disturbed by one single quarrel 
or dispute of the slightest nature, even though 
all were enflamed with wine. The effect that 
this festival had in softening the prgudices of 
the two armies towards each other was strikiiig. 
On the ev^iing of that day, whol^ lines of 
soldiers indiscriminately mixed, Spanish and 
English, twenty and thirty at a time, arm in 
arm, walked up and down the broad street 
(Calle Real) of the Isla deLeon, singing together 
patriotic songs, or in mirthful c^onversation ; and 
ever after, it was no uncommon thing to see 
soldiers of both nations walking together in die 
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%ttei^tf and seeking each -other (Dut, a circum« 
stance which before that time was hardly ever 
known. 

» 

Note (4.), p. 44. 

The vast powers of the extraordinary mortars 
here alluded to are well known to every one, 
particularly since the one presented to the Prince 
Regent has been placed in St. James's Park. 
They were cast at the celebrated cannon- 
foundery at Seville, carried down the Guadal- 
quivir, and from its mouth transported with im- 
mense labour to the Napoleon Battery, which 
was the nearest point to Cadiz, but at a distance 
of upwards of 6000 yards from it. The shells 
thrown from tliese mortars reached over two- 
thirds of the city. 

Note (5), p. 45. 

.' The number of people killed and wounded in 
and about Cadiz during the four months of 
bombardment amounted to^ty-four. 

I Note (6), p. 49. 

This manner of giving warning of the coming 

of the shells gave occasion to a circumstance 

which is worthy of being recorded. .The man 

who was placed in the steeple of the church of 

3 
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San Francisco to announce the danger as soon 
us he saw the smoke issuing from the Napoleon 
Battery, where the mortars were placed, tolled 
the belL The shell, of whose approach he gave 
warning, struck the steeple and took away part 
of the wall of the small belfry, where he was 
placed. The man, however, knew that they 
never fired off one mortar until they had pre* 
pared two, and he was so little affected by the 
danger of his situation, or by the dreadful en- 
gine that had passed so near him, and he was 
so much on the alert, that in less than the space^ 
of. half a minute, he perceived the fellow 
shell, and gave his accustomed warning by 
.again tolling the bell, which had escaped un?> 
injured. - This brings to mind the well-known 
#inecdote of Charles XII. and his Secretary*; 
and certainly the watchman at San Francisco 
displayed as- much calm and steady courage, as 
the hero of Sweden. 

Note (7), p. 65. 

- Almost all the principal Spanish guerilla 
chiefs had appellations, some of which, from 
their familiar turn, maybe rather called nick* 
names. El Empednado is one of these. Por- 
lier wajs called El Matquesito-^the little Mar- 
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qais; anodier was called El Padrecito— the 
'little priest ; and so generally were they design 
nated by these titles, that to the greater number 
of those who ta&ed about theni) thdr real 
names were unknown. 

Note (8), p. 57. 

MADRID LIBRE. 

ISde Agosto^ — El dia 10 y i 1 partio Pepe oon 
unos 15 mil hombres, inclusos S regimientos de 
juramentados : cerca de 10 mil proii^gos rene- 
gadiOos, renegaditos, renegados y renc^gadazos 
veguian & su soberano. 1EX12 entraron nuestros 
Mdentores. El goeo de estos momentos prodr& 
sentirse mas no explicarse. El IS y 14 fiie 
foatido el Retire : k las 12 del dia de «ste ultimo 
capitularon los 1700 franoeses y 30Q jurados de 
la gaamkioB. Se han hallado gtandes req>u-^ 
estos de efectos, vestuarios, comestibles y 180 
canones. Ha habido 3 noches de iluminacion 
y 4 ya de gozo universal. Hoy se ha aumen- 
tado la satis&coion y jiibile de este pnd>lo Espa- 
nai con la solemne y magestuosa fiesta de la 
pobUcation el IS, y hoy con el jinrameiito & la 
(Constitution que entre bombas y granadas ha 
sido formado en Cadiz por los dignos r^resen- 
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^e la nacion Espafioia. £1 ptieUo de 
Madrid eerk ^mpre el que d^ el exemplo de 
fidelidad, sumicion, obediencia y constancia eti 
t&Yor de la patria. Salen hoy 3 divisions &cia 
la Mancha. Se presentan desertores j pasados 
que es una maravilla. Tenemos buenas esperan- 
zas en los juramentados^ que van per JRierza 
con Tepe. 

Madrid, 16.— A la una de la maiiana del 12 
salieron de Madrid los ukimos Franceses sin 
tsausar estrago : k poco tiempo despues entr&ron 
los aliados con la 7* division y ^ brigadas de 
cavalleria: tambien lo hicieron los empecmados. 
X.a alegria, vivas y miles de aplausos con besos 
y abrazos que fueron bien recebidos mutiialmente 
no pueden compararse, ni hay pluma que pueda 
explicarlo. £1 Lord est& alojado en palacio, ^i 
la habitacion del infante Don Antonio qae 3e h 
escogio por no estar aun infestada de vapores 
vandales: Don Carlos Espana, en easa del 
Marques de Santiago: el Empecinado en casa 
del Senor Duque del Infantado, y & los deroas 4 
porfia se los Uevaban k sus casas los habitantes. 
Las Manolas y Manolos con sus panderos iiieron 
k arrancar los arbolitos de la alameda que Pepe 
hizo en la puerta de San Vicente^ y con ellos 
hicieron enramadas para recebir al Lord : hicie- 
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ron loconf que no scm facQes de describir con 
sua vivos ooloridofi. Tres dia» de ilaminacion, 
oolgadas todas las calles, locos todos sin saber 
qnando volvenin a sano jaico: los aliados estan 
adminulos al ver estos extremos de gozo y re- 
ooDocimiento, 

Pq>inoiiiarch6con todasu&rsaporelcainiiiQ 
de Aranjuez y Toledo, en cuyos alrededores 
•andan errantes por segnirlos los aliados; ya se 
asqrnra que capitularon los de Toledo. Laguar- 
nicion del Retiro de 1800 hombres capitulo; 
los mil partieron &cia Arabaca; 800 juramenta- 
dos quedan k diqxNsicion del gobierno, del quo 
se espera tome prontas disposiciones. En d 
Retiro se encontr&ron 2 aquiluchos, ] 80 canones 
20 mil fusiles, 15,000 vestuarios, mucbas muni- 
c\olies^ centeoares de miles de raciones, mulas, 
buejres, S millones de reales y 50 ex-doncdlas 
con lOOrenegados. 

£1 Lord nombro k Don Carlos Espana Go- 
bemador de Madrid, y este fixo al punto un 
bando para que todo el que sepa el paradero de 
efectos franceses, 6 de viles Espanoles los ma- 
nifieste en el termino de 8 dias# Se cree parts 
pnmto el Lord, pues trata de batir k los gabacbos 
endetal. 
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Note (9), p. 63. 

The manner in which the French destroyed 
their cannon upon raising the siege of Cadiz is 
not uncommon. The mortar which is now 
placed in St. James's Park has been rendered 
useless by this means, and bears the mark of 
the ball which was fired into its mouth.' 

Note (10) p. 66. 

PAPELETA DE ENTIERRO. 

RECUIESCANT IN PACE, 

Bonaparte hijo de Leticia, Pepe hijo de la 
misma madre, Soult s&trapa de Andalucia, 
Semell^ general dela costa, losdemasparientesi 
albaceas y amigos del difunto Sitio de Cadiz 
que espiro en el dia de hoy, suplican & V. 
8e sirva favorecerles con su asistencia para ver 
arder las baterias, reductos, rcpuestos de poU 
Tora, &c. incendiados (desde los campos de 
' Salamanca por el celebre caiidillo ingles Wel- 
lington) y atizadas sus llamas por los fugitwos 
valientes de las invencibles legiones que hoy se 
re»re-re-retiran dcia adelante. A lo que que- 
daran reconocidos. Cadiz, 25 de Agosto, de 
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1812. Vivia en Chiclana. Trocadero, Puerto- 
real y Paerto de Sta. Maria. 
Al Senor Don Piiblico. 

Note (11), p. 71. 

So great was die confasion and surprise of 
the division of the French which was driven out 
of Seville by the handful of men under the com- 
mand of Colonel Skerrett, that being very early 
m the morning, many of the officers are said by 
the inhabitants to have jumped out of bed, and 
made iheir rbtreat without their necessary quan- 
tity of clothes. General Villate is stated to 
have been oneof those who was put to flight in 
this condition. 

Note (12), p. 7S. 

What is here recorded of Felix Alvarez is 
the faithful narrative of the conduct of the brave 
General Sir John Downie, then a Colonel in 
the Spanish army. The sword, which he pre- 
served by throwing it across the bridge, was the 
identical sword which was worn by Pizaxro 
during the conquest of America, and had been 
presented to Colonel Downie by the pres^it 
Marquesa de Conquista (the title given to the 
family of Pizarro,) upon the occasion of the 
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ccmsecratton of the colours of the L^on of 
Estremsdura, which wa6 raised and commanded 
by him. The sword thus preserved was after- 
wards restored to him by the soldier who picked 
it up, upon his return to Seville, the French 
having left him some distance from the town, in 
their retreat, because they could carry him no 
further, taking, however, his parole not to serve 
for a certain time. 

Note (13), p. 80. 

The origin of the rosary is not the leafit ex- 
traordinary of the many miracles ascribed to 
St. Dominick. I have lately met a dr<dl 
account of it, contained in a few words in an 
old description of the cunlosities of Paris^ by 
Monsieur Dulaure. 

^^ Rien n'est plus miraculeux que Torigine du 
rosaire. Un jour Saint Dominique transporte 
d'un saint courage s'etoit si vigoureusement 
fastig^, qu'il tomba k demimort sous les 
coups de sa discipline. Marie le voit, vole a 
son secours, et le pressant contre son sein, lui 
dit : Mon cher Dominique^ sachez que la Sainte 
Trinity ria point ckoisi d^autres armes pour effa(^ 
tous les p^ch^s du monde, que la salutation ange^ 
lique, qui est la base et le fondement de la hi 
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fwuvelle.* Apres cette avis^ Dominique s'em* 
presse de precher et distribuer partout le rosaire. 
Ce fut alors que Tenfer irrite fit retentir les airs 
d'un bruit affreux de demons qui hur]oi«it et 
crioient. Malheur a nous, parceque par le ro- 
saire nous sommes lies et enchaines avec des chmnes 
de feu. C'est une grande preuve de la vertu du 
rosaire que le desespoir de ces diables* 

Note (14), p. 81. 

Among the various ways which the French 
invented to endeavour to legalise their gross impo- 
sitions and robbing taxes, one of the most sin- 
gular was a duty upon deaths, which was actually 
established in Seville a short time only before they 
.were driven from the place. The plan was ar- 
ranged in this manner: the old established 
parroquial fees upon funerals were taken off, 
and offices were appointed, where the relations 
of the deceased were obliged to apply for per- 
mission to have his body buried ; for this per- 
mission they paid extravagantly, and without it 
no f riest dare perform the sacred office. The 
priest afterwards, upon producing the {>ermission, 
received a small sum, and the rest became the 

* De fratcrnUnt^ rosftrit maadalens. 
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perquisite, or rather the plunder of the French. 
The following is the edict which established 
this arrangement. . , 

** Edicto — En atencion a lo acordado por la 
municipalidad en al art. P del reglamento for. 
mado para la recaudacion de los derechos de ee- 
menterios, se previene al publico, que desde el 
dia 17 del corriente deberan ocurrir todas las 
personas que con arreglo al art. 5^ y 6^ del cap. 
V del reglamento provisional para los en terra- 
mientqs, paguen algunos derechos mortuorios en 
su parroquia, a recoger la papeleta que designe 
el derechp que ha pagado y satisfecho conibrme 
a la dase de enterramiento que elijan, en casa de 
los recaudadores que se han nombrado a esto 
intento para cada cementerio, y son los sig- 
nientes [here follow the names of the persons]. 
- Recogida la papeleta segun va prevenido, se 
presentara a los Srs. Capellanes de los cemen* 
iarios a que corresponda, quienes estan encar- 
gados de cuidar se hagan los enterramientos con 
arrc^lo al derecho que dexen pagado y designe 
la papeleta, sin cuyo requisito de ninguna 
manera lo verificaran ; y para evitar confusiones 
y que Uegue & noticia de todos, se fixa el pre- 
sente en Sevilla y Agosto 11 de 1812. 

Ventura Ruiz Huidobro, * 

jSecretario 4e la Municipalidad. 
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Note (15), p. 83. 

The ceceo is the particular defect of the Anda- 
lusian manner of pronouncuig the Spanish lan- 
guage. It consists in pronouncing the s like a z 
or a c, both of which Jetters sound in Castillian 
exactly like th in English. It is the provincialism 
of Andalusia to pronounce an s always like a ^ 
and a z always like an s. 

Note (16), p. 85. 

In a chapter on the natural wit^of the 
Spaniards, in the preliminary discourse to Don 
Antonio de Ci^miany's Teatro-Historico-Critico 
de la Eloqaencia Espaiiola, this expression is 
stated as having been made use of in the exact 
manner in which it is here introduced ; and the 
author brings it among others as an elcampie of 
the strength and aptness with w^hich the low^t 
and most unlettered inhabitants of Spain express 
themselves. On this subject be writes with sM 
the force and enthusiasm so characteristically 
Spanish, when their ^^amada Patria" is brought 
into question. The following is the mani^r in 
which he relates* the trait which I have adopledy 
and his observations on it : 

<^ Un tio Machttca, anciaiio ordinario de 
Sevilla a la Corte^ mea<H}rtid»'de los soles y 
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frios que los malos de su recua, por una gran 
urgencia tenia que emprender su viage el dia 
cabalmente de la fiesta del Corpus-Cbristi. Pre- 
gunt^le yo en la vispera, como era tanta impa- 
ciencia en un hombre oriado en el camioo ? y 
reapondiome: reniego de mi aficio ; vea vmd que 
dia mahana de arrear bestias, que por pemnsiom 
de Dios ni las moscas habian de volar* Que 
orador ni que poela pcxiia encarecer mas la s&n* 
tificacion del dia augusto del Senor? No dixo 
las aguilas no habian de volar ; esto ya era v^go 
y afectado ; no las palomas: esto olia i lugAT 
rhetorico 6 concepto predicable; no los gorreones: 
esto era comun y pueril. Tampoco dixo los 
rios debian parar s» curso ; esto era pedir mila* 
gros a la omnipotencia, y no desearle el obsequio 
de las criaturas sino el trastomo del orden esta^ 
blccido en la creacton* Pues que dixo ? estarse 
immobiles las moscas, que es decir, hasta el mas 
despreciable insecto ; el viviente que menos parte 
parece que pucde tener y tonmv en la edebracion 
de tal fiesta ; aquel en cuya accion de volar 
fqmrece menos trabaxo y esfiierzo ; aquel eitfin^ 
coyo vuelo es menos estrepitoso^ cuyo movimienlo 
y ruidos por su infimo y casi invisible objeto es 
metum capaz de distraer a los hombres de. la 
revesencia y quieta contemplacioii de lafiostividad 
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de tan alto misterio ; pu^ si, aun aquel animalejo 
debe reposar en obsequio del Seiior. En la 
mosca compendi6 el tio Mach&ca todo el reyno 
animal, tal es la imagen, que por ser como la 
tilUm^ y mas abreviada k nuestros ojos, supone 
ya en aquella obligacion de quietod a lospri- 
meros y principales vol&tiles. En la quietud y 
descanso de la mosca comprehendio este sencillo 
ordinario, por un dicho mas sencillo pero mui 
extraordinario) a los mismos elementos, prohi- 
biendoles toda agitacion ; y en la obligacion de 
cesar todo movimiento, parece abrazo a la na- 
turaleza entcra, que debia estar di^^moslo asi> 
muda y baldada, menos ciega para contemplar so- 
segaday silenciosamente la scdemnidad del Crea- 
dor Sacramentado. Toda esta extension corre la 
frase, quando en aquella quietud reverencial se 
obligaba hasta el ultimo iusecto. Yo no se si 
esto pensimiento es oriental k occidental, ni si 
los Egypcios, Bracmanes, 6 Laconios lo hu- 
bieran e^primido con mas consecion, energia, 
grandeza y sencillez. Puedeser que yo no lo haya 
bien entendido ; mas, ay de aquel ! que no en- 
tendiese la fuerza y sentido de este gallardo dicho 
aunque parezca fanfarron ! que bien puede dex* 
arse de leer Homeros, Hesiodos, Platonesy y 
BUS entrescarticos esoliadores^ y exercitar las 
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iiiersflis de sus brazos en cabar la tierra 6 ma- 
chacaJT «spaf Ui^ paraque Fepoaea las de siiTirgea 
y apa]«aaadQ entimdimieBto. 



Af* 



Note (17), p. 94. 

Note (&• parried preserves hwf 

*v.«^ j^^-f-^irtrxlteTa^^on^^ t •«•. of her husbwdto 

it^ with tbecoD}imction js <2^ 

Note (18), p. 99. 

An immense number of the women of Seville 
became attached to individuals of the French 
army. The number which left the town daring 
the period of its stay there, to accompany their 
lovers, was computed at upwards of 4000. 

Note (19), p. 122, 

This little story is not an imaginary one. It 
is related strictly and literally as it occurred; and 
many other English officers were acquainted 
with the parties as well as the author, who, in 
reading these pages, will recognize the characters 
of the jealous lover and his unhappy wife. The 
only variation from the exact truth which has 
been made in drawing these characters, is the 
speech which is stated to have produced the c(hi- 
yulsions of the girl upon the return of the lover. 

VOL. III. O 
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This it was impossible far the author to ktiow, 
although the scene in every other respect is 
correctly drawn ; but this speech was infnxluced 
for the purpose of relating another inddent, 
equally true, although it was b-'"*' g^^^r-poa^ 
aected with the story no<^ V^i^tud k los pri- 

Gumstance told by Captf*?i%acfe^,\?^Mj 
of the chapter, I heard from the person to whom 
it happened, and who is in every respect worthy 
of credence; in relating the two stpries, I have 
only connected them together. 

Note (20), p. 182. 

These words are adapted to a wild and beau- 
tiful cossack air, which is very generally known. 
It has, I believe, been published with words by 
M. G. Lewis, Esq. 

Note (2 J), p. 136. 

A strong exemplification of the inherent and 
natural fondness of the Spaniards for the guitar, 
occurred when the Spanish prisoners, who had 
been , detained in France for so long, and em- 
ployed in the most laborious public works, were 
returning to their native country. I saw a great 
number of them pass through Saint Jean de Luz, 
and very many of them were provided with 
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guitars, which they slung about their shoulders 
and carried in spite of the inconvenience, the 
form and size of the instrument must have been 
to them in making long marches. 

Note (22), p. 137. 

These couplets are freely translated from some 
of the common verses, which are originally com- 
posed in the manner here described, and are 
afterwards transmitted from mouth to mouth, 
and sung by every child in the street. These 
stanzas are perfectly distinct and unconnected 
one with another,, as is always the case with the 
boleras and tiranas, from which description of 
national music those here offered are selected. 

Porque te miro en la cara 
No per esc te he de amar, 
Que hay muchos que van i la feria 
Por ver, y no per coQipnar. 

AI principio de amarse 
Dos corazones 
Nunca falta un diablillo 
Que ios estorve : 
Pero en queriendo, 
Se amaran aunque saiga 
Todo el Infiemo. 

O 2 
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Ofingeiy 6 nofinget 
Querido daeao; 
Si finger acabose; 
Si no, acabemm. 

Note (23), p. 189. 

The bolero here refered to is one of the most 
beautiful that I ever heard in Spain. It is com- 
posed by Sor. The words adapted to it are not 
txtttishited from the original. 

Ndte (^4), 'p. 143. 

The country about Afiover del l^jo, is famous 
for potatoes, which are sold at Madrid for a 
higher price than those oT other districts. 

Note (25), p. 146. 

This horrible story was related to me exactly 
in the same manner as I have made it relate 
to Felix Alvarez. I should have made it a point 
to see the unhappy survivor in the morning, as 
it was on the night of my arrival at Aiiover 
that I was informed <X it; but I was suddenly 
obliged to leave the town in the middle of the 
night, and I had no opportunity. I, however, 
made a note of the circamstance^ and mentioned 
the man's name, which is here recorded. 
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Note (26), p. 149. 

This occurrence took place on the night before 
tiie affiur of Bomos, where Ballasteros defeated 
a body of the French. 

Note (27), p. 155. 

The author was the last peraon who left the 
town of Cienpozueios, before the French passed 
the : Pu^ite LargBLf and of course entered it* 
He left it exactly in the deserted state here de- 
scribed ; but shortly after overtook a body of its 
inhabitants, who were hastening towards Madrid. 
From them he heard accounts of horrors which 
it is impossible to describe, as having been com- 
mitted by the French in their last retreat 
through the town of Cienpozueios. The cir- 
cumstance whidi is here stated of their conduct, 
at the convent, is but a sketch of the enormities 
which they detailed to me as having occurred 
there. ^ The lady abbess, who was eighty-three 
years old, was not safe fix>m their infernal licen- 
tiousness; but their conduct saved them the 
trouble of killing her; she died ! 

Note (28), p. 158, 

Tlie lion here referred to stands upon the exact 
point wh^e the road over th^ Sierra pf Giiadaiw 
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rama b^ins to d^flceod, and is die limit of the 
iwo kingdoms %»( Castille. The following is the 
■aflDtJoa made of it in the Quia de Caminos or 
post-road book of Spain. 

^* En lo mas alto del Puerto hay un Leon de 
piedra, sobre tm pedestal de )o mismo^ estii 
0foyKndo las anaKis sdare dos mundos misaado 
k la parte del orieftte^; ^dicho pedestal dene onee 
pies regttlttresde largo, y siete deancho^ poco mas 
6 ttenoft : ti&e taaoddien wia imcnq^tiein latiaa^ 
que no se conooe BmibieiH y denote en qife^ rqr* 
iiadosebdao»yelaiia Aqni «npteaa GastQla la 
Viga.'* 

Note (29), p. 158. 

The battje of ^kmanea is ballad t^ ib» 
Spaniards the battle of the Arapiles^ having been 
fought upon die plains of that name, which aie 
at a considerable distaftce from ike tovti. 



Note (30), p. 162. 

This incident is a fiict. The number ct 
Portuguese women who followed the British 
army is incredible, and most df them suffered 
mvch greater hardships than th^ &en to whom 
Aey attached themselves. Mxtny of tiiese wo- 



NOTES. 295 

tneti hiMitefftaiiied whk the atmy &om its first 
arrival in Portugal, until they "were obl^ed tb 
quit it by orders from the chiefs, when it re- 
turned to England from Bordeaux. Those 
mbto bad been thus loonstant wete Beat to their 
native cooiilary ^th the Portuguese «nny, -vMeh 
laarohed through Spain. 

Note (31), p. 167. 

The common manner of attracting the atten* 
tion in Portugal is by hissing; and in calling 
any person, *& Portuguese invariably accom- 
panies his name, or his title, by the exclama- 
tion O ! 

Note (82), p. 172. 

No person who has travelled in Portugal will 
be inclined to suppose this description of a real 
event to be at all exaggerated. 

Note {BS)j p. 175. 

The author witnessed the representation of 
this sacred play, in the Spanish theatre at Gib- 
raltar. There are a vast number of the same 
kind, which are commonly acted at the sacred 
seasons, but hardly any more indecently ir- 
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reverent, or more pr^xMrterously childish, than 
La padenda de Job. 

Note (34), p- 182. 

The conversation of these two guides here 
recorded was carried on with the author, in a 
situation exactly similar to the one :in whidb 
Alvarez is placed. 

Note (35), p. 185. 

' It was a common peasant whom the author 
accidentally met in the road, who thus explained 
the distance from Alcaiiizas to Trabazos, and as 
far as I have been assisted by memory, his own 
words are used. The justness of the distinction 
which he made has often struck me in situations 
where it would equally apply. 

Note (36), p. 187. 

This instance of British stoicism occurred in 
my own hearing, and I noted down the brave 
man's words in my common place-book im- 
mediately aft^r. 

Note (37), p. 189. 

The French in their last retreat never passed 
a village, or the most insignificant hamle^ with* 

9 
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out extorting oontributions to tke extent which 
they conceived it possible the poor inhabitants 
could produce. It is sftid that after imposing a 
considerable amount to be raised in a few mud 
cottages, ibey have not been ashamed to receive 
the paltry sum of twenty rials fa dollar) in pay<« 
ment of the absurd impositvcm. As the su- 
bordinate officers had so good an example set 
them by the generals who passed through the 
larger towns, the commander of every detached 
company or handful of men conceived himself 
authorised in imitating his superiors as £ur as he 
could in his small field of action. 

Note (38), p. 195. 

This remark has so frequently been made in 
tfie army, duit k is hardly possible t3iat any 
perscQn opnnected with it can be ignorant of it. 
The comcidence of thunder preceding Lord 
Wellington's battles has been so often repeated^^ 
that there are many good British soldiers who 
superstitiously believe it to be an omen. In the 
actions which followed the battle of Vitoria ta 
the termination of the Peninsular contest, the 
same precursor was generally observed even at 
times when the season of the year rendered such 
an event a phenomenon : and die minpute details 
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sX, the last and greatest battle of the hero of 
Spain — the battle of Watarloo^-are too g&p 
nerally known to all classes of the British pub- 
lic, to make it necessary for me to inform th^n 
of the storm which preceded that eventfiil day. 

Note (39), p. 199. 

The particular part of the battle of Vitoria 
here described is the progress and charge of 
Major General Sir G. Anson's brigade of ca- 
valry, being that with which the author is more 
acquainted from his own observation. 

Note (40), p. 201. 

It is astonishing how speedily the dead and 
wounded men are stripped after a battle by these 
inhuman plunderers. The imitaiice pf it her^ 
related fell witliin the observation of ^^ au« 
thor. 

Note (41), p. 204. 

This was an incident told in the army, but 
for the truth of which I have no other authority 
than general report. 

Note (42), p. 218. 
The pass of San Adrian is here faithfully 
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described. It divides the provinces of Gui- 
puzcoa and Alava. 

Note (48), p. 24S. 

This account of the enthusiastic delight of the 
inhabitants of Tolos&is not exaggerated. The 
efifect produced by the sudden and brilliant 
illumination of the town, as the soldiers passed 
through the principal street, is not to be de- 
scribed. 

Note (44), p. 228. 

This guerilla incident is one'of the exploits of 
'Espoz y Mina, and was performed by him at 
the head of a handful of Biscayan volunteers, 
Xo destroy the escort of a convoy, which was 
passing from Pamplona to Tolosa, at a time 
when the Frendi were firmly established in the 
country, and when tliere was scarcely a hope of 
deliverance from them. It was related to the 
author upon the very spot where it occurred, 
which is correctly such as has been described, 
by the postillion who was conducting him with 
post-horses from Tolosa to Pamplona. It is 
.impossible to hear this incident without being 
struck with the similarity of the manner in 
which the Spaniards under Felayo gained the 
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batde of Covadonga^ so beautifiilly described in 
Roderick the last of the Gothic 



Note (45), p. Ml. 

Tbe Bascuenoe hoiguage has not die slightest 
analogy with the CasfciUiaii, and there are not 
abore thirty words of the latter which are ever 
introduced into the former. A Biscayan priesf^ 
whose name was Irremends^ undertook to form 
a grammar of this language; and after an in* 
defatigable course of constant labour he pro- 
duced one^ which he entitled *^ El Impossible 
vencidoy" the impossibility vanquished. It can, 
however, be hardly said to be vanquished, for it 
seems only to have proved the impossibility oi 
reducing the language to rules. He has not 
been able to erect fewer standards for the con*- 
jugation of the verbs than upwards of two 
hundred : and to almost all these different con- 
jugations, there are innumerable classes c^ ir- 
regular verbs, which seem to differ as much 
from the conjugation with which they are 
classed as the several conjugations do one from 
another. Another great ^Bffiadly exists also in 
the various dialects into which the language is 
divided, it being spok^ in a manner ess^itially 
difiercnt in two viUages at the distance of tkee 
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or four leagues from each other, and m pro- 
portion as you. increi^se the distance, the di& 
ference becomes greater^ so that the inhabitauts 
of one end. of the province of Guipuzcoa are 
really at a loss to understand those of the other 
end* 

Note (46), p. 242. 

The original words of the song, to which 
these lines are adapted are subjoined as a spe- 
cimen of the hinguage: 

Aitaric estut eta 
Ama ere zartu^ 
Lagumbaten beam 
Echien badagu ; 
Zuc placer basenduque, 
Nic naico sin duquet zu, 
Ene decira zerden, 
Grain badaquizu.. 

Zure borondateac ^. 

Biotza urquitudety 

Estat orain munduvan 

Nic vertu decir ic ; 

Zu urus icusteco, 

Ene Saietzian, 

Eguifiendut segurque, 

Es fortza gusteac. '^ 
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Note (47), p. 246. 

This account of the manner in which the 
French became masters of San Sebastian was 
related to me by one of its most respectable in- 
habitants, who also gave the account which 
follows of the manner in which they seized upon 
Pamplona. 

Note (48), p. 248. 

The following are the original words to the 
air to which these lines are adapted. The 
English lines take up tb« idM of the original, 
though they are not a transklioQ: 

Blotz bigu5acuac 
Ecu zitzen badu> 
Mira garrisco ederrbat, 
Buruba galtzeudu. 
Ni biotz degunicua 

Zu edernuira i^a.;. 
Nola estizut eioango, 
Anima gu^tia. 

Ustarigo gorrada 
Matrimo5iua» 
Bein axtu esq^ufr0i9tia> 
Esta ustijQua» 
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Posible yafit2a(|ue> 
ImposiUe daaa 
Laster larga corneuque^ 
Ni nere Senarra. 

Note (49), p. 249*. 

The Biscayaits bake their provision of In* 
dian corn bread once in five or six months, and 
make it into enormous loaves, which they cover 
all over with bay leaves before they put them into 
the oven. They are then hung up to the beams 
of the house, and consumed as required* These 
poor people never think of eating wheaten bread; 
and when they saw the British cavalry give the 
Indian corn to their horses, they were shocked 
at what they considered a shamefiil misapplica^- 
tion of the food of man, and would have per* 
suaded the soldiers to substitute wheat for it. 

Note (50), p. 2S1. 

This description is drawn from the real eflto 
produced by the illumination of the castle of 
San Sebastian, in honour of Napoleon's day, 
about a fortnight before it was assaulted. 

Note(51), p. 255. 

The road from Zubieta to Usurbil along the 
side of the river, will be easily remembered by 
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those who have erer seen it. It was passed by 
the author exactly in the situation which he has 
here described. 

Note (52), p. 261. 

This circumstance is a literal fact^ to which 
the author was a witness. 

Note (53), p. 265. 

The destruction of San Sebastian has been 
very frequently discussed, and has given rise to 
a great dedl of ill-will between the Spaniards 
and the British. It has been reported in a 
great many different ways throughout Spain, 
and generally ' very much against the allies. 
The manifesto, published by the inhabitants of 
the town after its destruction, is an exaggerated, 
and in many respects unfounded account of 
the horrors which are inevitable in a town 
taken by storm, and is written with a spirit 
evidently irritated and malevolent 
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